
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 Each Wednesday during February is a Prep Rest Day. Grade 1’s at-
tend school as normal. The first full week for Prep students starts on 
Monday the 5th of March.  

 School Council will meet for the first time next Tuesday the 20th Feb 
at 7.30pm. The Buildings and Grounds committee will meet at 7pm. This 
will be the last meeting of the current committee before school council 
elections take place later this month.  

 Tomorrow : Thursday Feb 15th – MiniLit Parent Information Night – for 
all families with students participating in MiniLit. 7pm start in the Grade 
3/4 classroom 

 This Friday the 16th of Feb  – Welcome BBQ and Parent Information 
Evening – an annual casual event not to be missed. More details later. 
Please note the change of start time to 6.00pm.  

 Breakfast Club Expression of Interest Forms were due back last 
week. Please return the form ASAP if interested. This service may not 
run if there are not enough interested families. 

 
 

The eldest in the family will have received an A3 coloured guide for parents, 
titled, ‘Helping your Children with Mathematics.’ This parent friendly guide is 
complementary and courtesy of the Mathematics Teaching and Learning Cen-
tre at the Australian Catholic University. It supplements the learning all teaching 
staff completed on Monday as part of our curriculum day, where we further de-
veloped our mathematical knowledge and explored key ideas. We hope that 
you find the suggested activities and games contained in this resource useful 
and engaging. Whilst it may seem like a lot of information to take in all at once, 
placing it on the fridge and trying one game or activity at a time would be a 
great way to start! Please speak to your child’s classroom teacher if you have 
any questions. 
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TERM 1 2018 

 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th February—

Prep Rest Days 

 15th February—MiniLit Infor-

mation Night—7pm 

 16th February—Welcome BBQ 
& Parent Information Evening—

6pm 

 19th February—PA Meeting—

2pm 

 20th February—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 20th February—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 28th February—Division Swim-

ming—Selected Students 

 5th March—Lunchies Monday 

 9th March—Whole School Ath-

letics Carnival Day 

 12th March—Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 16th March—Senior Athletics 

Carnival Day 

 18th March—Hill End Market 

Stall Fundraiser 

 19th March—PA AGM Meeting—

2pm 

 20th March—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 20th March—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 29th March—Last Day Term 1—

2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 30th April—School Photos 

 14th—25th May—NAPLAN 

 18th May—Curriculum Day 
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School 
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23 
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 
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Student Achievements 
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In 2018, our school will continue our focussed effort on embedding our school’s vision 
and values across our whole school community, through the continued implementation of 
the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Program (SWPBS). Being a SWPBS school 
means that we actively teach, model and acknowledge our expected values of Respect, 
Resilience, Teamwork and Community. This positive and pro-active approach has result-
ed in substantial improvements in the perception of our school environment by our stu-
dents, parents and staff.  
 
This year, we have introduced a consistent school wide approach to acknowledging our 
expected values. Students who have not only met, but also exceeded our values will be 
given a ‘Golden Ticket.’ The Golden Ticket will have the reason for the acknowledgment 
written on the back and will need to be signed by a parent or guardian. When you sign a 
Golden Ticket, use this opportunity to talk to your child about the value and behaviour 
they demonstrated, the importance of that value and behaviour in society and celebrate 
their positive behaviour with them. Students will then need to save their Golden Tickets 
and can spend or exchange them for small prizes, trinkets or special privileges. The first 
opportunity for students to exchange their Golden Tickets is happening this Friday and 
will be run by our Values Captains.  
 
In 2018, another school wide strategy to further improve our school environment, is to 
build our collective knowledge and create a common understanding of what it means to 
be a good friend and the common expectations we have of all students to make our 
school community one that is filled with friendship, kindness, harmony and most im-
portantly free from bullying.  
 
We will be starting this journey together at assembly this coming Monday and parents can 
keep informed of what we are learning and the new knowledge we have gained through 
these Principal’s reports, and of course by talking to your child about these topics and 
what they have learnt.  
 
We will also be holding a school wide event to recognise and acknowledge the National 
Day of Action against Bullying and Violence and Harmony Day with a combined school 
wide celebration on Monday the 19

th
 of March. More information on this combined day 

and the importance of recognising each event will be provided by our School Captains in 
the coming weeks.  
 
Over the holiday period, I was fortunate enough 
to spend a couple of days in Japan and came 
across an excellent example of friendship (and 
loyalty). Mrs Abbott and the students in Grades 3-
6 have also started the year by learning about the 
story of Hachiko in their weekly Japanese les-
sons.  To reinforce their learning, I encourage 
you to ask your child/ren to retell the story of Ha-
chiko and talk to you about what they have learnt. 
To help, I have included a picture of me standing 
next to the Hachiko statue at Shibuya Station in 
Tokyo. Don’t have a student in Grades 3-6? 
Google Hachiko, it really is a fascinating story!  
 
Take care. 
 
Brendan Dawson 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
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Our annual ‘Welcome BBQ and Parent Information Session’ This is a great opportuni-
ty for all of our school community to get together and have a great time in a relaxed social 
setting, as well as hear some important information about your child’s classroom program. 
All you need to do is bring along your drinks, a picnic blanket, chairs, bikes, scooters and 
skateboards. The BBQ will be prepared for you!  
 
The night starts at 6.00pm with information sessions for each classroom at the following 
times:  
 
 6.05 – 6.25pm  Grade Prep / 1 
 6.30 – 6.50pm  Grade 1/2 
 6.55 – 7.15pm  Grade 3/4 
 7.20 – 7.40pm  Grade 5/6 

 
These information sessions will be presented by your child’s classroom teacher. The ses-
sions are short (also informal and relaxed in nature) and will enable teachers to tell you 
about their classrooms, routines, programs and expectations. It is also a great time to ask 
questions!  
 
While you attend the information sessions your children will be supervised out in the yard 
by staff and the BBQ will be fired up ready for children and adults to eat. In the past chil-
dren have brought their bikes, scooters and skateboards. Please note that helmets will 
need to be worn.  
 
The BBQ is a relaxed evening for all of our students, their parents and our staff. It is cer-

tainly not to be missed and a great way to start the year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome BBQ and Parent Information Session 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
WELCOME BBQ 

 
WHEN—FRIDAY 16th FEBRUARY 

 

TIME—6.00 PM ONWARDS 
 

WHERE—OUT IN THE SCHOOL GROUND 
 

SAUSAGE, BREAD & SAUCE PROVIDED 
BYO- CHAIRS, RUGS, SNACKS, DRINKS, BIKES, 

SKATEBOARD, ETC 
 

ALL WELCOME 
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Willow Grove PS 
Parents’ Association News 

 

Our first Parents’ Association meeting for 2018 will be held in the staff room at 2pm on Monday, 
February 19th. We encourage everyone (old faces and new!) to come along to the 1 hour meeting to 
plan our events for term 1 and the year ahead.  
 

Our AGM will be held at 2:00pm on Monday, March 19th. Please mark this date in your  calendar.  
If you have any questions regarding Parents’ Association please call Kate Mether on 0400 156 486 
or find one of our members at the Welcome BBQ this Friday night.  
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A warm welcome to our class of 2018 Preps – pictured below during their first week of Pri-
mary School!  
 
Welcome to: Angus, Jack, Ava, Jackson, Addison, John, Noura, Jake, Matilda, Benjamin 

(absent from photo), Remy, Pearl and Charlie.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It is very important that we utilise our drop off and pick up zone out the front of the school 
in a safe manner. Please make sure that under no circumstances students walk in front of 
the bus to go to their car. Students, even if accompanied by an adult, need to walk around 
the back of the bus to go to their car.  
 
It is also important that we ensure that the parking signs at the front of the school are fol-
lowed. Please do not park in the loading zone as it makes it impossible for our bus to 
swing into the carpark.  
 
Car Park safety is everyone’s responsibility, please take care! 

 

 

Welcome to our Prep Students for 2018 

Car Park & Bus Safety 
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The reality is, being at school and on time each and every day makes a BIG differ-
ence to your child’s academic outcomes. There isn’t really any way to sugar coat it. 
Once again, at Willow Grove Primary School we want to ensure that our students 
attend school on a daily basis. Every day at school counts.  
 
Did you know that the month of February is one of only a few months of the school 
year that falls completely within the school term. That’s why this February we are 
running an attendance challenge! Your goal is simple, to turn up to school every 
day in the month of February. We will be running different attendance challenges 
throughout the year, so keep your eye posted on our newsletter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pearl S. 
Hannah K. 

Don’t forget our February  
Attendance Challenge!! 

 Thank-you to all of our parents, 
grandparents and other family 
and friends for your support of our 
second curriculum day on Mon-
day. We understand that these 
curriculum days can place pres-
sure on families finding alternative 
arrangements and as such we are 
appreciative of your support. To 
help with planning, our third cur-
riculum day is on Friday the 18

th
 

of May. The date for our fourth 
and final curriculum day has yet 
to be determined. 
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Hello everyone, 
 
This year MARC Library is a weekly program, which is wonderful! Our first two weeks have been 
all about getting our resources ready for the year. The children have decorated their book place-
markers and scrapbook covers. We have read books about books, and have discussed caring for 
them and the importance of returning or re-borrowing them every week so that they don’t go miss-
ing as easily and are available for others to borrow.  
 
As we will be using the books that the children borrow for literature study discussion and activities 
throughout the year, it is an expectation that every student borrows at least one book every week. 
Students in Grades F-2 can borrow a maximum of two books and those in Grades 3-6 can borrow 
up to four.  

 
If you would like to look for a book, the MARC library can be accessed 
online at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm 
 
Please email me if you have any requests. 
 
Kind regards, 
Helen Collins 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular form of 

communication that we use with our families and broader school  
community. 

MARC Van News 

ROSTER 
WEDNESDAY  
21st February 

Gay T. 

WEDNESDAY  
28th February 

Nicole W. 

  

http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of ed-
ucational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days in weeks 4 and 8 of each 
term. This means that on one day next week your child’s regular classroom teacher will be 
replaced by Mr. Jace Butler or another casual relief teacher.  
 

Mrs. McCartney will have her day on Wednesday.  
Mrs. Trickett will have her day on Friday. 
Mr. Woodroffe will have his day on Thursday. 
Mr. Blythman and Mr. Butler will have their day on Monday from 11am.  

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the 
classroom. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their 
professional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning expe-
rience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst your child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. 
Please note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who 
are sick, on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance 
their capacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Regards  
Brendan Dawson  
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Department of Education and Training – Professional 
Practice Days  



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Community News 

Coles Sports for School 
Program for 2018 has com-
menced. 
 
When shopping at Coles 
collect the Sports for 
Schools Vouchers. Bring 
the vouchers to school and 
place them in the collec-
tion bin. 


