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Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 Today is the last Prep Rest Day. The first full week for Prep 
students starts on Monday the 5

th
 of March.  

 Nominations for school council close this Friday. Nomination 
forms can be collected at the office.  

 Our Tanjil Valley Whole School Athletics Carnival is coming 
up on Friday the 9

th
 of March. On this day, parents are asked to 

drop off and pick up students from the Joe Carmody Athletics track. 
If you were available to help on the day, your support would be ap-
preciated. For more details, please refer to the Parent Information 
that was sent home with the eldest child.   

 Labour Day Public Holiday – Monday the 12
th
 of March  

 School Wide Event – Monday 19
th

 of March to celebrate and 
acknowledge the National Day of Action against Bullying and Vio-
lence and Harmony Day – more details in the Principal’s Report.  

 
 
 

 Whole School Athletics Sports – Information and Permission 
Notes were sent home yesterday. Please return permission notes, 
with payment, by Tuesday, 6

th
 March.  

 Monday Lunchies Order Form – Each child received an order 
form yesterday. Please return forms and money to school by Fri-
day, 2nd March. 

 Information and Application Forms for the Camps, Sports & Excur-
sions Fund (CSEF) were emailed out to families last Friday. 
Forms are also available at the office. If you think you may be eligi-
ble, please complete and return the application form to school. 
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TERM 1 2018 

 2nd March—School Council 

Nominations Due 

 5th March—Lunchies Monday 

 9th March—Whole School Ath-

letics Carnival Day 

 12th March—Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 16th March—Senior Athletics 

Carnival Day 

 18th March—Hill End Market 

Stall Fundraiser 

 19th March—PA AGM Meeting—

2pm 

 19th March—National Day of 
Action Against Bullying & Vio-

lence 

 20th March—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 20th March—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 29th March—Last Day Term 1—

2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 30th April—School Photos 

 14th—25th May—NAPLAN 

 18th May—Curriculum Day 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 
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What is Bullying? This is the question our students have begun exploring at assembly and 
as part of their weekly values lessons. It is our goal over the remainder of term to have a 
consistent school wide definition of bullying, understand the different types of bullying that 
can occur and teach students different strategies to deal with bullying. These are the criti-
cal first steps when effectively preventing and responding to bullying.  
 
In last week’s newsletter, I included the national definition of bullying for Australian 
schools which highlighted bullying as an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through 
repeated verbal, physical or social behaviours that cause either physical or psychological 
harm. 
 
At assembly this week, we showed students a child friendly explanation for bullying, tar-
geted at students in Grades 3 and 4. It reads:  
 
Bullying is when someone:  
 Keeps picking on you again and again and tries to make you feel bad 
 Says or does lots of mean things that upset you 
 Makes fun of you a lot  
 Tries to stop you from joining in or make others not like you over and over again 
 Keeps hurting you such as hitting or punching you 
 
When analysing the above definitions, it is clear that bullying is not someone being mean 
to you once, but when it happens over and over again and makes you feel like you can’t 
stop it.  
 
The good news is that together, we can contribute to a school environment that is free 
from bullying. On Monday the 19

th
 of March we will be acknowledging the National Day of 

Action against Bullying and Violence, a key anti-bullying event for schools, as well cele-
brating Harmony Day, a day to celebrate our cultural diversity and foster a sense of be-
longing for everyone.  
 
This joint school wide event will see students participating in a range of activities and les-
sons focussed on the key themes: 1) to take a stand against bullying; and 2) to celebrate 
cultural diversity and promote an inclusive school community. Students will also have the 
opportunity to sample different foods from cultures of families who are a part of our school 
community. (Students will still need to bring their own lunch as normal).  
 
As part of the celebration, students are asked to come dressed in anything orange. Or-
ange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Day, signifying social communication, 
freedom of ideas and mutual respect. You may also like to wear a traditional outfit that 
represents your family’s heritage and culture.  
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School Council Elections 
 
Our school is now seeking the nominations of 5 parent representatives to fill vacated posi-
tions. You do not need to have experience in schools or with the Department of Education 
and Training to be on school council. All you need is an interest in your child’s school and 
the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future. Please 
note that nominations close Friday the 2

nd
 of March at 4pm. Nomination forms available at 

the office or via email willow.grove.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au . Please call me on 5635 2271 
if you are interested as I would be pleased to discuss your possible participation on the 
Council in more detail. 
 
Student Absences 
 
Turning up to school on time, every day is vital in ensuring that we achieve the best possi-
ble outcomes for our students. Being at school every day is a strong indicator for improve-
ment in achievement and engagement outcomes for students. Please note that if your 
child is absent from school for an unavoidable reason, we require a written note detailing 
the reason for the absence.  
 
Take care and all the best for the rest of the week. 
  
Brendan Dawson 
 
 

 
 

 
At Willow Grove Primary School, we value the many contributions parents make across 
the school and recognise that with your support, we can provide many more opportunities 
for our students that would simply not be possible without your help. We are always seek-
ing parent volunteers for reading, our sports days and lunch orders just to name a few.  
 
However, in order for us to have you help, our Child Safe Policy states that you must 
have a valid Working with Children check. This is our school ’s policy so please don’t 
be offended if we have to politely decline your help.  
 
The good news is, they are free and easy to get. All you need to do is visit, http://
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ fill in the online form and then visit your local Aus-
tralia Post outlet.  

 
 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Parent Helpers and Working with Children Check 

Once you have received your 

card come into school so we can 

take a photocopy of it. If you need 

help through this process, came 

and see either myself or Cindy in 

the office. Remember we would 

love your help, but first you must 

have a valid Working with Chil-

dren Check.  

mailto:willow.grove.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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As we get into the swing of Term 1, our whole school and senior school athletics carnivals are just 
around the corner.  
 

Willow Grove participates in 2 athletic carnivals: 
 

 Tanjil Valley District Whole School Athletics Carnival – this is for all students from Grade 
Prep – 6.  

 Tanjil Valley Senior School Athletics Carnival – this is for selected students in Grades 3 – 6.  
 

Below is some important information about each of the events. On both occasions, we will require 
the assistance of parent helpers to help make the day run smoothly for all the students involved. 
Remember, in order to help out, you will require a valid Working with Children Check.  
 

Tanjil Valley Whole School Athletics Carnival – Grades Prep – 6 
 

Date: Friday 9th of March 
 

Venue: Joe Carmody Athletics Track Newborough.  
 

Please note that for this school event, students are required to be picked up and dropped 
off at the Joe Carmody Athletics Track in Newborough. Students do not attend school on 
this day. Parents need to have their children at the track at 9.00am, where the children assemble 
in the school area. Teachers then mark attendance rolls before the day begins. The school bus 
does not run on this day.  
 

More details on how this day operates, were sent home with the eldest child earlier this week. For 
your information, some of these details have also been included below.  
Cost: $2 
 

WHAT TO BRING 
 All the children need to wear their school uniform. Most of the kids also prefer to wear their 

school uniform shorts when competing, but some may have more comfortable athletic 
shorts or ‘skort’ to wear. All children will need to wear comfortable runners. The children will 
also need extra clothing to suit the expected weather conditions on the day. Coats are a 
good idea, as experience has taught us that the track is very exposed and often it is much 
cooler there, than it was forecast to be. 

 The children will also need a substantial lunch, snacks, water and sunscreen. 
 Camp chairs and picnic blankets are also a very good idea but not necessary.  
 

BAD WEATHER 
 In most circumstances the Sports will go ahead. However, in the event of a lot of rain over 

night or if very wet weather is expected on the day, the Sports may be postponed. Such a 
decision will be made early Friday morning and an announcement will be made via our Fa-
cebook page and SMS service. 

 

INDOOR RECREATION CENTRE KIOSK 
 Please note that no student will be allowed to leave the Athletics Arena to go to the Rec 

Centre Kiosk to buy food, drink or lollies etc. All children are expected to bring all food, 
drink, etc for the day with them. 

 Parents may wish to buy food for their children from the kiosk, but we ask that the kiosk be 
out of bounds for all children and that they do not leave the arena. In the interest of knowing 
where all the children are at all times no exceptions to this rule will be made. 

 When not competing, all students should be in the school designated area. 
 

Tanjil Valley Senior School Athletics Carnival – Grades 3 – 6 
 

Date: Friday 16th of March 
 

Venue: Joe Carmody Athletics Track Newborough. Students will be transported to the venue via 
bus. Leaving shortly after 9 am and returning at approx. 2.30pm.  
Cost: $5 to cover the cost of transport  
 

At this event, students compete in their chosen events, based on results from their Physical Edu-
cation sessions. The top place getters from this event, will move into the Division Athletic Sports 
in Term 3. Students are only allowed to compete in 5 events plus a relay.  
 

More details on this event will be distributed to students participating closer to the date.  
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Lunch Orders—We need more helpers! 
 
At the end of 2017 we said goodbye to some of our regular 
lunch order helpers as they increased work hours, or their 
children moved on to high school. 
 
With enough volunteers to help with lunch orders, everyone 
need only be rostered on once or twice per term. Adult family 
members other than parents are also welcome. You do not 
need to be a Parent Association member to get involved! 
 
Lunch orders operate on a Wednesday only and usually only take an hour to complete. 
No experience is necessary as full training is provided. You will need a valid Working with 
Children Check, which can be applied for on-line (see page 3 for more details). 
 
If you are available to help out, or have any other queries, please contact Ella on 0407 
056 520. 
 
WGPS Cake Stall—Can you help? 
 
We will be holding a stall at the upcoming Hill End Market on Sunday, March 18th. We are 
asking families for donations of baked goods, fresh produce, preserves or their time to 
help set-up, sell or pack-up on market day. 
 
If you are able to help, please complete and return the WGPS Cake Stall form that will be 
sent home with the eldest child today. A copy of this form is also attached to the newslet-
ter. 
 
 
 
 

 Thank-you to our School Captains Ruby Mether 
and Darcy Paul who presented at assembly this 
week and told us about the significance of Harmony 
Day and the National Day of Action against Bullying 
and Violence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Indy F. 
Remy Simmons 

Dane J. 
ROSTER 

WEDNESDAY  
7th March 

Pauline B. 

WEDNESDAY  
14th March 

Lisa W. 
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Congratulations to Josh Garratt who today competed in the Latrobe Valley Division Swim-
ming Carnival at the Traralgon Outdoor Pool. Josh swam in the 12/13 year old freestyle 
and backstroke events. He came 5

th
 in his freestyle heat and 7

th
 in his backstroke heat. 

This was Josh’s first swimming meet. Well done!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to some of our past students on winning the U14 CGCA Grand Final. 

 

Latrobe Valley Division Swimming Carnival 

Under 14 CGCA Grand Final 
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