
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Footy Tipping – it is not too late to join our footy tipping competi-
tion. It costs $1 per round ($23 Total) with great weekly and end of 
year prizes. Money raised from this competition subsides our 
Grade 6 Graduation Camp at the end of the year. If you are inter-
ested in entering or would like to be a sponsor, please speak to 
Michelle.  

 

 Term 1 ends on Thursday the 29
th
 of March at 2pm. After school 

care will operate from 2:00 – 4:15pm. Please book your child in if 
you intend on using this service on the last day of Term 1.  

 

 Our Annual Easter Tabloid Sports will again operate on the last day 
of Term 1. This year students will be required to come dressed 
in their school uniform.  

 

 Lunch Orders are moving to Fridays commencing the start of 
Term 2. 

 

 We love to have parent helpers! If you are interested in helping 
out, in any capacity big or small please speak to your child’s teach-
er. However you must have a valid Working with Children Check. 
The good news is, they are free and easy to get. All you need to do 
is visit, http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ . Please speak 
to a member of staff if you would like any help with this.  
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TERM 1 2018 

 21st March—AFL in Schools Day 

 29th March—Tabloid Sports 

 29th March—Last Day Term 1—

2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 30th April—School Photos 

 14th—25th May—NAPLAN 

 18th May—Curriculum Day 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

19 
National Day of 
Action Against 
Bullying & Vio-
lence 
PA AGM—2pm 

20 
MARC Van 
 
School Council 
Meeting—7pm 
 

21 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
AFL in Schools Day 

22 

Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 

23 
Brekky Club 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 

29 

Brekky Club 
Tabloid Sports 
 
Last Day Term 1—
2pm Dismissal 

30 
GOOD FRIDAY 
 

March 2018 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 
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Like us on  

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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This past Monday the 19
th
 of March was a significant event for our school community. It 

was our school’s chance to take a stand against Bullying and Violence and celebrate Har-
mony Day, promoting and celebrating our cultural diversity and difference.  
 
Whilst the two days are different in nature, the key themes that were explored by our stu-
dents were: regardless of how you look, what you wear or where you’ve come from, eve-
ryone deserves the right to be respected and treated equally and together we can create 
a school community free from bullying.  
 
At our whole school assembly and through four structured hourly lessons, each class-
room spent time learning, reflecting and engaging in the key themes and ideas of the two 
days, specifically the role they play in making a positive difference to our school commu-
nity.  
 
By talking to your child and discussing the questions below, you will help support the 

messages and key learnings from each of the days. The prompts on the Bullying No Way 

card may help your conversations. Together we can take a stand and say Bullying, No 

Way!  

National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence 
 
 What is bullying? (refer to previous newsletter editions for our school’s definition)  
 What are the different types of bullying that exist? (e.g. physical, verbal, social) 
 Where can you go for help if you are being bullied? 
 What can you do if you are being bullied?  
 What can you do if you see someone else being bullied?  
 Imagine a school free from bullying… what would it look like? What changes do you 

need to make or could make to help contribute to a school free from bullying?  
 
Harmony Day 
 
 What is the importance of Harmony Day? 
 Why did we wear orange on Monday? 
 Why is it important to treat everyone equally, regardless of what they look like, what 

they wear or where they’ve come from? (Did you know that almost half of all Austral-
ians were born overseas or have a parent who was?)  

 
 

Principal’s Report 

Creating a school community that is 
filled with respect for others and free 
from bullying is our goal in 2018. We 
have made this our improvement 
focus after our student and parent 
opinion surveys indicated that some 
students had experienced bullying 
and that some parents had indicated 
bullying was an issue. We are com-
mitted to making this zero.  
 
Students will continue to develop 
their knowledge and skills through 
our weekly Monday morning assem-
blies and as part of their weekly les-
son focussed on our values.  
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Bully Zero Australia Foundation – Student and Parent Bullying Prevention Pro-
grams  
 
Term 2 also brings another important event to our school community. We are proud to be 
hosting members from the Bully Zero Australia Foundation for student and parent anti-
bullying presentations. This student bullying prevention program will be tailored to suit our 
school’s context and delivered in school.  
 
The parent session will be delivered free of charge to our school community and will take 
place at the Willow Grove Community Hall on Wednesday the 18

th
 of April from 6:00 – 

7:30 pm. The session is delivered by qualified presenters from the Bully Zero Australia 
Foundation and is not to be missed. More details will be sent home to each family before 
the end of the week. I would encourage you to save the date and take up the opportunity 
to attend this presentation.  
 

WHEN: Wednesday the 18
th
 of April, 2018 

TIME: 6:00pm start, session lasts 1.5 hours  

WHERE: Willow Grove Community Hall  

AUDIENCE: All Willow Grove Primary School parents, guardians, other interested 

family members and community organisations  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take care and all the best for the rest of the week. 
 

Brendan Dawson  

Principal’s Report Continued 

LEFT: A massive thank-you to Ella Gillies and Kumi 
Slade who dressed in traditional Filipino and Japa-
nese outfits and cooked some traditional style 
foods for the students to taste.  

RIGHT: Also pictured are Hannah Khalid 

Nour El Deen (dressed as Egyptian Cleopat-

ra), Dhiira Slade (with a Judo outfit) and Ella 

Gillies (wearing a traditional Filipino dress)  
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News from Ann 
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National Day Of Action Against Bullying And Violence 
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Pictured below are some photos from the Senior School Athletic Sports held last Friday at 

the Joe Carmody Athletics track. Many of our students placed first, second and third in 

their events and will now progress through to the next stage of competition in September.  

 

 

 
 

 

Tanjil Valley Senior Athletics Carnival  
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 Thank-you to Michelle, Joan, Mr. Blythman and Mr. Woodroffe 
for their support at the Senior School Athletics carnival. Thanks also 
to Mrs. Abbott and Mr. Butler for organising and running the trials at 
school in preparation for the day. Students who finished 1

st
 or 2

nd
 in 

their event qualify for the Division Athletics Carnival in September of 
this year.  

 Thank-you to Mr. Blythman for being Acting Principal and the rest of the staff whilst I 
was away last week.  

 Thank-you to Kumi Slade and Ella Gillies for cooking and preparing different cultural 
treats representing their heritage for our students to enjoy as part of our celebrations 
for Harmony Day.  

 Thank-you to the Hill End Junior Football Club, Willow Grove Auskick and AFL 
Gippsland for organising our AFL Schools Day today. It was a great event enjoyed 
by students at Rawson and Tanjil South Primary Schools.  

 Thank-you to Lee Donoghue for fixing a tap in the student toilets last week.   
 Thank-you to our Parent Association and others who baked, donated or helped with 

our stall at the Hill End Market last Sunday. Unfortunately the weather saw the mar-
ket finish up earlier than anticipated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Footy tipping competition starts soon.  
 
It only costs $23 to join and there will be weekly 
prizes as well as a fantastic grand prize at the end 
of the season. 
 
Please complete your details on the slip below if you would like to enter, and drop it into the 
school office with your entry fee payment. 
 
If you have any queries, please see Michelle. 

 

FOOTY TIPPING 2018 
 
 
NAME:……………………………………………………… 

ROSTER 
WEDNESDAY  
28th March 

Ella G. 

FRIDAY 
20th April 

TBA. 

  

Footy Tipping 2018 

Lunch Orders—Term 2 Changes 

School lunch orders are moving to Fridays 
commencing Term 2. 
 
We are still looking for more volunteers to 
assist with lunches. If you are available on 
Fridays, and are willing to give up an hour 
of your time, please leave your name at the 
office, or contact Ella on 0407 056 520. 



 

Community News 


