
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Footy Tipping – it is not too late to join our footy tipping competi-
tion. It costs $1 per round ($23 Total) with great weekly and end of 
year prizes. Money raised from this competition subsides our 
Grade 6 Graduation Camp at the end of the year. If you are inter-
ested in entering or would like to be a sponsor, please speak to 
Michelle.  

 Term 1 ends on Thursday the 29
th
 of March at 2pm.  

 Our Annual Easter Tabloid Sports will again operate on the last day 
of Term 1. This year students will be required to come dressed 
in their school uniform.  

 Lunch Orders are moving to Fridays commencing the start of 
Term 2. 

 We love to have parent helpers! If you are interested in helping 
out, in any capacity big or small please speak to your child’s teach-
er. However you must have a valid Working with Children Check. 
The good news is, they are free and easy to get. All you need to do 
is visit, http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ . Please speak 
to a member of staff if you would like any help with this.  

 

 Bully Australia Foundation – Parent and Community Bullying 
Prevention Program – the eldest child in each family should have 
received a letter regarding the Bullying Prevention Program we are 
running for our school community on Wednesday the 18

th
 of April. 

Please return the yellow form attached to the letter by this Thurs-
day the 29

th
 of March.  
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TERM 1 2018 

 29th March—Tabloid Sports 

 29th March—Last Day Term 1—

2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 18th April—Bullying Prevention 

Student Program at School 

 18th April—Bullying Prevention 

Parent Program at WG Commu-

nity Hall—6pm—7:30pm 

 25th April—ANZAC Day 

 30th April—School Photos 

 14th—25th May—NAPLAN 

 18th May—Curriculum Day 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
Brekky Club 
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Bullying Prevention 
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www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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As we approach the end of Term 1 and get ready for the Easter school holidays, it is an 
opportune time to stop, reflect, acknowledge and celebrate the noticeable positive chang-
es that have been observed throughout the first 9 weeks of the school year.  
 
As a staff, this is exactly what we did this Monday at assembly, with each staff member 
taking the time to say thank-you to our students for their contribution in making sure our 
school environment continues to be safe and inclusive for all.  
 
 Michelle – expressed her thanks for the positive manner in which students not 

only greet her each morning, greet each other and greet other staff members 
but also extend their greeting by asking questions such as, “how are you go-
ing? How was your weekend? etc. This certainly makes for a great start to an-
yone’s day! 

 
 Mrs. McCartney – acknowledged those students who had been an Upstander – 

that is students who had reminded others of our school values and expecta-
tions 

 
 Mrs.Trickett – acknowledged her grade’s effort in earning Golden Tickets and 

working towards their classroom goal. She also commented on how older stu-
dents assisted younger students when injured or hurt.  

 
 Mr. Butler – thanked our students and school community for making him feel 

welcomed by being friendly in their greetings and conversations with him. Mr. 
Butler explained he was nervous at first but the nerves quickly disappeared 
due to the welcoming nature and friendly disposition of our students.  

 
 Mr. Woodroffe – thanked his class for the way they have collaborated and 

demonstrated teamwork in class. He also celebrated the positive behaviour of 
all students at recess and lunchtime!  

 
 Mr. Blythman – expressed his thanks to all of the Grade 5/6 students for lead-

ing by example when playing football and soccer safely and reminding young-
er students of the expectations we have when playing these games at recess 
and lunchtime.  

 
We also had our values captains Lincoln Mulley (Community), Jade Vosper (Resilience), 
Seth Grixti (Teamwork) and School Captain Ruby Mether participate in a sit down Ques-
tion and Answer session focussing on the key learnings from our assemblies and weekly 
values lessons over the past 9 weeks. This student panel were able to clearly articulate 
their understanding of key messages and gave great advice to our students regarding a 
range of questions that covered the topics we have been focussing on.  

To further support and supplement this work and include our school community in these 
important conversations, we are pleased to have partnered with the Bully Zero Australia 
Foundation to deliver a Bullying Prevention Program to our school community. The pro-
gram will take place on Wednesday the 18

th
 of April from 6:00pm to 7:30pm at the Willow 

Grove Community Hall.  
 
The program is delivered by qualified Victorian Institute of Teaching Primary and Second-

ary school teachers and will cover the topics listed on the following page:  
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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 Bullying definition - what is and is not bullying. 

 Different types/forms of bullying. 

 Facts and Australian statistics.  

 Who is involved? Victim, perpetrator and bystander. 

 Role of the Upstander. 

 How to deal with bullying and bullies. 

 Empathy and respect – online and offline. 

 Cyber safety. 

 Where to seek help. 

We recognise that we will achieve the best results for our students when we work along-
side and together with our parents, guardians and community members and strongly en-
courage you and your family to attend this session. By now, the eldest child in each family 
should have received a letter informing you of this event. Please return the accompanying 
yellow form to the office by tomorrow, Thursday the 29

th
 of March.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN: Wednesday the 18
th
 of April, 2018 

TIME: 6:00pm start, session lasts 1.5 hours  

WHERE: Willow Grove Community Hall  

AUDIENCE: All Willow Grove Primary School parents, guardians, other interested 

family members and community organisations  

COST: FREE 

I hope that each family has a safe and enjoyable Easter holiday period. The 
Easter holiday break is a great opportunity to spend time with friends and 
family, recharging the batteries ready for Term 2. School will resume for 

students on Monday the 16th of April.  
 

Take care and all the best over the holiday period. 
 
 Brendan Dawson  

 
 
 

 

 Thank-you to our families, local businesses and community mem-
bers who signed up to our footy tipping competition. This is a fantastic 
fundraiser which subsidises our traditional Grade 6 Graduation Camp in 
Melbourne. Our footy tipping sponsors are acknowledged later on in our 
newsletter. If you are interested in joining or would like to become a 
sponsor, it is not too late! Please speak to Michelle and she can help 
you out.  

Principal’s Report Continued 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 
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The March meeting of our school council saw our new office bearers elected. I would like 
to congratulate Mark Wilms who was re-elected as President, Ross Gillies who was re-
elected as Vice-President, Lyn Raven who was re-elected as Secretary and Ross Gillies 
who was elected as Treasurer. Kate Mether was elected as the delegate for the newly 
created Fundraising subcommittee and Simon Robinson was re-elected as the Buildings 
and Grounds delegate. A working party was also created to discuss options for any future 
swimming programs given recent changes to our parent payment policy and commitment 
to ensuring the cost of schooling and participating in school based events is affordable for 
all.  
 
School Council also viewed and endorsed the 2017 Annual Report to the School Commu-

nity and discussed the implementation timeline for Compass, our new parent portal. End 

of Term dismissal times were also approved for the 2018 school year. At the end of 

Terms 1, 2 and 3 students will be dismissed at 2.00pm and at the end of Term 4, students 

will be dismissed at 1.00pm.   

 

 

Willow Grove Primary School Council is committed to the wearing of school uniform by all 
of its students. During or after the holiday period, is often a time when families will pur-
chase new uniform items for their children.  
 
Please be reminded that our sole uniform supplier is Beleza School Uniforms. The most 
common reason we notice for students who are out of uniform is for black shoes and 
wearing the incorrect jumper, especially as the weather begins to get cooler. 
  
Our school policy states that students need to wear black shoes, this includes black 

soles, laces and trimmings and school approved jumpers. We thank-you for your support 

and encourage you to contact the school if you require assistance with the purchase of 

uniform items.  

 
 

 

School Council Report—March Meeting 

Uniform Reminder—Black Shoes/Jumpers 

Jordy R 
Kasey O 
Sam M 
Jess M 
Lucas V 

ROSTER 
FRIDAY 
20th April 

TBA 

FRIDAY 
27th April 

TBA. 
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AFL In Schools Day 



 

Community News 



 



 


