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Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Grade 6 families need to return their Year 7 Application Form – to 
school by Friday this week.  

 Wednesday 9
th
 of May – Grade 5/6 will be attending a Second-

ary Awareness Day at Lowanna College. Please return the per-
mission note no later than Monday the 7

th
 of May. Students will be 

travelling on the Lowanna Bus leaving the general store at 7.47am 
and returning at 4pm.  

 Scholastic Book Club orders are due back at school Monday, 
7

th
 May. 

 Monday 14
th

 May – Thursday 17
th

 of May is NAPLAN Assess-
ment Week. Each year we aim for 100% attendance and partici-
pation.  

 Our May Attendance Challenge has started! Let’s make sure 
that for the next month, we get to school on time, every day! More 
information is available later on in the newsletter.  

 Thursday 17
th

 of May – Crazy Hair Day – Gold coin donation to 
support Ruby Mether’s fundraising efforts to support people suffer-
ing from Alopecia! Ruby will also be having her hair cut at a whole 
school event at 1.30pm.  

 Friday 18
th

 of May – Curriculum Day – the school will be closed 
to students on this day. Staff will be attending a Professional Devel-
opment day offsite. This is our third curriculum day. The date for 
our fourth and final student free day has yet to be set.  

 Monday 21
st

 of May – Walk Safely to School Day – more details 
below.  
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TERM 2 2018 

 8th May—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—2:15pm 

 9th May—Gr 5/6 Lowanna Sec-

ondary Awareness Day 

 11th May—Mothers’ Day Stall 

 14th—25th May—NAPLAN 

 15th May—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 15th May—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 
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 29th May—Division Winter 

Sport—Selected Students 

 11th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 
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ing—7:30pm 

 29th June—Last Day Term 2 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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Our schools vision to create a community of happy, 

healthy and resilient learners is at the forefront of the 

daily work we undertake with our whole school com-

munity and a driving factor of our school wide ap-

proach to talk about, discuss and engage students 

and families with the conversation on the important 

topic of ‘Bullying.’ During the recent Bullying Preven-

tion Programs that were run during the first week of 

this term, our school and students were applauded on 

their knowledge and understanding of bullying behav-

iours and what is means to be an ‘UPSTANDER,’ as 

opposed to a ‘BYSTANDER.’ These two key words 

will be the focus of our future assemblies and my 

Principal reports during the rest of Term 2. 

 
 
During the parent session, it was noted that you are an important part of our work to pre-
vent bullying and to respond effectively if it happens.  Stopping bullying involves every-
one. 
 
If your child talks to you about bullying: 
 
1. Listen calmly and get the full story. Your calm response is important to allow 

your child to tell you all about the situation.  After they’ve told you their story, ask 
questions to get more details if you need to: who, what, where, when.  Although you 
may feel some strong emotions about your child’s experience, try to keep calm to 
avoid more distress to your child.  

2. Reassure your child they are not to blame. Many children blame themselves 
and this may make them feel even worse. You could say things like: ‘That sounds 
really hard to deal with. No one should have to put up with that.’ or; ‘I’m so glad you 
told me. You should be able to feel safe at school. That’s not fair at all’. 

3. Ask your child what they want to do and what they want you to do. A critical 
part of your response is to avoid jumping in to solve the problem.  While it is natural 
to want to protect your child, helping them to find their own solution is a better op-
tion.  It helps them feel they have some power in the situation.   

4. Visit www.bullyingnoway.gov.au to find some strategies. The website has tips 
and ideas for different bullying situations. One idea is to practise strategies at home 
to help your child feel more confident.  

5. Contact the school. Your child may be reluctant for you to do this, so discuss 
the idea and reassure them that the school would want to know and is able to help. 
Make an appointment to meet with your child’s teacher and, if you need to, ask to 
talk with me. Contact the school immediately if you have a concern about your 
child’s safety.    

6. Check in regularly with your child.  Keep the conversation going. It can take time 
to resolve issues, so check in regularly with your child about their experiences and 
their feelings.  Your ongoing support is important.   

 

Principal’s Report 

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/
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Cyber Bullying is also more prevalent in our communities. Some important tips that 
were given include: 

 
 No screen time in children ’s bedrooms!  
 Set limits on use of technology. There are plenty of apps out there that can help you. 

‘Our Pact’ is a free one that was recommended.  
 Talk to and teach your child how to use social media. You wouldn’t let your child 

learn how to drive a car without any supervision or support, so don’t let them use so-
cial media without the same support and supervision! They can both be as danger-
ous.  

 Model appropriate behaviour when online. Children see…. Children do.  
 Be aware of age limits and restrictions on social media apps and games. Did you 

know that the majority of common social media sites require students to be 13+? 
 Don’t remove technology as a consequence. The threat of having technology re-

moved is reported as the number 1 reason students do not report inappropriate 
messages / cyber bullying to parents for fear of having it removed.  

The Office of the eSafety Commissioner is also a great place to explore resources. It has 
links to information about apps and games, including age restrictions and is where you 
can report cyberbullying.  
 
You can visit the eSafety website at https://www.esafety.gov.au/ .  

 
Car Park Upgrade 
 
Baw Baw Shire, in consultation with our school council and the West Gippsland Library 
Corporation have made a commitment to upgrade the front car park section at the front of 
the school. The upgrade will be completed in 2 stages, the first stage will see a walking 
path for foot traffic created, a bus loop and improved signage installed. At this stage, we 
have not been informed when these works will start. Although I am of the understanding 
that it will be before the end of the financial year. The second stage will see the area as-
phalted. There may be disruptions to traffic flow during the works and upon completion of 
the upgrade we will publish revised traffic conditions, as the upgrade will change current 
practices at drop off and pick up times. If anyone wants to discuss this further, please 
come and see me.  
 
Take care and all the best for the rest of the week. 
 
Brendan Dawson 

 

 

 Grade 5/6 families will have received a permission note for the Lowanna Secondary 
Awareness Day. Permission forms are due back at school by Monday, 7

th
 May.  

 Our Mothers’ Day Stall will be held next Friday, 11
th
 May. Each child will have re-

ceived an order form. Please return forms and payment to the office by Wednesday, 
9

th
 May. 

 Letters have been sent home with students who have unexplained absences. 
Please detail the reasons for your child’s absence, sign the form, and return it to the 
school office as soon as practicable. 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Notices Sent Home 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
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It is time for our next attendance challenge. The purpose of our attendance challenges 
is  to promote school attendance, that is all students being on time, each and every day. 
Attendance at school is directly linked to improved academic outcomes. Students who at-
tend school on time, each and every day, do better academically!  
 
In February we ran an individual attendance challenge, where we had 55 students out of 
91 who turned up to school on time for every day of the month. This month, we are run-
ning a GRADE level challenge. The grade with the highest attendance rate (measured 
by lowest number of average absence days per child)  for the month of May will receive 
a Hot Chip lunch as their reward. So, make every day count! We will be publishing lead-
er boards each week in the newsletter.  
 

Top attendance tips for parents 

 Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by 
contacting your child’s school and asking for advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 
 There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 

behind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 
 Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 
 Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good 

idea  
 Don’t make routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning 

family holidays during the term. This includes scheduling haircuts or shopping trips out-
side of school hours.  

 Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and well-

being. Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance 

and wellbeing. 

 
 

Willow Grove Primary School will be participating 
in Walk Safely to School Day on Monday the 21

st
 

of May. Walk Safely to School Day is an annual, 
national event that encourages all primary school 
children to build healthy habits and incorporate 
walking to and from school into their daily routine. 
This community event promotes the benefit of 
leading a healthy lifestyle and has the added ad-
vantage of decreasing traffic congestion around 
the school at the busy drop off and pick up times. 
  
On Monday the 21

st
 of May, we encourage all families to meet at the drop off area of Blue 

Rock Dam (Old Tanjil Road) at 8am where we will then walk around the walking track up 
to school.  
 
Parents, Grandparents, friends and family are welcome to join us for this event. 

 

 

Walk Safely to School Day 

May Attendance Challenge 
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As mentioned above we will be having a crazy hair day at 

school to support Ruby’s efforts. To be involved, and provide 

moral support for Ruby, please send along your child in ‘Crazy 

Hair,’ on Thursday the 17th of May. We will be collecting a gold 

coin donation on the day that will go towards Ruby’s         

fundraising total. 

 

 

 

 

Compass School Manager is a whole school administration package used by our school 

to streamline many school operations such as attendance, communication, excursions 

and reporting. Our staff have begun using Compass in 2018 and soon it will be your turn 

to access the ‘Compass Parent Portal.’ You will have access to features such monitoring 

your child’s attendance and recording explanations for absences, communicating with 

your child’s teacher, booking Student Led Conferences, accessing reports and managing 

permission forms and payments. Information in the form of Parent / Guardian login letters 

and Information handbooks will be sent to families later this term to support you in logging 

on and accessing Compass.  

Compass School Manager – is coming to Willow Grove Primary School 
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Rock & Water Program—Student Report 

Ben M. 
Chelsea S. ROSTER 

FRIDAY 
4th May 

Lisa W. 

FRIDAY 
11th May 

Meryl 

  

In rock and water this week the grade 3/4s were 
learning how to get into the self-defence position. 
We also had to try to get our partner off balance by 
slapping our hands together hard but if you had a 
partner bigger or smaller than you the big person 
would have to be careful. Another thing we had to 
do was take our water hand and place it on our 
partner’s hip and try to push them over and the 
person who had to try to keep their balance was the 
rock. Near the end of the session we had to get a 
bean bag and lay down and put it over your eyes 
and then you would have to imagine that you were 
squeezing your body parts really tight. At the end 
of every session we have to do a rock and water sa-
lute.  

By Dane Jarvis and Nina Gillies 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  8  

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 

Fundraising Committee Meeting 
 

Thank you to all members who attended our final Parents’ Association meeting. We suc-
cessfully dissolved our association and are now looking forward to our first Fundraising 
Committee meeting, next Tuesday, May 8

th
 at 2:15pm. The meeting will be held in the 

staff room at WGPS. I hope to see both old and new faces. At this meeting, we will be dis-
cussing the options of holding every alternate meeting outside of school hours, most likely 
7:00pm on a Thursday night at the Willow Grove Duck Inn. I would love to hear your feed-
back on this idea. 
 

Lunch Orders 
 

A reminder that lunch orders have changed to a Friday for the rest of 2018. Thank you to 
Ella GIllies who coordinates our lunch order program and to all the volunteers who help 
out each week. A new pricelist is included in this newsletter.  
 

Changes to Mother’s Day Stall  
 

At our last general meeting, we made the decision to increase the price of our Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day stall items for 2018. Items have been increased to $10 each allow-
ing us to buy different and better quality items. Many thanks must go to the Willow Grove 
General Store and Pure Bliss Soaps – 2 local businesses who have supported our Moth-
er’s Day Stall this year. A hard copy of the Mother’s Day stall note was sent home with 
students yesterday. Our stall will be held on Friday, May 11

th
. If you are available to help 

at the stall from 9:00am – 11:00am please contact me this week. Observing the thought 
and care that goes into choosing a gift at the Mother’s Day stall always warms the heart. 
If you haven’t volunteered in previous years, I encourage you to do so. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns or would like to discuss any of the above items 
please feel free to call me 0400 156 486 or catch me at school pick up on a Tuesday af-
ternoon. 
 
Kate Mether  
 
 

 
 

Willow Grove Primary School Fundraising Committee Update 
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quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Hello everyone, 
 
This fortnight in MARC Library, we are reading more books by Aaron Blabey in the junior grades, 
including Pig the Winner, Busting! and Sunday Chutney. In the senior grades, we are finishing off 
the last few chapters of Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey, and Ninja Kids by Anh Do.  
 
I am still chasing up just a few books that weren’t returned last year, so please, if you have any 
overdue items, have a good look for them and put them in the MARC Library returns tub at school.  
 
Search for books to borrow at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm 
Please email me if you have any requests. 
 
Happy reading, 
Helen Collins 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-you School Captains Ruby Mether, Darcy Paul and Values Captain for Respect, 
Piper Albert who laid wreaths on our schools behalf at last week’s Anzac Day Commemo-
ration Ceremonies in Willow Grove and Hill End respectively. Ruby also read the names 
of the fallen men and women who represented Willow Grove and Tanjil South during 
World War 1.  
 

MARC Van News 

http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of 
educational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 4 and 8 of 
each term. This means that on one day next week (beginning 7

th
 May) your child’s regular 

classroom teacher will be replaced by Mr. Jace Butler or another casual relief teacher.  
 

 Mrs. McCartney will have her day on Wednesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade P/1. 

 Mrs. Trickett will have her day on Tuesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade 1/2.  

 Mr. Woodroffe and Mr. Butler will have their day on Tuesday. A Casual Relief 
Teacher will take Grade 3/4.   

 Mr. Blythman will have his day on Friday. A Casual Relief Teacher will take Grade 
5/6.   

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the 
classroom. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their 
professional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning expe-
rience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. Please 
note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who are sick, 
on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance their ca-
pacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Regards  
Brendan Dawson 
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