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Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Our next ‘Lunchies’ Day is happening this Tuesday, 5th June. 
Order forms will be sent home today. 

 With one day to go until the end of May – remember every day at 
school counts, and students who turn up to school every day do 
better!  

 Compass SMS Attendance Notification - to ensure that we con-
tact families on the day that any student absence is unexplained – 
we will be sending a test SMS to families on Friday the 1

st
 of June. 

This Friday, families should receive an SMS stating that, “Your 
child, (preferred name), has been marked absent today as of 
9.45am. Please add an approval note at (URL included) or contact 
the school on 5635 2271.” Please only contact the school if your 
family has not received this SMS. This SMS notification sys-
tem will begin on Friday the 8

th
 of June. We would like to en-

courage all families to logon to Compass to explain student ab-
sences. This can be done for future absences as well.  

 Don’t forget to log on to Compass using your details. We will be us-
ing Compass to book our Student Led Conferences and to distrib-
ute reports to parents electronically. To access our Parent Portal, 
go to our website http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/ and click on 
the Compass School Manager tab or alternatively download the 
app, simply search for Compass School Manager in the store.  

 Grade 3/4 Camp Expression of Interest Note is due back to 
school today. Please return the form tomorrow if you haven’t done 
so already. Grade 3/4 Camp is to Sovereign Hill from Monday the 
20

th
 – Wednesday the 22

nd
 of August. A suggested payment plan 

has been sent home to families.  
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TERM 2 2018 

 30th May—Compass Parent Help 

Session—2:30pm 

 5th June—Tuesday Lunchies 

 11th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 14th June—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—Duck Inn—7pm 

 18th June—Student Led Confer-

ences 

 19th June—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 19th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 21st June—Student Led Confer-

ences 

 29th June—Last Day Term 2—

2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

28 
Compass Help 
Session—9:30am 

 
 
 

29 
MARC Van 
 
Division Winter 
Sports—Selected 
Students 

30 
Brekky Club 
 
Compass Help Ses-
sion—2:30pm 
 

31 

Brekky Club 
Mobile Library 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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We are pleased to invite you to our Student Led Conferences for Semester 1, 2018. Stu-
dent Led Conferences (SLC’s) is our way to report student progress, achievement and 
areas for future improvement to parents.  
 
This year, we are utilising Compass for parents to book SLC’s. We anticipate that this ap-
proach will streamline the process for both staff and parents, making it easier for all in-
volved. Instructions on how to book SLC’s via Compass are included on the next page. Of 
course, times can also be booked by phoning the school office.  
 
From this Friday at 9:00am, parents will be able to login to Compass and book a time for 
a Student Led Conference with your child/ren. Conference times will not be able to be 
booked prior to this as the functionality will not be available.  
 
Student Led Conferences is a way for students to report progress and achievement to 
parents and is directly linked to what is occurring in classrooms. Students have the ex-
pectation to take responsibility for their learning and be aware of their progress and learn-
ing goals by answering the two critical questions of: What do I already know and what do I 
need to know next to improve?   
 
Our students have been working hard with the support of their teachers to put together 
their “Golden Folder.” Each student will present a Golden Folder containing work samples 
and evidence of learning and growth. They will also be spending time practising and pre-
paring for these conferences so that they can confidently and articulately explain their 
learning journey.  
 
Student Led Conferences will allow you as parents the opportunity to engage with your 
child/ren about their progress, giving you a greater understanding of your child’s achieve-
ment, strengths and future learning goals.  
 
We are mindful of providing times that suit the needs of families and as such have the fol-
lowing timeslots available to be booked:  
 

 Monday 18
th

 June  
 8am – 11am  
 3.30pm – 7.00pm  

 

 Thursday 21
st

 June 
 8am – 11am  
 3.30pm – 5.30pm  

 
These times have been selected as they have been the most popular times for families in 
the past. Students are required at school on these days and can be collected from their 
classroom to attend their SLC. Each conference will last for 20 minutes.  
 
Compass will walk you through the booking process, but if you have any questions or is-
sues, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 5635 2271.  
 
This way of reporting student achievement is rewarding, valuable and designed as a per-
sonal way for you to experience and hear from your child firsthand their achievements, 
areas for improvements and future goals. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our SLC’s for Term 2.   

Principal’s Report 
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Take care and all the best for the rest of the week. 
 

Brendan Dawson 

 

 Tuesday, 5
th
 June is our next ‘Lunchies’ day. Order forms will be sent home today, 

and are due back at school this Friday, 1st June. A copy of the order form is at-
tached to this newsletter. 

 Student Absence Letters were sent home to families yesterday. It is important 
that your child does not have any unexplained absences. These are absences 
where we do not have the reason for the absence in writing. Please fill out the form 
by explaining any absence and return it to school or alternatively login to Compass 
and add an approval note for any absence.  

 Student Enrolment Details Update Forms have been sent home to families 
with students in Grades 1-6. This is to ensure we have correct and current infor-
mation relating to students who attend our school and their parents/guardians. 
These forms contain additional information that cannot be updated electronically via 
Compass. Please check the information included on these forms and update where 
necessary. Sign the forms where indicated and return them to the school office by 
Friday, 15th June.     
   

 

 Thank-you to David Boyd for umpiring our Mixed 
Soccer team at the recent Division Winter School 
Sports. David had not umpired a game of soccer in 
40 years! He earnt a well-deserved rest after 5 
games.  

 Thank-you to our small but determined crew of 
helpers that have helped our Rock Garden come to 
life: Diane, Sean and Evie Lowe, Marg Mitchell and 
Liam Cumiskey. Pictured left are Prep students An-
gus and Remy, along with Jensen and Ruby Mether 
enjoying this new space.  

Principal’s Report Continued 

Notices Sent Home 
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Willow Grove Primary School had seven students qualify and participate in the Latrobe 
Valley Division Cross Country Competition at Churchill during May.  
 
Students in the 9/10 years age category completed a muddy and hilly 2km course whilst 
the 11 years and 12/13 years students completed the slightly longer 3km course.  
 
A special mention to Josh Garratt (Grade 5) who came 15

th
 in his 12/13 years age group. 

Josh just missed qualifying by five places, which would have seen him advance through 
to the next stage of competition.   
 
Well done to Josh Garratt, Dane Jarvis, Xavier Mether, Darcy Paul, Hamish Phoenix, 
Waylon Van Der Stoep and Rory Wilms.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yesterday sixteen of our senior students participated in Soccer as part of the Latrobe Val-
ley Division Winter Sport Program. Below are some pictures from the event. 

 

 

 

 

Latrobe Valley Division Cross Country Competition   

Winter Sport—Soccer 
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It is time for our next attendance challenge. The purpose of our attendance challenges 
is  to promote school attendance, that is all students being on time, each and every day. 
Attendance at school is directly linked to improved academic outcomes. Students who at-
tend school on time, each and every day, do better academically!  
 
In February we ran an individual attendance challenge, where we had 55 students out of 
91 who turned up to school on time for every day of the month. This month, we are run-
ning a GRADE level challenge. The grade with the highest attendance rate (measured 
by lowest number of average absence days per child)  for the month of May will receive 
a Hot Chip lunch as their reward. So, make every day count! We will be publishing lead-
er boards each week in the newsletter.  
 

Top attendance tips for parents 

 Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you 
have any concerns by contacting your child’s school and asking 
for advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 
 There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a 

student misses puts them behind, and can affect their educa-
tional outcomes and their social connectedness 

 Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 
 Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all ab- sences 

is a good idea  
 Don’t make routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning 

family holidays during the term. This includes scheduling haircuts or shopping trips out-
side of school hours.  

 Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and well-

being. Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance 

and wellbeing. 

 
 
 
 

New Department of Education and Training requirements states that schools must con-
tact parents / carers as soon as possible on the same day for all unexplained absences. 
This new measure supports student safety and wellbeing and improves student attend-
ance. 
 
To ensure that this SMS notification system works, a test SMS will be sent to families via 
Compass on Friday the 1

st
 of June. This is to ensure that we have correct contact details 

for your child. On the morning of Friday the 1
st
 of June, families should receive an SMS 

stating that, “Your child, (preferred name), has been marked absent today as of 9.45am. 
Please add an approval note at (URL included) or contact the school on 5635 2271.”  
 
Please only contact the school if your family has not received this SMS. This is to 
ensure that we have your correct contact details and that in case of your child being ab-
sent from school when you are unaware, you receive notification stating this fact. The 
SMS will be sent to the Primary household – Parent A. If you need to change this prefer-
ence please contact the school. We will begin our SMS notifications for students who are 
absent and unexplained from school a week later on Friday the 8

th
 of June.  

 

SMS Attendance Notification 

May Attendance Challenge 

FINAL  
LEADER-
BOARD  

PUBLISHED 
NEXT WEEK! 
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We are proud to be offering an ‘Open Week,’ for all families in our area who would like to 
experience and discover Willow Grove Primary School.   
 
Our ‘Open Week’ is an open invitation for prospective families and their children to tour 
our school’s facilities and find out about our learning programs and environment.  
 
We would like to invite you to come and drop in anytime from: 
 

Monday the 23rd July to Friday the 27th July 
9:00am – 3:15pm  

 
Of course, if this week doesn’t suit, families are encouraged to contact the school to make 
an individual appointment.  
 
Our full 2019 Prep Enrolment and Transition Information has been included as a poster 
further on in this newsletter. Place this on your fridge for future reference or send it 
through to your family and friends!  
 

On Wednesday the 09/05/18 the grade 5/6’s, Michelle and Mr. Blythman went 
to Lowanna Secondary College for Secondary Awareness Day. We met up with 
some other 5/6 classes from other schools in the auditorium. At Lowanna we 
got a tour of the school and we were shown our home room (room J6). We also 
did metal tech (material technology), science and P.E.  
 
The first subject we had was P.E with Ms. Keegan and Ms. Smithson. The first 
activity that we participated in was movable statues, where you had to dance 
around until Ms. Keegan blew her whistle and you then had turn into a statue. 
Then we played a game called ‘Pony Express’.  You had to throw multiple 
balls at the people who had the (red and very dinted) baton. 
 
In Metal Tech we had Mr. Gordon and we made metal snails. Mr. Gordon had 
pre-cut pieces of metal in different sizes so all we had to do was twirl and spot 
weld the metal. To twirl the metal we had to pinch the end of it with pointy-
nosed pliers, with the first bit of metal we had to twirl into the shape of a snails 
shell (Mr. Gordon calls it by its scientific name: a twirly whirly thing). With 
the second bit of metal you had to bend about 5cm at the end of it so that it 
looked like an upside down L. With the smallest bit of metal you had to twist 
both ends into the snail’s retractable tentacles. To put the snail together you 
had to go and see Mr. Cambell who helped us spot weld the pieces of snail to-
gether to make a whole snail! 
 
The last subject we had was science with Mr. Mayadas. The first thing we did 
was magic writing, which Piper Albert and Rory Wilms volunteered to do. 
Then we made water into an acid. Finally we made… SHERBET! To make the 
sherbet we had to add icing sugar, bi-carbonate of soda and citric acid to fla-
voured jelly crystals. (If you would like the recipe please ask google). 
 
      By Jessica Mangion & Claire Schultz  

2019 Prep Enrolment and Transition Information  

Student Report—Secondary Awareness Day 
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Hello everyone, 
 
This fortnight during our MARC Library sessions, the students in the junior 
grades are writing and drawing about their favourite part of the story, after 
listening to Thelma the Unicorn, Noah Dreary and I Need a Hug, all by Aa-
ron Blabey. The senior grades are exploring the genre of Mystery; through 
the book You Be the Jury by Marvin Miller. The students must listen careful-
ly to the clues for The Case of the Barking Dog and The Case of the Jelly 
Bean Jubilee, to decide which character is guilty of each crime. They then 
write about how they came to their conclusion. Many answers have shown 
great detective skills!   
 

Don’t forget to check out the MARC library online catalogue at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/
taragomarc.htm Please email me if you have any requests. 
 
Happy reading, 
Helen Collins 
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Claire S. 
ROSTER 

FRIDAY 
1st June 

Nicole W. 

FRIDAY 
8th June 

Lisa W. 

  

http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School 

Student Achievements 
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of 
educational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 4 and 8 of 
each term. This means that on one day next week (beginning 4

th
 June) your child’s regu-

lar classroom teacher will be replaced by Mr. Jace Butler or another casual relief teacher.  
 

Mrs. McCartney will have her day on Wednesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade P/1. 
Mrs. Trickett will have her day on Tuesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade 1/2.  
Mr. Woodroffe and Mr. Butler will have their day on Monday. A Casual Relief Teacher 

will take Grade 3/4.   
Mr. Blythman will have his day on Friday. A Casual Relief Teacher will take Grade 5/6.   

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the 
classroom. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their 
professional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning expe-
rience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. Please 
note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who are sick, 
on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance their ca-
pacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Regards  
Brendan Dawson 
 

 
 

 

Professional Practice Days   
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NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School 

Stu-

P A G E  1 0  

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 

 
 

Rock & Water Program—Student Report 

Have You Tried Logging On To Compass Yet? 

On Monday at rock + water we got put into groups, there were two 
people in each group. We had to try and convince the person to 
give us their pocket money and we were not allowed to say rude 
words or inappropriate words. Then we got into two lines and we 
had to face each other on the other side and touch each other’s 
hands at the top of our heads. Then one person at a time went 
through the middle and we had to put our hands down as they 
walked through the middle. Then we had to whisper you are awe-
some to the person walking. Then we had to take a step out and 
one person at a time went through the middle and the people on 
the outside were making funny noises. And the people that were 
going through the middle had to try not to laugh or smile. 
 

By Shelby Williams & Mia Francis. 
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