
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 OVERDUE: Grade 6 families - Year 7 2019 Application Form – 
please return to school ASAP.  

 OVERDUE: Mother’s Day Stall Notices – please return to school 
ASAP. The Mother’s Day stall will be taking place this Friday the 
11

th
 of May.  

 Tuesday 15
th

 May – Thursday 17
th

 of May is NAPLAN Assess-
ment Week. Each year we aim for 100% attendance and partici-
pation.  

 Our May Attendance Challenge has started! Let’s make sure 
that for the month of May, we get to school on time, every day!  

 Thursday 17
th

 of May – Crazy Hair Day – Gold coin donation to 
support Ruby Mether’s fundraising efforts to support people suffer-
ing from Alopecia! Ruby will also be having her hair cut at a whole 
school event at 1.30pm.  

 Friday 18
th

 of May – Curriculum Day – the school will be closed 
to students on this day. Staff will be attending a Professional Devel-
opment day offsite. This is our third curriculum day. The date for 
our fourth and final student free day has yet to be set.  

 Monday 21
st

 of May – Walk Safely to School Day  

 
 

 School Council Members will have received an introductory letter 
and login details for Compass.  

 Letters have been sent home with students who have unexplained 
absences. Please detail the reasons for your child’s absence, sign 
the form, and return it to the school office as soon as practicable. 
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TERM 2 2018 

 11th May—Mothers’ Day Stall 

 14th—25th May—NAPLAN 

 15th May—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 15th May—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 17th May—Crazy Hair Day 

 18th May—Curriculum Day 

 21st May—Walk Safely to School 

Day 

 23rd May—Division Cross Coun-

try—Selected Students 

 29th May—Division Winter 

Sport—Selected Students 

 11th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 19th June—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 19th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 29th June—Last Day Term 2 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

07 
 

08 
MARC Van 
 
Fundraising Com-
mittee Meeting—
2:15pm 

09 
Brekky Club 
 
Gr 5/6 Lowanna 
Secondary Aware-
ness Day 

10 

Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
 

11 
Brekky Club 
 
Mothers’ Day Stall 
 
Lunch Orders 

14 

 
 
 
NAPLAN—
Grades 3 & 5 

15 
MARC Van 
Build & Grounds 
Mtg—7pm 
School Council 
Mtg—7:30pm 

16 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

17 

Brekky Club 
 
Crazy Hair Day 
 
 

18 
Curriculum Day—
No Students Attend 
School 

May 2018 
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www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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The power dynamics involved in a situation where bullying occurs can be very complex. 
At this week’s assembly, our students began unpacking the different roles that people 
play in a situation where bullying occurs, with a focus on understanding what it means to 
be an ‘Upstander’ as opposed to a ‘Bystander.’  
 
The diagram below is a simplistic way to represent the power dynamics of a bullying situ-

ation.  

 

 
 
The role of the bystander and upstander are very important and are often neglected when 
talking about the issue of bullying, as the discussion normally centres on the victim and 
the perpetrator. It is our goal for our students to understand the importance of being an 
UPSTANDER: that is someone who stands up and speaks out. Of all the dynamics in a 
bullying situation, it is the upstander who has the most power. A person or group of peo-
ple who can act like a meerkat; stand up tall, be confident and help their friends and peers 
has an enormous amount of power.  
 
Whilst being a meerkat sounds easy, doing so requires courage and having a skill set that 
allows you to stand up and speak out in a safe and confident manner.  
 
During this discussion with our students this week, we watched a video (available at 
https://bit.ly/2yw7yRT or simply search ‘Bullied Whopper,’) which highlighted what it 
means to be an upstander. Please note that this video contains course language at ap-
proximately the 1.30 sec mark and was muted when students viewed this. This is a pow-
erful video and questions if you would act the same way if you saw a child being bullied 
compared to a Whopper burger?  

Principal’s Report 

https://bit.ly/2yw7yRT
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Some discussion points that you can talk about with your child to support the learning 
they have been doing at school: 
 
 What is an upstander? What is a bystander?  
 Why does being an upstander require courage? 
 What strategies did you see in the video being used by the upstanders? (Answers 

include: asking them are you ok? Standing next to them, having a calm conversa-
tion, telling them that their behaviour isn’t okay, notice that they didn’t become vio-
lent or aggressive; if you do this the perpetrator wins)  

 Ask your child to talk about the traits of the animals below? What is so special about 
a meerkat?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
May Attendance Challenge 
   
Our May attendance challenge is in full swing. The Grade with the highest attendance 

rate during the month of May will receive a hot chip lunch. Students who regularly attend 

school and have a high attendance rate, do better academically compared to students 

who consistently have days off. Below is our class leader board so far.  

 

 

 

 

 

If your child is absent, there are new requirements that will soon come into effect by the 

end of Term 2, which states you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on 

the day of your child’s absence. Likewise, the school must notify you of an unexplained 

absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same day. We will be using 

SMS notification through Compass to meet these obligations. Notifying the school of your 

child’s absence prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the safety and 

wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.  

Take care and all the best for the rest of the week. 
 
Brendan Dawson  

Principal’s Report Continued 

Grade P/1 Grade 1/2 Grade 3/4 Grade 5/6 

8 days 11 and a half 
days 

4 and a half 
days 

12 and a half 
days 
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NAPLAN is short for the National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy and it is 

an annual national assessment for all students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9. Students in Grades 

3 and 5 at Willow Grove Primary School are expected to participate in tests in Reading, 

Writing, Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation) and Numeracy.  

 

This year NAPLAN testing will be conducted from Tuesday the 15
th
 of May to Thursday 

the 17
th
 of May. The test timetable has been copied below for you. All students in Grades 

3 and 5 will have already received an information brochure for parents. If you would like 
more information in the meantime, please visit www.nap.edu.au or speak to your child’s 
teacher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Week in 2018 is all about celebrating the Arts and showcasing the fabulous 

work Mrs Abbott is doing with our students. To celebrate we will be having art activities for 

our students to participate in during recess and lunch on Tuesday, in addition to their nor-

mal arts program that occurs of this day. We will also be having a whole school ‘Rock 

Hunt.’ Stay tuned for more details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank-you to the mysterious person or persons who re-
paired our school shade sail. 

 Thank-you to David Boyd and Marg Mitchell for keeping our 
school gardens tidy. 

NAPLAN—14th May to 17th May 

Education Week—Celebrating the Arts 
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It is time for our next attendance challenge. The purpose of our attendance challenges 
is  to promote school attendance, that is all students being on time, each and every day. 
Attendance at school is directly linked to improved academic outcomes. Students who at-
tend school on time, each and every day, do better academically!  
 
In February we ran an individual attendance challenge, where we had 55 students out of 
91 who turned up to school on time for every day of the month. This month, we are run-
ning a GRADE level challenge. The grade with the highest attendance rate (measured 
by lowest number of average absence days per child)  for the month of May will receive 
a Hot Chip lunch as their reward. So, make every day count! We will be publishing lead-
er boards each week in the newsletter.  
 

Top attendance tips for parents 

 Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by 
contacting your child’s school and asking for advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 
 There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 

behind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 
 Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 
 Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good 

idea  
 Don’t make routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning 

family holidays during the term. This includes scheduling haircuts or shopping trips out-
side of school hours.  

 Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and well-

being. Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance 

and wellbeing. 

 
 

Willow Grove Primary School will be participating 
in Walk Safely to School Day on Monday the 21

st
 

of May. Walk Safely to School Day is an annual, 
national event that encourages all primary school 
children to build healthy habits and incorporate 
walking to and from school into their daily routine. 
This community event promotes the benefit of 
leading a healthy lifestyle and has the added ad-
vantage of decreasing traffic congestion around 
the school at the busy drop off and pick up times. 
  
On Monday the 21

st
 of May, we encourage all families to meet at the drop off area of Blue 

Rock Dam (Old Tanjil Road) at 8am where we will then walk around the walking track up 
to school.  
 
Parents, Grandparents, friends and family are welcome to join us for this event. 

 

 

Walk Safely to School Day 

May Attendance Challenge 
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As mentioned above we will be having a crazy hair day at 

school to support Ruby’s efforts. To be involved, and provide 

moral support for Ruby, please send along your child in ‘Crazy 

Hair,’ on Thursday the 17th of May. We will be collecting a gold 

coin donation on the day that will go towards Ruby’s         

fundraising total. 

 

 

 

 

Compass School Manager is a whole school administration package used by our school 

to streamline many school operations such as attendance, communication, excursions 

and reporting. Our staff have begun using Compass in 2018 and soon it will be your turn 

to access the ‘Compass Parent Portal.’ You will have access to features such monitoring 

your child’s attendance and recording explanations for absences, communicating with 

your child’s teacher, booking Student Led Conferences, accessing reports and managing 

permission forms and payments. Information in the form of Parent / Guardian login letters 

and Information handbooks will be sent to families later this term to support you in logging 

on and accessing Compass.  

Compass School Manager – is coming to Willow Grove Primary School 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

St

P A G E  8  

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Rock & Water Program—Student Report 

Jackson D. 
Ava D. 

Heidi C. 
ROSTER 

FRIDAY 
11th May 

Meryl 

FRIDAY 
18th May 

Student 
Free Day 

  

This week at rock and water we 

learnt what to do if someone was 

trying to have a fight with you. 

You would make eye contact 

with the person with the bully-

ing behaviour then we would 

walk away and get a high five. 

We also did a meditation that 

made you imagine you were 

floating in the sky to go down 

you had to breath out and to go 

up you needed to breathe in. 

By Dylan Vanderstoep & Xavier 

Mether 

HAVE YOU LOST YOUR  
MOBILE PHONE? 

 
THIS PHONE WAS FOUND 
AND HANDED IN TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE. 
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