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Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Students will be dismissed at 2.00pm this Friday. After School 
Care will run from 2-4:15pm. Please book in at the office if you wish 
for your child to use After School care on the last day of Term 2.  

 Parents are reminded to check the lost property box before the end 
of Term for any missing items. We would love to have the box emp-
ty by the end of Term. 

 Term 3 starts of Monday the 16
th

 of July. Every day counts and 
attendance at school is a strong factor in making sure your child 
does well and is prepared for secondary school. Start the new term 
with a goal of not missing a day! Our next monthly attendance chal-
lenge will be happening in the month of August.  

 Prep 2019 Open Week is on from Monday 23
rd

 July to Friday 
27

th
 July. We would like to invite all prospective families to 

have a guided tour with our School Captains and leaders anytime 
during the week. This has been advertised at the local kinder, 
through our official Facebook page and in the Hill End Herald. If 
you know of any interested families in Prep or at other year levels, 
please alert them to this opportunity.  

 Information on our Seasons for Growth Program and an Expres-
sion of Interest form was sent home Friday. These were due back 
to school today. Please return to the office by the end of this week, 
if you would like your child to participate in this program.  

Willow Grove School and  

Community Newsletter 
1 9 T H  A P R I L  2 0 1 7  V O L  1 7  :  I S S U E  0 9  

    

TERM 2 2018 

 29th June—Last Day Term 2—

2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 16th July—First Day Term 3 

 23rd—27th July—Prep 2019 

Open Week 

 23rd July—Lions Club Public 

Speaking Competition—Selected 

Students 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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26 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

27 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

28 

Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 

29 
Brekky Club 
Lunch Orders 
 
Last Day Term 2—
2pm Dismissal 

16 July 
 
First Day Term 3 
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Brekky Club 
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Brekky Club 
 
 

20 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
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Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 
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Like us on  
Notices Sent Home 

OUR SCHOOL USES COMPASS 
SCHOOL MANAGER 

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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As the end of the first semester draws closer, we are also drawing an end to our school wide explic-
it focus on teaching students the important dynamics and associated skills to deal confidently with 
bullying situations. This does not mean however that the important school wide conversations we 
have been having collectively at assembly, through the newsletter and in the classrooms will stop. It 
simply means that for each level, we will be narrowing the focus by continuing to explicitly teach our 
values and our classroom teachers will continue to provide students with the knowledge and skills 
to develop their self-esteem, self-confidence and self-worth, with a goal to empower our students to 
increase their ownership and solve their problems independently. Problems and arguments are 
more likely to be sorted when students solve them for themselves, as opposed to a teacher.  

In our last session at assembly, we again reflected on the importance of being an upstander – that 
is to stand up and speak out when our students see or hear behaviour that is not acceptable. This 
is critically important, as we know that if an upstander stands up and speaks out within 10 seconds 
of verbal teasing or taunting, it is more than likely to stop.  

We want our students to apply this new knowledge to situations they may face in or out of school. 
We asked our students to individually reflect on past situations where they perhaps heard verbal 
teasing / taunting and could have been an upstander, but didn’t?  

“That’s not how we speak to each other at Willow Grove Primary School.” 

“That’s not how we behave at Willow Grove Primary School.” 

Having a repertoire of skills and strategies to efficiently be an upstander is important. The above 
prompts were presented to students as something that could be assertively said to respond posi-
tively to any situation where they recognise that the behaviour of their peers is not matching our 
school’s values.  

We finished by revisiting and reflecting on the overall goal in a bullying situation, winning and 
losing and what you can do to stop the bullying behaviour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you show that you are upset, the perpetrator wins and when we win, we want to continue to 
do so, because winning feels good.  

 If you don’t show that you are upset, you win!  

The above message is best captured in the video by social skills educator Brooks Gibbs, titled, 

“How to Stop a Bully.”  

The video can be found at this link: https://bit.ly/2zod1Np . This has also been posted on our Face-
book page and can be easily found by typing ‘How to Stop a Bully’ into your search engine.  

If you haven’t seen this video or haven’t sat down and discussed the messages in this video with 
your children, I would encourage you over the holiday period to do so. I have seen this video sever-
al times now and each time, I have taken something different from it.  

It serves as an important reminder that it is absolutely necessary to empower kids to solve their 
own social problems. When students solve their own problems, they grow in self-esteem, self-
confidence and self-worth, all of which are vital in living a happy, healthy and resilient life.  

Take care and enjoy the holiday break. 

Brendan Dawson  

Principal’s Report 

https://bit.ly/2zod1Np
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News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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Earlier this month 26 or our students placed entries in the Tanjil Valley Art Show. Some 
photos of our student entries are shown below. We would like to thank all students for 
participating, and congratulate the following students who received awards: 
 
 Dylan Van Der Stoep  Highly Commended 
 Seth Fozard   Highly Commended 
 Piper Albert   Highly Commended 
 Mikaela S.   Second Prize 
 Jessica Mangion  First Prize 
 Ava Damschke  First Prize 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hello everyone, 

For our MARC Library sessions this week, the students in the junior grades are looking at 
all the Aaron Blabey stories we have read this term and then writing and drawing about 
their favourites. The senior grade students are reviewing the different genres of stories we 
have read over the first semester and summarising the traits of each. It has been wonderful 
to see many children expanding their choice of reading material each week, as they try out 
some of the genres we have been studying. More new books continue to be added to the 
MARC Library. You can browse the online catalogue at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/
taragomarc.htm 

Please email me if you have any requests. 

Have a wonderful break, 

Helen Collins 

 
 

Tanjil Valley Art Show 

MARC Van News 

http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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This is my fourth week to WGPS and I am getting to know all the staff and student names.  
I run lunch time activities in the library space for any students who would like to have 
some time out from playing in the yard.  I have also been making a point of being at the 
gate at home time so that I can get acquainted with parents as you come to pick up your 
children.   

Next term I will be facilitating a program called Seasons For Growth. The reason for the 
title is as the years have seasons so do our lives and it helps to know even though things 
look very bleak and cold due to changes that are beyond our control, Spring will always 
follow Winter. If you would like to know more about this program there will be an infor-
mation session after the holidays, time to be advised.  Spaces are limited so it is im-
portant to return the expression of interest form ASAP. 

A thought on speaking a friendly word by Margaret Ingall: 

‘I’ve never known a friendly word that’s ever gone astray, for friendly words are funny things – they hang 

around all day.  They creep inside the saddest heart. They lift a frame of mind, they change harsh thought 

or feeling into action for more mind.  They side inside awareness, they bring balm to heal the soul, they 

strengthen us and nourish, and they help to make us ‘whole’.  So never fight the impulse just to pause and 

say “Hello!”  For friendly words work magic - far more magic than we know.’ 

Change and loss are issues that affect all of us at some stage in our lives. At Willow 
Grove Primary School, we recognise that when changes occur in families through death, 
separation, divorce or related circumstances, young people may benefit from learning 
how to manage these changes effectively. We are therefore offering a very successful ed-
ucation program called Seasons for Growth which will commence in Term 3. This pro-
gram is facilitated in small groups and is based on research which highlights the im-
portance of social support and the need to practise new skills to cope effectively with 
change and loss. The program focuses on issues such as self-esteem, managing feel-
ings, problem-solving, decision-making, effective communication and support networks.   

Every family received a notice last week with more details about the Seasons for Growth 
program. If you think your son or daughter would benefit from Seasons for Growth we 
would encourage you to talk to him/her about participating in the program.  

Willow Grove Primary School is pleased to be able to offer this important program and we 
are confident that it will be a valuable learning experience for those who request to be in-
volved. If you require further information please contact Rita Smith, WGPS interim Chap-
lain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasons for Growth Grief Program—Learning to live with change and loss 

Benny P. 
Blake B. 
Lily B. 

Ebony B. 
Remy S-D. 
Noura K. 

ROSTER 
FRIDAY 
29th June 

Gay T. 

FRIDAY 
20th July 

TBA 
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