
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Compass SMS Attendance Notifications – beginning from Friday the 
8th of June. Families with students that have an unexplained absence will 
receive the following SMS: “Your child, (preferred name), has been 
marked absent today as of 9.45am. Please add an approval note at (URL 
included) or contact the school on 5635 2271.” We would like to encour-
age all families to logon to Compass to explain student absences. This 
can be done for future absences as well.  

 Bookings for our Semester 1 Student Led Conferences are now 
open. Login to Compass, click on the ‘two heads’ icon and then click 
Conferences. Compass will then walk you through the booking process. 
Times can also be booked by phoning the office. To access our Parent 
Portal, go to our website http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/ and click 
on the Compass School Manager tab or alternatively download the app, 
simply search for Compass School Manager in the store. 

 This Friday, we will be practicing our Emergency Management Drills.  

 Monday the 11th of June is a public holiday – No students at school on 
this day.  

 Please return Student Absence Letters to the office. It is important 
that your child does not have any unexplained absences. These are ab-
sences where we do not have the reason for the absence in writing. 
Please fill out the form by explaining any absence and return it to school 
or alternatively login to Compass and add an approval note for any ab-
sence.  

 For families with students in Grades 1-6 please return Student Enrolment 
Details Update Forms to the office. This is to ensure we have correct 
and current information relating to students who attend our school and 
their parents/guardians. These forms contain additional information that 
cannot be updated electronically via Compass. 
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TERM 2 2018 

 11th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 14th June—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—Duck Inn—7pm 

 18th June—Student Led Confer-

ences 

 19th June—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 19th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 21st June—Student Led Confer-

ences 

 29th June—Last Day Term 2—

2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

04 

 
 
 

05 
MARC Van 
 
Lunchies 
 
 

06 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

07 

Brekky Club 
 
 
 

08 
Brekky Club 
 
NO LUNCH  
ORDERS 
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Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday 
 
 

12 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

13 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

14 

Brekky Club 
Mobile Library 
 

Fundraising Com-
mittee Mtg—Duck 
Inn—7pm 

15 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 

June 2018 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 18  :  ISSUE 16 6TH JUNE 2018 

Like us on  
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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As we welcome in the start of winter, we say farewell to our Attendance Challenge for the 
month of May. I would like to thank our students and families for their effort and commit-
ment in making attendance at school a top priority over the 31 days of May. As you can 
see from the table below, it was our senior students leading the way.  
 
Attendance patterns are established early in a child’s life. Children that regularly miss 
days during kindergarten or the early years of school will often continue to miss classes in 
the later years and receive lower test scores than their classrooms. Attendance at school 
every day is vital in ensuring the best academic outcomes for your child.  
 
Attached to this week’s newsletter is an attendance fact sheet for Primary School Stu-
dents. You might like to use this information to help promote positive messages about at-
tendance with your child/ren. It is written in student friendly language and will give you in-
sights into what you might say if your child asks, “why is it important to go to school?” or 
“Are there any good reasons to be away from school?” The answer to the latter question 
being: No. Unless you are so sick you can’t get out of bed or there is an event like a fu-
neral, you should be at school!  
 
Congratulations to both Grade 5/6 and Grade 3/4 students who lived by this motto 

during May. Keep up the great attendance! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Rita Smith – School Chaplain 
 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to Rita Smith who joins our staff at Willow Grove 
Primary School for the next three months. Rita comes to us with a wealth of experience 
working as a chaplain across a variety of different school settings. Rita will be working on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays whilst Chaplain Deb completes work placement as part of her 
studies. I’m sure you will join me in welcoming Rita. Rita can be contacted by phoning the 
school office or dropping in and saying hello in person.   
 
 SMS Attendance Notification  
  
I would like to apologise for any distress that our test SMS Attendance notification may 
have caused last Friday. We wanted to test our SMS system to ensure that all parents 
would be contacted as soon as possible on the same day for all unexplained absences. 
We advertised this test through our newsletter and Facebook page, however we under-
stand that not all parents were aware of this. It was not our intention to cause any an-
guish. This new SMS attendance message will start as of Friday the 8

th
 of June. This new 

measure supports student safety and wellbeing, improves student attendance and en-
sures we comply with revised Department of Education and Training guidelines.  

Principal’s Report 

Date Grade P/1 Grade 1/2 Grade 3/4 Grade 5/6 

Total: 
Absence days 
for the month 

of May 

29 days 37 days 16 and a half 
days 

16 and a half 
days 

Total: 
Average days 

absent per 
child 

1.45 days / 
child 

1.68 days / 
child 

0.66 days / 
child 

0.72 days / 
child 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 
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Student Led Conferences 
 
Student Led Conferences can now be booked through Compass. Since opening last Fri-
day, we have had families book 36 conferences using the online system. We trust that 
you have found this process a much more efficient way than previous methods. If you 
haven’t done so already, please login to Compass, click on the ‘two heads’ icon and then 
click ‘Conferences’ to make your booking. We have had just under a quarter of our fami-
lies make bookings. Let’s see if we can get this to 100%. Bookings can also be made by 
phoning the school office. Our office is staffed on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take care this long weekend. 
 

Brendan Dawson  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank-you to Kate Mether and Brooke Donoghue for coordinating our monthly 
Lunchies for June. Our students enjoyed a selection of toasted sandwiches yester-
day. Stay tuned to the newsletter for our next Lunchies date!  

 

 Thank-you to our families and students for making a committed effort to improve 
their attendance during the month of May. During the month of August we will again 
ramp up the focus with our next Attendance Challenge. Keep turning up to school 
every day, because every day counts!  

Principal’s Report Continued 

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL 

BE NO LUNCH ORDERS 

THIS FRIDAY, 8TH JUNE.  

 

WE HOPE YOUR FAMILY 

ENJOYS THE LONG WEEK-

END. 

 

REGARDS, 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE. 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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Student Led Conferences are a way for students to report progress and achievement to 
parents and is directly linked to what is occurring in classrooms. Students have the ex-
pectation to take responsibility for their learning and be aware of their progress and learn-
ing goals.  
 

Our students have been working hard with the support of their teachers to put together 
their “Golden Folder.” Each student will present a Golden Folder containing work samples 
and evidence of learning and growth. They will also be spending time practising and pre-
paring for these conferences so that they can confidently and articulately explain their 
learning journey.  
 

Student Led Conferences will allow you as parents the opportunity to engage with your 
child/ren about their progress, giving you a greater understanding of your child’s achieve-
ment, strengths and future learning goals.  
 

We are mindful of providing times that suit the needs of families and as such have the fol-
lowing timeslots available to be booked:  
 

 Monday 18
th

 June  
 8am – 11am  
 3.30pm – 7.00pm  

 

 Thursday 21
st

 June 
 8am – 11am  
 3.30pm – 5.30pm  

 

These times have been selected as they have been the most popular times for families in 
the past. Students are required at school on these days and can be collected from their 
classroom to attend their SLC. Each conference will last for 20 minutes.  
 

Compass will walk you through the booking process, but if you have any questions or is-
sues, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 5635 2271. Bookings can also 
be made by phoning the school office.  
 

This way of reporting student achievement is rewarding, valuable and designed as a per-
sonal way for you to experience and hear from your child firsthand their achievements, 
areas for improvements and future goals. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at our SLC’s for Term 2.   

Logon to Compass and Book your Semester 1–Student Led Conference 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School 

Student Achievements 
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Hi, my name is Arita Smith and I am replacing Deb while she is on leave.  
 
I have been a chaplain in various positions since 2008 including four 
schools. Before that I worked as a drug and alcohol councillor as well as a 
housing officer in the Lilydale/Croydon area. I have three adults sons, four 
grandsons, and one granddaughter. I used to be a dairy farmer in another 
life in East Gippsland in a little town called Cabbage Tree. 
 
My chaplain days at Willow Grove PS will be the same as Deb’s, Tuesdays 
8:30am—4:30pm, and Wednesdays 8:00am until 4:00pm. At the end of the 
school day I will be at the exit gates to say goodbye to the students as they 
go home. You can contact me by calling the school during the above men-
tioned times. I will give you a courtesy call after talking with your child for 
the first time, and listen to any concerns you may have. 
 
I am hoping I will be a valuable asset to the school, and I am looking for-
ward to the next three months at Willow Grove. 
 

Rock & Water Program—Student Report 

Greetings From Our Relieving Chaplain 

In rock and water this week we did our salute then people 
got to go through the tunnel of AWESOMNESS! Then we 
did an exercise where we had to put our hands around our 
partner and had to lift them up. Then we had to put our 
hands on our partner’s shoulders and try to not let them 
stand up. After that we did our relaxation where we had 
to put beanbags on our eyes and had to imagine that we 
were floating up into the sky onto the clouds.   
                     

By Heidi Cumming and Jay Garratt                                    

LOST—SIZE 8 JUMPER 
 

We are asking families to please 
check their children’s clothing 
labels and bags. We have a fami-
ly with a missing size 8 Jumper, 
tag is labelled with family name. 
 
If found, please return to school. 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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 Lincoln R. 
ROSTER 

FRIDAY 
8th June 

NO 
LUNCHES 

FRIDAY 
15th June 

Ella G. 
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