
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Willow Grove Lions Club Public Speaking Competition is hap-
pening this Monday at the Hill End Football Netball Clubrooms. 
Congratulations to Claire Schultz, Kyan Mulley (Grade 5/6 repre-
sentatives) and Xavier Mether, Dhiira Slade and Lilly Parton (Grade 
3/4 representatives) who were selected to compete after our school 
based competition in the last week of Term 2. Arrival time is 7pm 
for a 7.30pm start.  

 Breakfast Club starts this Wednesday. Breakfast Club oper-
ates Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings from 8.30-
8.55am. We would love to see some new faces. Please contact the 
office if you would like your child to attend. Breakfast Club is open 
to all students.  

 After School Care continues to operate at Willow Grove Prima-
ry School throughout Term 3. Enrolment Forms and Booking Forms 
can be collected at the office. You do not have to have a perma-
nent booking to use After School Care. After School Care is open 
to all families and is available every night after school until 5.30pm.  

 Prep 2019 Open Week is on from Monday 23
rd

 July to Friday 
27

th
 July. We would like to invite all prospective families to 

have a guided tour with our School Captains and leaders anytime 
during the week. This has been advertised at the local kinder, 
through our official Facebook page and in the Hill End Herald. If 
you know of any interested families in Kinder or at other school 
year levels, please alert them to this opportunity. 
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TERM 3 2018 

 23rd—27th July—Prep 2019 

Open Week 

 23rd July—Lions Club Public 

Speaking Competition—Selected 

Students 

 26th July—West Gippsland Prin-

cipals Meeting 

 30th July—100 Days of School 

Dress Up Day 

 3rd August—Schools National 

Tree Planting Day 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 21st August—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 21st August—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 23rd August—Melbourne Muse-

um Excursion—Grades P-2 

DATES BEYOND TERM 3 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 
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Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Welcome back to Term 3. I hope that you had a fabulous holiday and enjoyed the break 
with your child/children at home. We are certainly excited to have them return to school 
and are ready for another term full of learning opportunities.  

The implementation of Compass as our parent portal throughout Semester 1 was a signifi-
cant step forward in improving the efficiency of communication regarding your child’s pro-
gress at school. It is our goal to have all parents logged in and able to access Compass by 
the end of the year. Parents who have not yet logged in will have their login details and in-
formation sent again. Please get in touch with the office if you have any questions or trou-
bles, as we are here to help.  

We will continue to add and use new features that will add another layer of communication 
to our existing processes at Willow Grove and keep you informed of these changes through 
the newsletter. From the start of Term 3, two of these new added features will see us use 
Compass to send ‘Out of Uniform’ reminders and notification of first aid treatment.  

Willow Grove Primary School is committed to the wearing of school uniform by all of our 
students. We believe it firmly encourages a sense of belonging and pride in our school and 
within the broader community. In an effort to have 100% of our students in school uniform 
every day and to ensure our Uniform Policy is consistently and fairly adhered to, we will 
use reminders through Compass to inform families when their child/ren are not in correct 
school uniform. Please help us out by ensuring your child is wearing the correct school uni-
form.  

We understand that from time to time students are unable to wear full school uniform for a 
variety of reasons. If circumstances mean that your child will be out of uniform on any given 
day, please send a note along to your child’s teacher to explain. If you require assistance 
with the purchase of uniform items, please phone the school office on 5635 2271.  

Parent Opinion Survey  

We're conducting a survey to find out what you think of our school!  

The Parent Opinion Survey is completed annually by the Department of Education and 
Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at every school 
in Victoria. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ percep-
tion of school climate, student engagement and relationships with parent communities. All 
responses to the survey are anonymous and we will use the results to inform school plan-
ning and improvement strategies.  

In 2018, the survey will again be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd. It will only 
take 15 minutes to complete.  

If you have been randomly selected to take part, you will receive a unique school survey 
link that you can use to complete the survey. The survey can be completed on any device 
connected to the internet and can be completed at any time.  

You will be able to complete the survey using a computer, laptop, tablet or mobile phone at 
any time during the period from Monday 23

rd
 of July to Sunday 26

th
 of August.  

ACTIONS – Your Opinion Matters 

Our school staff and School Council actively use the results to help inform our understand-
ing of what we are doing well and what we can do even better, using the data to monitor 
the effectiveness of our improvement plans and shape the future work which we will under-
take.  

Principal’s Report 
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In 2017, among many positives that were noted and celebrated, it was identified that there 
was a need to address the following areas:  

The above table represents an example of how we utilised the information in 2017 to make 
improvements to our school community. On behalf of our students, staff and School Coun-
cil, I strongly encourage you to take the time to complete the survey as it helps to inform 
and shape the direction of our school.   

Please keep an eye out for your survey link over the next week, log-in to the secure site 
and complete the survey online.  

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Brendan Dawson 

 

 

 

Grade 3/4 Sovereign Hill Camp permission forms and information will be sent home 
today. Please note, all forms are due back to school on 27th July, and final camp payments 
due by 10th August.  

Principal’s Report Continued 

Identified Improvement Area / Issue from 2017 
Parent Opinion Survey 

Action Undertaken in 2017 / 2018 to Address Im-
provement Area / Issue 

  

Managing Bullying. Teaching skills and strategies to 
address bullying behaviours and improve the 
school’s understanding of ‘bullying.’ 

Strong whole school focus across the first two terms 
of 2018 through regular and explicit instruction at 
assembly, part of our weekly lessons on values and 
through the newsletter. 
  
Bully Zero Australia Foundation student and parent 
workshops. 
  
Result: 2018 Attitudes to School Survey results 
indicated that 95% of students responded positively 
to Managing Bullying (85% in 2017). Questions 
asked include: I feel safe at this school, This school 
deals fairly with bullying problems, I know where to 
go to get help if I feel bullied. 
  
This was just one example of the strong perception 
and connection our students have of our school envi-
ronment. More details on our positive results will be 
released in future newsletters. 

Understanding how my child is assessed and having 
regular communication with the teacher about my 
child’s progress. 

Introduction of Student Led Conferences and a Val-
ues and Expected Behaviours Report. 
  
Introduction of Compass to improve the level of com-
munication. As the staged implementation of Com-
pass continues, regular reporting on feedback and 
progress will continue to be strengthened. 
  

Parent Concerns. Feeling comfortable about ap-
proaching the school with concerns and having any 
concerns taken seriously. 

Updated Parent Concerns and Complaints policy 
based on consultation with School Council and in 
line with Department of Education and Training 
Guidelines. 
  

Notices Sent Home 
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Turning up to school on time each and every day is vital to ensure your child has the best 
opportunity to excel academically. If an absence is unavoidable, such as attendance at a 
funeral for example, parents can login to Compass and explain the absence. You can al-
so use Compass to keep track of your child’s attendance at school. If you are concerned 
about your child’s attendance or are having difficulties motivating your child in the morn-
ings, please speak to our school chaplain, Rita Smith or your child’s classroom teacher.  

 
On Monday the 30

th
 of July 

we will be celebrating 100 
days of school in 2018. 
 
The theme for this year is 100 
days smarter.  
 
 

All students are encouraged to come dressed looking 
smarter. You may come as someone who was smar t e.g. 
Albert Einstein, Sheldon from Big Bang Theory, a famous 
person that invented something that changed life, a nerd, or 
wear your smartest clothes.  
 
 
 

Attendance 

100 Days of School—30th July 2018 
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Hello everyone, 

Welcome back to term 3! I hope you had a nice break. This term in MARC Library we are reading 
books from the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s (CBCA’s) Book of the Year Awards 
shortlists. In the junior grades, we are reading books from the category ‘Early Childhood’. In the 
middle grades, we are looking at stories from the ‘Picture Book’ section, and in the senior grades 
we are exploring factual and information books in the ‘Eve Pownall’ award category. To find out 
more about the CBCA’s Book of the Year Awards go to https://www.cbca.org.au/about-the-awards 

If you would like to see which books are available to borrow from the MARC Library van, the 
online search page can be accessed at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm 

Please email me if you have any requests. 

Happy reading, 
Helen Collins 

Back for another term, the year is slipping away again.  Hope everyone had a great break 
and is ready to work hard for the second last term.  During the break I caught up with 
family and friends as well as some house work that needed doing. 

There has been a very positive response to the Season’s For Growth program which will 
be kicking off very soon.  You will be getting a letter to acknowledge your child’s place in 
the program once I have spoken to the children whose parents have returned the permis-
sion form.  I find by explaining to the child what the program is about, and asking if they 
would like to be involved, they are much more likely to benefit from the program and 
participate more productively.  

If you have not yet returned the permission form, and would still like your child to partici-
pate, there is still time. However, the cut off day is this Friday.  Let me reiterate I believe 
this is a valuable program for helping children to process their feelings around grief and 
loss that has happened in their lives.  When there is a loss in the family often the children 
get pushed aside, not intentionally, but as adults deal with their own feelings and emo-
tions they are not able to support their children in the same way. 

I am looking forward to a very happy and creative couple of months here at Willow Grove 
PS. 

Chaplain Arita 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARC Van News 

Jacob G. 
ROSTER 

FRIDAY 
20th July 

Nicole W. 

FRIDAY 
27th July 

Kate S. 

  

Chaplain’s News 
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 Ray White Real Estate in Drouin for their donation of $500 towards our school. The 
donation was made possible because parent Lyn Raven selected Willow Grove Pri-
mary School as her community organisation to support after a recent property sale. 
Thanks Lyn! The money will be contributed towards the purchase of a new oven. 
Lunch orders and our monthly Lunchies will then be able to operate out of the bigger 
staffroom. 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Former WGPS Students 

Congratulations to past students   
Jacob Balfour, Thomas Blackshaw, 

Maclan McInnes and Nathan 
Weildon on making the U14 Central 
Gippsland Football Interleague side. 

 

 The boys played in the Interleague 
Carnival over the School Holidays. 

The side came third overall and the 
boys gained a great deal of 

knowledge and experience from 
their coaches and fellow team     

mates. 

 

  Thank-you to the Moe United 
Soccer Club for the donation of 
new soccer balls for our classroom 
sports tubs. Seth Grixti played in 
the “Maccas Cup’ over the holi-
days, with some of the left over 
balls coming our way as a result. 
Thanks also to Sharon McCartney 
and her son Ben, who kindly la-
belled all the balls for our stu-
dents.  



 

Community News 



 



 


