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 100 Days of School Celebration – This coming Monday, the 30
th
 

of July we will be celebrating our 100
th
 Day of School with our Prep 

students. We are encouraging all students to come dressed 
‘SMARTER.’ Ideas include a scientist, author, a fictional character 
from a novel or tv series, ‘Sheldon’, a ‘nerd’ or even just wearing 
your smartest clothes.  

 National Tree Day – On Friday the 3
rd

 of August, our Grade 5/6 
class will again be participating in National Tree Day with the Tanjil 
Valley Landcare Group. Students will be walking to the track and 
planting trees followed by a BBQ lunch. There will be no permis-
sion note with this excursion as it is covered with the local excur-
sion permission.  

 Prep 2019 Open Week - Monday 23
rd

 July to Friday 27
th

 July. 
We would like to invite all prospective families to have a guided tour 
with our School Captains and leaders anytime during the week. 
This has been advertised at the local kinder, through our official Fa-
cebook page and in the Hill End Herald. If you know of any interest-
ed families in Kinder or at other school year levels, please alert 
them to this opportunity. Enrolment packs will be given out as part 
of these tours and we are asking for their return by the 31

st
 of Au-

gust.  

 We are now using Compass to communicate and notify families if 
their child has received sick bay treatment and to send out of uni-
form reminders.  

 Scholastic Book Club Orders are due back at school by Mon-
day, 6

th
 August. 
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TERM 3 2018 

 23rd—27th July—Prep 2019 

Open Week 

 26th July—West Gippsland Prin-

cipal’s Meeting 

 30th July—100 Days of School 

Dress Up Day 

 3rd August—Schools National 

Tree Planting Day—Gr 5/6 

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 21st August—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 21st August—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 23rd August—Melbourne Muse-

um Excursion—Grades P-2 

 31st August—Prep 2019 Enrol-

ment Forms Due 

 31st August—Division Summer 

Sports—Selected Students 

DATES BEYOND TERM 3 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

23 
Lions Club Public 
Speaking Compe-
tition—7pm 
 

Prep 2019 Open 
Week 

24 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

25 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

26 

Brekky Club 
Mobile Library 
 

West Gippsland 
Principal’s Meeting 

27 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
 

30 
100 Days of 
School Dress Up 
Day 

31 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

01 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

02 

Brekky Club 
 

03 
Brekky Club 
Lunch Orders 
 
Gr 5/6 School Tree 
Planting Day 

Jul/Aug 2018 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 18  :  ISSUE 21 25TH JULY 2018 

Like us on  

OUR SCHOOL USES COMPASS 
SCHOOL MANAGER 

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Parent Opinion Survey - We're conducting a survey to find out what you think of our 
school!  

Last week’s Principal’s report contained information on how we utilise the results from the 
annual Parent Opinion Survey to make productive changes to our school environment. By 
now, all primary households will have received an email and SMS link containing instruc-
tions on how to complete the survey.  

The Parent Opinion Survey is completed annually by the Department of Education and 
Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at every school 
in Victoria. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ percep-
tion of school climate, student engagement and relationships with parent communities. All 
responses to the survey are anonymous and we will use the results to inform school plan-
ning and improvement strategies.  

This year the survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 
10-15 minutes to complete. The survey can be completed on any device connected to the 
internet and can be completed at any time.  

You will be able to complete the survey using a computer, laptop, tablet or mobile phone at 
any time during the period from Monday 23

rd
 July to Sunday 26

th
 of August.  

ACTIONS – Your Opinion Matters 

Please keep an eye out for your survey link, log-in to the secure site and complete the sur-
vey online. Due to the size of our school, each family will be invited to participate.  We will 
again be aiming for a participation rate of 100%.  

Important!!!!! 

Please do not share or publish the unique survey link.  

The link will be disabled as soon as we have reached our survey response quota. Only one 
parent from your family is invited to complete the survey. Therefore, it is important that you 
only complete the survey once.   

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week 

Brendan Dawson 

 

 

 Grade 3/4 Sovereign Hill Camp permission forms and information were sent 
home last week. It is important that all forms are returned to the office by this Friday, 
the 27

th
 of July, with final payments due on the 10

th
 of August.  

 Grade P-2 Melbourne Museum Excursion permission forms were sent home 
yesterday. Forms and payment are due back at school by  Friday, 17

th
 August. 

 Grade 6 students have received a Graduation Camp Student Activity Feedback 
form. This form needs to be completed by the students and returned to school by 
Monday the 30

th
 of July.  

 Parents who have not yet logged onto Compass should have received another 
Parent Invitation and Login Information over the last week. Please contact the school 
for any help logging in or accessing Compass.  

 One parent per student should have received an email and SMS instructions on how 
to complete our annual Parent Opinion Survey. Please take the time to complete the 
survey before Sunday the 26

th
 of August.  

Principal’s Report 

Notices Sent Home 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 
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dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
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We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 
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The August attendance challenge is coming up soon! Turning up to school on time each 
and every day is vital to ensure your child has the best opportunity to excel academically. 
If an absence is unavoidable, such as attendance at a funeral for example, parents can 
login to Compass and explain the absence. You can also use Compass to keep track of 
your child’s attendance at school. If you are concerned about your child’s attendance or 
are having difficulties motivating your child in the mornings, please speak to our school 
chaplain, Rita Smith or your child’s classroom teacher. Children who attend school every 
day, do better academically than children who miss days of school.  

 
On Monday the 30

th
 of July we 

will be celebrating 100 days of 
school in 2018. 
 
The theme for this year is 100 
days smarter.  
 

All students are encouraged to come dressed looking 
smarter. You may come as someone who was smar t e.g. 
Albert Einstein, Sheldon from Big Bang Theory, a famous 
person that invented something that changed life, a nerd, or 
wear your smartest clothes.  
 
 

Attendance 

100 Days of School—30th July 2018 
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Rock & Water Student Report—Week 1 

Angus B. 
Adam S. 

In our first week of the Rock & 

Water program with the mag-
nificent Master Lyn. We learnt 
lots! She taught us how to calm 
down with something called 
G.C.B which means grounded, 
centred and then breathe out. It’s 
where you have to ground your 
feet, pat your stomach twice and 
breathe out. She also taught us 
how to balance and to make sure 
our classmates trust us and vice 
versa. We did partner work in a 
game that was similar to tag, but 
you and your partner could stop 
the catcher by yelling “STOP” 
and looking them in the eye, 
then you were safe from getting 
caught at that moment. This 
helped us build our self-
confidence. It was a wonderful 
session with Master Lyn, we 
can’t wait to go back next week! 
 

By Josh Garratt & Piper Albert, 
Grade 5/6 

ROSTER 
FRIDAY 
27th July 

Kate S. 

FRIDAY 
3rd August 

Gay T. 
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 Rock & Water Student Report—Week 2 

Thank-you to Carol Summersgill, the Willow Grove Lions Club and the judges; 
Leah Mether, Katie Grima and Sally Neenan for hosting another successful 
Public Speaking Competition.  

Willow Grove Primary School had 5 competitors who presented fantastic 
speeches this Monday night on the many local attractions in the Willow Grove 
and district area. It was a high standard of competition, with Dhiira Slade and 
Claire Schultz awarded the opportunity to progress to the next stage of the 
competition. Congratulations also to Kyan Mulley, Lilly Parton and Xavier Me-
ther who were runners up on the night after qualifying at the school final. 

Pictured below are the judges with the winners of the night Dhiira Slade 
(Grade 3/4) and Claire Schultz (Grade 5/6).  

In the 2nd week of the Rock & Water program with Master Lyn, we all learnt how 

to trust each other and hold each other up by grabbing our partner’s wrist. One of 

us leaned back and they have to hold us up so we don’t fall back. There was an-

other very fun activity where you had to stand with your legs at shoulder width a 

part and your arms lined up with your shoulders. Then you had to hit the other 

partner’s hands and make them go off balance. There was another activity where 

you had to have your arms lined up with your rib cage and your left arm slightly 

higher than your right. Then your partner had to run around you and try to make 

you laugh or smile. If you laughed, talked or smiled you got a certain amount of 

points. 

It was wonderful to go to another session with Master Lyn we can’t wait for next 

week’s session  

By Indiana Farrell & Montana Donoghue, Grade 5/6     



 

Community News 

Willow Grove Primary School Lunch Orders—We need more helpers! 
 
Due to work or other commitments we have had to say goodbye to some of our regular lunch order 
helpers. We now only have a few volunteers left, and are desperately seeking more helpers. 
 
With enough volunteers to help with lunch orders, everyone need only be rostered on once or twice per 
term. Besides parents, other community members and adults in your family (such as grandparents) are 
also welcome. You do not need to be a member of a school committee to get involved! 
 
Lunch orders operate on a Friday only and usually only take an hour to complete. No experience is 
necessary as full training is provided. You will need a valid Working with Children Check, which can be 
applied for on-line at:http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/  
 
Our students greatly enjoy having the opportunity to have a lunch order once per week, it would be dis-
appointing to have to reduce the frequency of lunch ordering due to lack of volunteers. 
 
If you are available to help out, or have any other queries, please contact the school office on 5635 
2271. 
 
Thank you, 
Willow Grove Primary School Fundraising Committee 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/


 



 


