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 Parents who have not yet logged onto Compass – if you need any 
help logging onto Compass then please contact the office. The best days 
to contact the office are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  

 National Tree Day – this Friday the 3rd of August, our Grade 5/6 class 
will again be participating in National Tree Day with the Tanjil Valley 
Landcare Group. Students will be walking to the track and planting trees 
followed by a BBQ lunch. There will be no permission note with this ex-
cursion as it is covered with the local excursion permission.  

 Our next school ‘Lunchies’ will be held next Thursday, 9th August. 
Order forms will go home later this week. Please note there will be NO 
lunch orders on Friday, 10th August. 

 2019 Enrolments – with our Open Week now finished, we are encourag-
ing all families who are intending to enrol their children at WGPS in 2019 
to return their enrolment pack to the school office by the 31st of August. 
Enrolment Packs can be picked up from the school office or the Willow 
Grove Kindergarten.  

 We are now using Compass to communicate and notify families if their 
child has received sick bay treatment and to send out of uniform remind-
ers. Please support our policy be sending your child in school uniform. 
When your child has Physical Education (Wednesdays in 2018) they are 
permitted to wear any coloured runners, on all other days we require 
them to have black shoes, including trimmings, laces and soles.  

 Our Parent Opinion Survey is now open. We value your feedback 
and comments and actively use this information to celebrate successes 
and make ongoing improvements. One survey can be completed per 
family. Please do not share the survey link and only complete the survey 
once.  

 Scholastic Book Club Orders are due back at school by Monday, 6th 

August. 
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TERM 3 2018 

 3rd August—Schools National 

Tree Planting Day—Gr 5/6 

 9th August—Thursday Lunchies 

 16th August—Fundraising Com-

mittee Meeting—7pm Duck Inn  

 20th—22nd August—Gr 3/4 

Camp to Sovereign Hill 

 21st August—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 21st August—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 23rd August—Melbourne Muse-

um Excursion—Grades P-2 

 31st August—Prep 2019 Enrol-

ment Forms Due 

 31st August—Division Summer 

Sports—Selected Students 

DATES BEYOND TERM 3 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

30 
100 Days of 
School Dress Up 
Day 

31 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

01 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

02 

Brekky Club 
 

03 
Brekky Club 
Lunch Orders 
 
Gr 5/6 School Tree 
Planting Day 

06 
 

07 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

08 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 

09 

Brekky Club 
 
Lunchies 
 

10 
Brekky Club 
 
NO LUNCH OR-
DERS 
 

August 2018 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 18  :  ISSUE 22 1ST AUGUST 2018 

Like us on  

OUR SCHOOL USES COMPASS 
SCHOOL MANAGER 

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Our Vision: At Willow Grove Primary School, we are a community of happy, healthy and re-
silient learners. We embrace challenges in all that we do and have high expectations of our-

selves and others. 

Each year, during Term 2, the Department of Education and Training conducts a Student Attitudes 
to School Survey for all Grade 4-6 students. As a school, we replicate this process every other term 
to ensure we are regularly having conversations with our students about issues that matter most to 
them. Through the surveys and resulting conversations, we gain an understanding of students' per-
ceptions and experience of school and can monitor closely how we are tracking towards our vision 
of creating a community of happy, healthy and resilient learners.  

The purpose of these regular surveys and conversations is to empower our students to take owner-
ship of their school community and increase Student Voice. Student Voice is students actively par-
ticipating in their school and community, contributing to the decision making processes and collec-
tively influencing outcomes by putting forward their views, concerns and ideas. A high level of stu-
dent voice will increase motivation, allow our students to feel connected to and have ownership of 
their learning and their school environment.  

Our students completed their last survey in June and recently spent time celebrating their success-
es and the positive school climate we have at Willow Grove, as well as making suggestions on how 
we can make things even better. The overall results have been shared with you in this week’s 
newsletter edition.  

In analysing the results with our students, we have much to celebrate, be proud of and 
acknowledge as strengths for our school in the eyes of our students. Below is a summary of the 
data, as told to us by our students against each of the areas surveyed.  

Effective Teaching Practice 

 A bit more fun and interesting. More harder!  
 Our teacher is good at telling us what we’re doing.  
 Students can ask a teacher what to do when they’re stuck on something without hesitating.  
 Our teacher is good at making things interesting.  
 Teacher is good at explaining things while keeping kids interested.  
 Teachers believe that all students can do well at this school.  

Teacher Student Relations 

 Teachers have high expectations.  
 Teachers are helpful if something is bothering someone.  
 Teachers care about how they are thinking.  
 We say we pay attention in class and enjoy our work and our teacher expects nothing less 

than our full effort.  

Learner Characteristics and Disposition 

 Grade 4’s are great learners, they don’t give up.  
 Grade 4’s think that their work is fun and is challenging and interesting.  
 Students don’t go to the teacher and catch up on their work when they are absent. We should 

ask the teacher what you missed when you are away from school.  
 We are resilient. 
 Most people want to attend school every day.  
 Probably most parents believe school is important to attend.  
 
Social Engagement 

 Everyone gets a say. 
 Kids love Willow Grove Primary.  
 WGPS accepts 95% of our suggestions and takes in negatives.  
 People could let anyone play with them. Most students always have someone to play with or 

something to play.  
 Teachers make students feel like they have a purpose.  

Principal’s Report 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Student Safety  

 Teachers give you respect and everyone gets treated fairly. 
 Teachers care about how you are feeling and how you work. 
 Be an up-stander.  
 At this school, there are plenty of teachers who care about me.  
 Students should not be allowed to go down the slide head first.  

The next step is to delve deeper in this information with our student leadership team, where we will 
summarise the results, report the findings back to the students and then select an improvement ar-
ea to focus on over the next term. This improvement cycle stays true to our goal of empowering 
students to take ownership of their learning and their environment and increases student voice.  

The graphs below, detail our school’s individual results. The coloured section of the graph, repre-
sents the percentage of positive responses (i.e. responded strongly agree or agree to the questions 
asked), the light grey represents the percentage of neutral respondents (the percentage of re-
spondents who neither agreed or disagreed with the statements) and the dark grey represents the 
percentage of negative respondents (i.e. responded strongly disagree or disagree to the questions 
asked.) The black line indicates our students’ responses in 2017.  

To help make your own analysis easier, 29 students completed the survey, 90% represents 26 out 
of 29 students and 4% represents 1 out of 29 students.  

Our student’s ‘Experience of Bullying’ was not reported in a graphical format in 2018. However, I 
am pleased to say that we reached our goal of having zero incidents of bullying. We will 
continue to educate and support our students in understanding the dynamics of bullying and what 
they can do to make a positive difference as a member of their school community. These results 
highlight the positive learning environment and culture our students have been part of creating.  

It also reflects the positive comments we consistently receive from visitors to the school on a regu-
lar basis. Well done to all Willow Grove Primary School students, especially our senior students 
who lead by example and are positive role models for those who follow their example.  

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Brendan Dawson 

Principal’s Report Continued 
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This week we celebrated the 100
th
 day of school. Im-

agine the difference in learning outcomes if over the 
course of those 100 days, if your child missed school. 
We know that students, who have a high attendance, 
do better academically. Our August attendance chal-
lenge started today. All students who have a 100% 
attendance record during the month of August, will par-
ticipate in a special BBQ lunch. Let’s make every day 
count!     
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 One parent per student should have received an email and SMS instructions on how 
to complete our annual Parent Opinion Survey. Please take the time to complete the 
survey before Sunday the 26

th
 of August. We take action on your feedback and it 

helps to celebrate the great things about our school and make the good things even 
better.  

 Family Statements were emailed home today. Please review your statement, 
and if you have any queries please contact Cindy at the office on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays or Fridays. School fees are now overdue. If you are experiencing fi-
nancial difficulties, please contact the office for assistance. 

 Parents of students with unexplained absences will receive a letter today detailing 
dates of these absences. Parents are encouraged to log-on to Compass to explain 
these absences. Alternatively, write an explanation for each absence in the space 
provided, sign the letter and return it to the school office. 

 

Attendance 

Notices Sent Home 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
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Rock & Water Student Report—Week 3 

 

In 3rd week of Rock & Water program with Master Lyn we learnt lots of 
various relaxation and self-defence techniques. Our first relaxation 
technique was using a KIAI (not the car), where you connect your 
hands together and take a big breath in, when you blow out and put 
your hands down while yelling out and while doing a push up. Some of 
the relaxation techniques we did involve the kiai exercises, the worry 

tree and the arm swinging. We were all happy to go to another rock and 
water class. We can’t wait to see master Lyn again.  

By Seth grixti and Kyan Mulley, Grade 5/6 

ROSTER 
FRIDAY 
3rd August 

Gay T. 

FRIDAY 
10th August 

NO 
LUNCHES 
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Hello everyone, 

This term we are enjoying reading and evaluating the books from the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia’s (CBCA’s) Book of the Year Awards shortlists. The children are going to choose the 
books which they think should be the winners. So far in the junior grades, we have read Hark, it’s 
me, Ruby Lee by Lisa Shanahan and Boy by Phil Cummings. In the middle grades, we have looked 
at Swan Lake by Anne Spudvilas, and The Great Rabbit Chase by Freya Blackwood, and in the 
senior grades, Amazing Australians in their Flying Machines by Pru and Kerry Mason, and M is 
for Mutiny! History by Alphabet by John Dickon. It is interesting to hear the children’s preferences 
and their opinions about each of the books.  

If you would like to find out more about the CBCA’s Book of the Year Awards go to https://
www.cbca.org.au/about-the-awards 

If you would like to see which books are available to borrow from the MARC Library van, the 
online search page can be accessed at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm 

Please email me if you have any requests. 

Happy reading, 

Helen Collins 

 

100 Days of School—100 Days Smarter! 

MARC Van News 

https://www.cbca.org.au/about-the-awards
https://www.cbca.org.au/about-the-awards
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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Thank-you to our families and students for making an 
effort and celebrating 100 days of school! It made for a 
great event and everyone definitely looked ‘SMARTER.’ 
Thanks also to Mrs McCartney for organising the day.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

At the end of Term 2 and the beginning of Term 3 Chris from AFL Gippsland came in to 
teach the grade 3-6’s Football skills during P.E. Some photo’s of this 4 week program are 
shown below.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

P.E. News from Mrs Abbott 

Willow Grove Primary School Lunch Orders—We need more helpers! 
 
Due to work or other commitments we have had to say goodbye to some of our regular 
lunch order helpers. We now only have a few volunteers left, and are desperately seeking 
more helpers. 
 
With enough volunteers to help with lunch orders, everyone need only be rostered on once 
or twice per term. Besides parents, other community members and adults in your family 
(such as grandparents) are also welcome. You do not need to be a member of a school 
committee to get involved! 
 
Lunch orders operate on a Friday only and usually only take an hour to complete. No ex-
perience is necessary as full training is provided. You will need a valid Working with Chil-
dren Check, which can be applied for on-line at:http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/  
 
Our students greatly enjoy having the opportunity to have a lunch order once per week, it 
would be disappointing to have to reduce the frequency of lunch ordering due to lack of 
volunteers. 
 
If you are available to help out, or have any other queries, please contact the school office 
on 5635 2271. 
 
Thank you, 
Willow Grove Primary School Fundraising Committee 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Com-
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of 
educational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too, we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 4 and 8 of 
each term. This means that on one day next week (beginning 6

th
 of August) your child’s 

regular classroom teacher will be replaced by Mr. Jace Butler or another casual relief 
teacher.  
 

Mrs. McCartney will have her day on Wednesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade P/1. 
Mrs. Trickett will have her day on Tuesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade 1/2.  
Mr. Woodroffe will have his day on Monday. Mr Butler will take Grade 3/4.   
Mr. Blythman will have his day on Friday. Mr Butler will take Grade 5/6.   

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the 
classroom. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their 
professional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning expe-
rience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. Please 
note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who are sick, 
on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance their ca-
pacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Regards  
Brendan Dawson 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Practice Days 



 


