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 Time is running out to have your say! The Department of Education and 
Training’s annual Parent Opinion Survey is now live. A link has been sent 
to each family via email. 57 surveys were distributed, one to each family. 
In the last week, 2 additional families have completed the survey to take 
our tally to 27 surveys completed. Please complete the survey by Sunday 
26th August. It takes 10-15 minutes to complete and your opinion helps 
shape our school.    

 Grade P-2 Melbourne Museum Excursion – is happening tomorrow 
Thursday 23rd of August. Students need to arrive at school at 
7.45am for an 8.15am departure. Students are expected to arrive back at 
school at 4.30pm. Any changes to this schedule due to traffic etc. will be 
communicated to families through Facebook and Compass, our parent 
portal.  

 2019 Enrolments – families who are intending to enrol their children at 
WGPS in 2019 need to return their enrolment pack to the school office by 
the 31st of August. Enrolment Packs can be picked up from the school 
office or the Willow Grove Kindergarten.  

 Grade 5/6 Camp – Woorabinda 2018 – our Grade 5/6 Camp to Woora-
binda is just around the corner in Term 4. More details including permis-
sion forms, medical forms and dietary forms will be sent home in the 
coming weeks. It is expected that our students will be the first group ever 
to undertake this particular Woorabinda Camp program. The cost of the 
camp is yet to be confirmed but it will be approximately $250 as adver-
tised in our Parent Payment Policy at the start of the year. Please keep 
your eye out for more details.  

 August is Attendance Challenge Month – there is not long to go. All 

students who have a 100% attendance record during the month of Au-
gust, will participate in a special BBQ lunch. Let’s make every day count 
in August!  
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TERM 3 2018 

 23rd August—Melbourne Muse-

um Excursion—Grades P-2 

 31st August—Prep 2019 Enrol-

ment Forms Due 

 31st August—Father’s Day Stall 

 31st August—Division Basket-

ball—Selected Students 

 4th September—LV Division Ath-

letics—Selected Students 

 18th September—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 18th September—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 19th September—Gr 3/4 T20 

Blast Schools Cup 

 21st September—Footy Colours 

& Pie Day 

DATES BEYOND TERM 3 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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Brekky Club 
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Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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School Council met last night for the August Reporting Meeting. Of particular note for our 
families and school community was the approval of our fourth and final curriculum day in 
2018. Wednesday the 21

st
 of November will be a student free day, allowing staff the oppor-

tunity to participate in first aid and CPR training.  

We plan to open this training opportunity up to local community groups, people and organi-
sations. There will be more details regarding the training advertised in our newsletter and 
through our Facebook page. If you may be interested in this opportunity, please keep an 
eye out for the details that will follow in coming weeks.  

School Council also provided feedback and consultation on our Homework Policy. The pur-
pose of the Homework Policy is to be provide an outline of our school’s expectations for 
homework and at home learning. Next week’s Principal’s report will provide more details on 
the policy. It is expected that this revised policy will be implemented at the start of the 2019 
school year.  

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Brendan Dawson 

 

 

 Permission Notes and information for the Latrobe Valley Division Athletics Carnival 
have been sent home with selected students. Please return the form to school by the 
31

st
 of August. This event costs $5 to help cover the cost of the bus.  

 Permission Notes have been sent home with students participating in the Division 
Basketball competition on the 31

st
 of August. Students will be travelling via private 

transport and parents will need to ensure they complete the transport permission form 
that accompanied the excursion permission form. Forms are due back at school on 
Monday, 27th August. There is no cost for this excursion. 

 Father’s Day Stall notices have been sent home. Forms and money are due back to 
school by the 28

th
 of August. Presents will be sent home on Friday the 31

st
 of August. 

 

 

 

 

 Thank-you to our Education Support Staff for the amazing work that they do each and 
every day for our school community including our parents, our staff and the students 
that they work with. Last week was ES week and we celebrated with a special morn-
ing tea. Thanks to Cindy, Michelle, Brooke, Joan, Rita and Eden. 

 

 Thank-you to Madeline Scott who has been completing a pre-service teacher place-
ment in the Grade 1/2 classroom with Mrs Trickett. It has been a pleasure hosting you 
here at Willow Grove and we wish you all the best with your future studies.   

 

 Thank-you to Mr. Woodroffe, Mrs. Brown and Mrs Sarah Cumming for their attend-
ance at camp over the past three days. Our camping program is an important aspect 
of our senior program and without the extra work of our staff and parent volunteers, 
our students would not benefit from the many experiences of school camps. Thanks 
also to Mrs Bree Edwards and the 6 students from Rawson Primary School who 
joined our students. A great three days was had and we look forward to hearing and 
reading about their adventures in next week’s newsletter.  

Principal’s Report 

Notices Sent Home 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Stu-
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On behalf of staff and students I would like to thank our families and community members 
who collected and donated Coles Sports for Schools vouchers to our school. Together we 
collected 24,217 vouchers which were redeemed on various sporting equipment items. 
Pictured below are Grade 6 students Kyan Mulley and Jessica Mangion with our new 
sports equipment. 

Alison Abbott 
Specialist Teacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

P.E. News from Mrs Abbott 

Hamish P. 
ROSTER 

FRIDAY 
24th August 

Robyn G. 

FRIDAY 
31st August 

T.B.A. 

  



 

Community News 

WILLOW GROVE TENNIS CLUB 

The tennis season is fast approaching so the club 
needs to start some planning.  

This will start with the AGM on Wednesday 29th 
August at 7.30pm at the tennis club 

rooms.  Come along and find out about the new 
netball/tennis club rooms that have been given 
funding. If you cannot make the meeting please 

let Dennis, Jo or Joan know. 

 
Anyone in the community can attend so come 

along and have your say. We are always looking 
for volunteers to help look after the courts and 

help with the training of the juniors,    if interested 
please let Dennis (5633 2756), Jo (0437 120 

984) or Joan (5635 2361) know. 

WILLOW GROVE TENNIS CLUB 

JUNIOR TENNIS 

Training for juniors who want to play competition 
tennis will commence on the 4th of September, 

then continue on the 11th and 18th of September.  
It is important that you attend training; 3.15 - 4pm 

for primary school children and 4 - 5pm for the 
older children. 

If you cannot attend but want to be in a Saturday 
morning team please contact Jo Baker (0437 120 
984), Joan Brown (5635 2361) or Pauline Black-

shaw (0401 947 630).  
We have grades suitable for all standards of ten-
nis. If you did not play in a team last season but 

would like to this season please come along. 
 

After the school holidays we will open up training 
to children wanting to learn to play tennis. 



 



 



 


