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 Our annual Parent Opinion Survey has been extended. Families who 
have not had their say have until the 2nd of September. We have had 35 
out of 57 families complete the survey. If you haven’t had your say, 
please do so by this Monday. It only takes 10 minutes.  

 2019 Enrolments – any families who are intending to enrol their children 
at WGPS in 2019 need to return their enrolment pack to the school office 
by the 31st of August. This helps us effectively plan for the 2019 school 
year.  

 August is Attendance Challenge Month – Our BBQ lunch for all stu-
dents who attended every day in August will take place on Tuesday the 
7th of September. Students will receive a special certificate to take home 
with these details to recognise their effort in the month of August.  

 Division Basketball – this Friday a group of boys and girls will represent 
Willow Grove in the Division School Sports Basketball competition. The 
students will be travelling via private car, we wish them the best of luck.  

 The Latrobe Valley Division Athletics Carnival is taking place this 
Tuesday the 4th of September. Participating students will be travelling via 
bus, leaving shortly after 9am and returning at approximately 2.30pm. 
Good luck to all students. Please return permission notes and $5 for the 
bus by Tuesday.  

 Our fourth and final Student Free Day has been set for Wednesday the 
21st of November. Staff will be completing their Level 2 First Aid including 
CPR. If any member of our school and broader community would like to 
join us, please contact the office. More details are included in the flyer 
later on in the newsletter.  
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TERM 3 2018 

 31st August—Prep 2019 Enrol-

ment Forms Due 

 31st August—Father’s Day Stall 

 31st August—Division Basket-

ball—Selected Students 

 4th September—LV Division 

Athletics—Selected Students 

 14th September—Fiver for a 

Farmer Day 

 18th September—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 18th September—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 19th September—Gr 3/4 T20 

Blast Schools Cup 

 21st September—Footy Colours 

& Pie Day 

DATES BEYOND TERM 3 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 
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Student Achievements 
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At our previous school council meetings, school councillors have provided feedback on our 
school’s Homework Policy. The topic of homework in schools has been publicised in the 
media of late and the purpose of this consultation with our school council was to ensure our 
school’s expectations reflects those of our parent community.  

The purpose of our Homework Policy is to outline to our students, parents/carers and 
school staff Willow Grove Primary School’s expectations for homework and at home learn-
ing, and to provide a consistent approach across the school.  

Willow Grove Primary School acknowledges that homework should be tailored and 
adapted to suit the personal and developmental needs of students. We also acknowledge 
that homework is a valuable part of schooling and allows for practising, extending and con-
solidating work done in class. We also acknowledge that homework is most effective when 
it is fun, enjoyable and engaging. It establishes habits of study, concentration and self-
discipline which will serve students for the rest of their life. It enables students to inde-
pendently apply their learning outside the school environment.  

The school also recognises that children need time after school to relax, play, be with fami-
ly and friends, pursue hobbies and interests, go on outings and learn to organise their own 
free time. To ensure that we have this balance right, the following expectations have been 
set at each Grade level.  

Expectations at Each Grade Level  

Grade Prep – Year 4  

 Daily reading to, with or by parents/carer or older siblings for a minimum of 20 
minutes per night. This daily reading should be accompanied by conversations with 
children around the texts that they have read and be recorded in the reading diary. 

 In addition to the minimum of 20 minutes reading, students will be provided with spe-
cific words (a minimum of 5) that they are encouraged to practise each night. It is the 
goal for students to read, write, understand the meaning of and spell these words. 

Year 3 to Year 4  

 At the discretion of the classroom teacher, there may be additional weekly homework 
tasks given to students that may include extension assignments, class work, essays 
and research. This additional homework task will occur on a weekly cycle.  

 Students are generally not expected to spend more than 30 minutes per week on 
these additional homework tasks. No homework tasks will be assigned over the 
weekends (allocated Friday and to be returned Monday) or during the school holiday 
period. 

Year 5 to Year 6 

In Grades 5 and 6, the objective of homework is to build on the concepts of self-discipline, 
responsibility and initiative to prepare students for secondary school.  

 Assigned homework tasks will include daily independent reading with a minimum time 
of 20 minutes. This daily reading should be accompanied by conversations with chil-
dren around the texts that they have read and be recorded in the reading diary.  

 There will be additional weekly homework tasks given to students that may include 
extension assignments, class work, essays and research. This additional homework 
task will occur on a weekly cycle.  

 Students are generally not expected to spend more than 45 minutes per week on 
these additional homework tasks. No homework tasks will be assigned over the 
weekends (allocated Friday and to be returned Monday) or during the school holiday 
period.  
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As you can see, right across from Grades Prep – 6, daily reading to, with or by parents / 
carers or older siblings for 20 minutes per night forms the basis of our homework expecta-
tions. Developing a love and passion for reading is an important part of what we are aiming 
to achieve and aligns with our improvement plans and professional development our staff 
have undertaken in 2018.  

Another of the positive changes that is included as part of this revised policy, is to provide 
feedback to students (and their families) on how they are meeting their homework expecta-
tions. This feedback will be given through what is commonly referred to as a Grade Point 
Average (GPA) system. Many families with high school students may be familiar with the 
GPA Progress Reports that are available when using Compass. A GPA report provides 
regular updates on your child’s progress in the areas of effort, behaviour, participation, at-
tendance and homework. This feature will be rolled out in 2019 and will replace our Values 
and Expected Behaviours Report which has previously accompanied your child’s report. 
This will further improve our school’s regular and ongoing communication with families.  

The full policy can be found on our website at http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/
policies/. It is expected that our Homework policy will be fully implemented in 2019.  

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week  

Brendan Dawson 

 

 

 Permission notes for the Grade 3/4 T20 Blast School Cup held at Newborough on 
Wednesday, 19th September will be sent home today. Students in Grade 3/4 will par-
ticipate in a T20 Cricket competition against other local schools. Please return per-
mission forms to school by Friday, 14th September. There is no charge for this excur-
sion. 

 

Thank-you to Kate Mether for organising this year’s Father’s Day gifts 
and to Sarah Cumming, Sarah Marino and Kate Schultz for running the 
stall this Friday. We wish all of our fathers a great Father’s Day this 
Sunday. We hope you enjoy your gifts.  

 

 

 

Willow Grove Primary School will be participating in ‘A 
Fiver for a Farmer’ on Friday the 14

th
 of September 

2018. Students are encouraged to bring $5 and come 
dressed as a farmer. This event is being organised by 
our Student Leadership Team, and funds raised will 
be donated to drought affected farmers.  

Principal’s Report Continued 

Notices Sent Home 

A Fiver for a Farmer Day—14th September 

http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
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Hello everyone, 

In MARC Library this fortnight, we have continued our exploration of the books from the Chil-
dren’s Book Council of Australia’s (CBCA’s) Book of the Year Awards shortlists. In the junior 
grades, we read The Very Noisy Baby by Alison Lester and Rodney Loses It! By Michael Gerard 
Bauer, from the Early Childhood category. In the middle grades, we looked at Ten Pound Pom by 
Carole Wilkinson and Florette by Anna Walker, from the Picture Books category, and in the senior 
grades we read Do Not Lick This Book by Idan Ben-Barak and The Big Book of Antarctica by 
Charles Hope, from the Eve Pownall Award for factual texts. 

You can find out more about the CBCA’s Book of the Year Awards at  https://www.cbca.org.au/
about-the-awards 

The MARC Library online search page can be accessed at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/
taragomarc.htm 

Please email me if you have any requests. 

Happy reading, 
Helen Collins 

 

 

This week in Rock and Water we were focusing on looking confident. We 
all lined up opposite each other so we had someone to look at. Then we 
walked in front of the class one at a time while the rest of the class yelled 
things like “Come on dude and sushi!” And so on. If we laughed or started 
to go faster we would have to start again.   

   By Ruby Mether—Grade 5/6 

 

 

 

MARC Van News 

Kafil S. 
ROSTER 

FRIDAY 
31st August 

Kate S. 

FRIDAY 
7th September 

T.B.A. 

  

Rock & Water—Student Report 

https://www.cbca.org.au/about-the-awards
https://www.cbca.org.au/about-the-awards
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of ed-
ucational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for our 
teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 4 and 8 of 
each term. This means that on one day next week (beginning 3

rd
 of September) your 

child’s regular classroom teacher will be replaced by Mr. Jace Butler. 
 

Mrs. McCartney will have her day on Wednesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade P/1. 
Mrs. Trickett will have her day on Tuesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade 1/2.  
Mr. Woodroffe will have his day on Monday. Mr Butler will take Grade 3/4.   
Mr. Blythman will have his day on Friday. Mr Butler will take Grade 5/6.   

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the class-
room. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their profes-
sional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning experience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. Please 
note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who are sick, 
on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance their ca-
pacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Regards  
Brendan Dawson 
 

 

 

 

 

Professional Practice Days   



 

Community News 

WILLOW GROVE TENNIS CLUB 

JUNIOR TENNIS 

Training for juniors who want to play competition 
tennis will commence on the 4th of September, 

then continue on the 11th and 18th of September.  
It is important that you attend training; 3.15 - 4pm 

for primary school children and 4 - 5pm for the 
older children. 

If you cannot attend but want to be in a Saturday 
morning team please contact Jo Baker (0437 120 
984), Joan Brown (5635 2361) or Pauline Black-

shaw (0401 947 630).  
We have grades suitable for all standards of ten-
nis. If you did not play in a team last season but 

would like to this season please come along. 
 

After the school holidays we will open up training 
to children wanting to learn to play tennis. 

HILL END NETBALL CLUB 

TWILIGHT COMPETITION 

Hill End Netball Club in Willow 
Grove is currently looking for more 
Under 9’s and Under 13’s players to 
join our team for the Moe Thursday 
night twilight competition starting 

on 11th October in Moe. 
 

If anyone is interested in getting 
their child involved in netball and 

would like join our friendly and wel-
coming club, please do not hesitate 
to contact myself on 0402602645, 

for more information.  
 

Regards Angie Francis. 

  
 

Junior Cricket 
  

The Cricket season is fast approaching. Last season 
was extremely successful with the U14’s taking 

out the Grand Final and the U12’s finishing on top 
of the ladder.   

 
Any child interested in playing U12 or U14 Junior 
Cricket this coming season please contact Pauline 

Blackshaw on 0401 947630 or U12 coach Mark 
Jarvis on 0412 680062, or U14 coach Mick Coulter 

on 0429 951753.  
. 



 



 


