
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Families of Grade 5/6 Students – We require forms for camp 
and bowls to be returned by Friday – please don’t delay this 
until the start of Term 4.  

 2019 Enrolments – any families who are intending to enrol their 
children at WGPS in 2019 need to return their enrolment pack to 
the school office ASAP. Knowing how many future enrolments we 
have allows us to plan accordingly. Likewise, if family circumstanc-
es have changed and you no longer plan to attend WGPS in 2019, 
please phone or contact the office so we are aware of this. This 
helps us effectively plan for the 2019 school year.  

 Bus Timetable Changes – after consultation with affected bus us-
ers, there will be changes to the Bus timetable starting Monday the 
8

th
 of October. Please refer to the letter that was sent home or 

check the details later on in this week’s newsletter.  

 Breakfast Club will resume the first week back, starting 
Wednesday the 10

th
 of October. Breakfast Club continues Wednes-

day, Thursday and Friday. All students are welcome.  

 Friday Lunchies Order Forms – please return these to the office 
ASAP.  

 Footy Colours and Pie Day – this Friday. The P-2 annual football 
match will start at 12.00pm (2 x 12 min halves) and the 3-6 football 
match will start at 12.30pm (2 x 15 min halves). Lunchies will be 
served after each match.  

 Last Day of Term – 2pm Dismissal. After school care will oper-

ate from 2pm-4.15pm. Please book your child into the office if 

you wish to use ASC this Friday. 
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TERM 3 2018 

 21st September—Footy Colours 

& Pie Day 

 21st September—Last Day of 

Term—2pm Dismissal 

DATES BEYOND TERM 3 

 11th, 18th & 25th October & 8th 

November—Gr 5/6 Lawn Bowls 

 12th October—Gr 5/6 Pre-Camp 

Visit to Woorabinda 

 16th October—Regional Athlet-

ics—Selected Students 

 16th October—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 19th October—Gr 5/6 Pre-Camp 

Visit to Woorabinda 

 26th October—Halloween Disco 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 6th November—Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

 7th—9th November—Sports 

Camp—Selected Students 

 21st November—Student Free 

Day—First Aid Training 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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18 
MARC Van 
Student Voice—
Selected Students 
Build & Grounds 
Meeting—7pm 

19 
Brekky Club 
 
Gr 3/4 T20 Blast 
Schools Cup 
 

20 

Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 

21 
Brekky Club 
Footy Colours & Pie 
Day 
Last Day Term 3—
2pm Dismissal 

08 October 
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MARC Van 
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Brekky Club 
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Brekky Club 
 
Gr 5/6 Lawn Bowls 
 
 

12 
Brekky Club 
 
Gr 5/6 Woorabinda 
Pre-Visit  
 

Sep/Oct 2018 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 
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Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Last week we participated in the Fiver for a Farmer fundraising event . The idea of bringing 
along a $5 note and dressing up as a farmer to raise funds for drought stricken farmers 
across Australia stemmed from a 10 year old school boy, Jack Berne, in the NSW town of 
Freshwater. Jack and his schoolmates had been learning about the drought and heard the 
devastating news that children were skipping school as they needed to help out on their 
parent’s farms. He wanted to help out and his idea of dressing up as farmers, bringing 
along a donation to raise awareness and assistance for farmers took off. What started as a 
goal to raise $20,000 soon became much, much more. Our students heard of this story and 
wanted to get involved to do their bit for others who have been doing it tough.  

I am pleased to announce that the final total raised from our Fiver for a Farmer day was 
$474.80. Thanks to our students and parents for getting behind this initiative and teaching 
your children the importance of care, compassion and mateship for others in times of need. 
The money raised will be donated to Jack’s school and sent to Rural Aid and Drought An-
gels, two charities providing relief and support for drought affected farmers. Lending a hand 
for others in need is an important Australian value and our students should be proud of 
their contribution to this fundraising event. Jack’s modest goal of $20,000 has been ex-
ceeded with the latest amount totalling $1,000,000. Proof that no matter how small, your 
voice is important and you do have the ability to make a difference.  

Bus Timetable  

As mentioned in the reminders, we have undertaken consultation with existing users of the 
Old Sale Road stop to ensure that we deliver a fair bus service for our students. From par-
ent feedback, it was clear that the existing stop at Old Sale Road was obsolete and would 
continue to have no students utilise the service in the morning or afternoon. As a result, we 
have been able to remove this stop and the loop that the bus took along Daveys Road in 
the morning. This will mean a reduced travel time for all bus users, which is great news. 
The route can also be extended into the future if there is demand. Families who travel on 
the bus, please take note of the revised times included on the next page. A copy has also 
been sent home with your child/ren. For any queries, please phone the school office.  

Respect, Resilience, Teamwork and Community 

We were again provided positive feedback from the Department of Education and Training 
staff running the Student Voice Forum. The staff were impressed with the way Dane, Dhiira 
and Lincoln conducted themselves and were able to talk about and discuss our school val-
ues and expectations. This feedback is not uncommon when our students represent Willow 
Grove at different events. We are proud of our School Wide Positive Behaviour approach 
and the difference this has made in the culture and feel of our school community. This of 
course, would not be possible without your ongoing support and positive influence. I would 
like to take the time to thank our families for your positive contribution to our school com-
munity. By working together, we can achieve great outcomes for your children.  

We also recognise there may be times where issues, concerns or differences of opinion 
may arise. In such times, I would encourage you to address any concerns to school staff 
directly, including me. We strive to maintain positive working relationships with our families 
and we encourage and promote open communication with our parents. Our Parent Con-
cerns and Complaints policy was revised to fit the Department of Education and Training 
Guidelines and is available on our website for you to view. Please come and speak to your 
child’s classroom teacher if you have a question, issue or concern. We take pride in being 
approachable and believe that by working together we can ensure the best outcomes for 
your child.  

Finally, I would like to wish all families a fabulous holiday period. Take care and enjoy the 
break with your family. 

Brendan Dawson 

Principal’s Report 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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 Bus Travellers – a revised timetable, effective Monday the 8
th
 of October has been 

sent home, and shown below. Please familiarise yourself with the new times.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Families who use the Compass mobile apps may have noticed the addition of ‘Chronicle’ 
in a recent update from Compass, our student administration software provider. 

Chronicle is the student observation and wellbeing module within Compass. Chronicle has 
previously only been available via the Web Portal, but can now also be viewed via the mo-
bile apps. When viewing Chronicle entries you may see things such as attendance notifi-
cations, uniform observations and sick bay entries.  

We wish to warn families of a ‘glitch’ with the new mobile app Chronicle feature that has 
been brought to our attention by one of our parents. When viewing Chronicle via the mo-
bile app, the full Chronicle entry is not always displayed, sometimes resulting in confusion 
regarding the entry. For example, when we send home ‘Not-Present/Late—Parent Letters’ 
a chronicle entry is created for each student who receives one, however, the mobile app 
shows ‘Not-present/Late…’ missing the ’Parent Letter’ from the end.  This could result in 
parents thinking their child was not-present or late to school on that day, rather than just 
being made aware that a letter was sent home. 

To avoid any confusion we recommend viewing Chronicle entries via the Web Portal ra-
ther than via the mobile apps until this ‘glitch’ is resolved. If you have any queries regard-
ing Compass, please do not hesitate to contact the office. 

 

 

 

 Thank-you to Dhiira, Dane and Lincoln M who represented Willow Grove Primary 
School at the recent Moe Student Voice Forum. The boys will provide a written report 
of their experience in an upcoming Term 4 newsletter.  

 Thank-you to the Paul and Wilms family for bringing along a calf for our students to 
look, feed and pat at our Fiver for a Farmer day. Thanks also to Andrew Noonan at 
TTMI for bringing along 2 tractors for the kids to explore as well. Both of these expe-
riences added to the Fiver for a Farmer day.  

 Thank-you to the fundraising committee for organising our Lunchies Pie Day this Fri-
day. Thanks also to Willow Grove Auskick and the Recreation Reserve for letting us 
use their facilities and equipment for our Footy matches. Another great example of 
the community working together. The Footy Colours and Pie Day on the last day of 
Term 3 is a great event, enjoyed by students and staff. Thanks for your support.  

Notices Sent Home 

Compass App—New Chronicle Feature Notice 
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“Are you ready mum? We’re going to be late!” 

“Yes, I’m ready.” 

We walked on to the bus to go to the Melbourne Museum. I sat next to Emerson on the first row. 

Once we got to our destination we had snack. It was hard because there were lots of birds (including pi-
geons). Then we went to the forest where we had to go through a tunnel. 

Next we went to The Melbourne Story. We sat in a roller coaster and then 
went to the cinema. 

After that we went to see the dinosaurs and I got to look through binocu-
lars. At lunch there were even more birds. I had a croissant. 

After lunch we went to the First People’s exhibition. We saw Bunjil (the 
wedged-tailed eagle) and Waa (the crow). Then we went to see the possum 
cloaks with maps on them. Then we looked at the message stick. 

After, we saw diprotodon (which is a giant wombat). Then we visited the 
Millari Gardens. 

The best part of the day was the forest because there were so many cool 

things like plants and animals. We had a great day. 

    By Teagan Dikkenberg Grade 1/2 

Gr P-2 Melbourne Museum Excursion 

Fiver for a Farmer Day 
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Almost 3 years ago I drove up the hill from Trafalgar and found an adorable school bustling with a tight knit 
community, beside a lake and an amazing view of the Baw Baw Ranges. 

Generations have come through this school and volunteers of mums and nans are never far away. My time 
at Willow Grove has been one of pure joy. The welcome embrace of staff, students and the community is 
one that few “townies” will have the pleasure of knowing. 

My favourite times included the one on one conversations, running groups for the kids whether it be anger 
management, Powerpuff girls, Peer Assisted Leaders, Phonological Group, Leadlighting, Lego Club and Sa-
maritan’s Purse soft toys. 

I have watched the current Grade 6’s grow and mature into responsible leaders as they continue their edu-
cation into High School. Some of them will remember the ¾ camp to Sovereign Hill that I attended that was 
amazing.  

I still laugh when I think of some of boys trying to scare others with talk of zombies being outside the win-
dows. The kids knew in their rational mind this wasn’t true, but still they were a bit concerned. We assured 
the kids there were no such things and that Sovereign Hill was very well patrolled by security guards be-
cause of all the gold that was there.  

We then left as a group to walk in the dark down to the dining hall for dinner. A couple of these boys walked 
ahead of the group. Suddenly from a side street, a security guard came around the corner. Needless to say, 
these same boys who had been trying to scare the others, screamed like banshees and ran at marathon 
pace past the rest of us back up the hill, because the ones they talked the most fear into, was actually them-
selves. 

I also enjoyed two Grade 2 sleepovers, where the kids were so excited to be away from home for the night 
altogether, beginning their journey as one towards school camps. 

It is comforting to know that I leave Willow Grove in good hands. There will continue to be a strong wellbe-
ing focus and a variety of groups running to develop and expand any needs students have. The one on one 
conversations will be had and aren’t we fortunate to have adults in the school that students trust enough to 
turn to when they may be upset about anything, whether big or small.  

The veggies, herbs and unfortunately, the weeds will continue to grow, and the support of Bunnings Warra-
gul will always be there. The brekky club kids will continue to be filled up before school by our hardworking 
staff and volunteers and this will continue to be funded by Foodbank and Bendigo Bank. Thank you for a life 
wonderful experience and I will miss you all. 

 

 

 

 

Farewell Speech by Chaplain Deb—Monday 17/9/18 
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Abby L. 
Seth G. 
Alex G. 

ROSTER 
FRIDAY 
21st September 

Lunchies 
Pie Day 

WEDNESDAY 
10th October 

TBA 

  

1st —Hansie (Tim Rees)  $200 

2nd—River (Rob Phoenix) $115 

Equal 3rd—Heather Gibson $23 

Equal 3rd—Darren Box  $23 

Equal 3rd—Jace Butler  $23 

 

Thank you to all of our sponsors and partici-

pants, we really look forward to having you 

all on board again next year. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
 

DIANE LOWE  

19TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

KRISTY MITCHELL 

20TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

FROM 

MARG MITCHELL 



 

Community News 

WILLOW GROVE TENNIS CLUB 

WORKING BEE 

& 

SOCIAL TENNIS 

 
On Sunday 23rd September between 10am and 
12pm, the tennis club will be having a working 

bee/ have a hit session. All welcome. 
 

Social Tennis – every Monday evening from Sep-
tember 24th 7pm- 8pm the tennis club is having an 

informal hit of tennis. We welcome any senior 
members, adults interested in playing in a team or 
members of the community who would just like a 
hit of tennis. No need to say you are coming just 

turn up.  
 

Contact Jo on 0437 120 984 if you require further 
information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Willow Grove Cricket Club is hosting Junior Blasters 
(formally Milo Cricket)  

Junior Blasters is for kids learning the basic skills of 
cricket with participants building their skills through 

fun, game based activities! 
 

Dates: Mondays, 15/10-3/12 (8 weeks) 
Time: 5-6pm 
Location: Willow Grove Pr imary School Oval 
Cost: $75 (each par ticipant receives T-shirt with their 
name on it, Bucket hat, Plastic bat, Rubber ball Person-
alised bat sticker sheet and Junior Blasters Skill score-
card) 
Coordinator: Peter  Gr ima 

 
Junior Blasters is designed for kids who are just learning 
cricket - the website says for kids aged 5-8, but if your 
child is a little older, and new to cricket you can sign 

them up (just click on the continue button when the mes-
sage flashes up)  

 
Sign up here: https://playcricket.com.au/junior/

cricketblast-juniorblasters 



 



 


