
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Grade 5/6 Students – Lawn Bowls is happening this Thursday 
and will continue on the 25th Oct and 8

th
 Nov. Please note that if 

there is inclement weather, the bowling green will be closed and 
students will participate in their PE session back at school.  

 Grade 5/6 Students – Woorabinda Camp 2018 – This Friday our 
students will continue their preparation for this year’s camp. Stu-
dents will walk down to Blue Rock and participate in canoeing and 
a walk, before returning to school around 3pm. Please note: they 
will need to bring their own lunch, morning tea, water bottle 
and a pair of spare shoes. Students are permitted to wear cas-
ual clothes, providing they are suitable for the weather and physical 
activity. 

 Our Prep Transition Program begins on Friday the 26
th
 of Octo-

ber. All families, new and old who have returned an enrolment form 
will shortly receive a letter detailing our transition program.  

 School Disco – Friday 26
th

 October, 6-8pm. Permission notes 
have been sent home. The Halloween themed disco was a great hit 
last year and this year is shaping up to be the same.  

 Scholastic Book Club orders are due back at school on Friday, 
26th October.  

 First Aid and CPR Training – Willow Grove Primary School are 
hosting a first aid and CPR training course. We are also opening 
this up to members of the Willow Grove and District community, 
including parents who are welcome to join us. If you are interested 
in attending, please phone the school on 5635 2271. For our fami-
lies, please remember that this day is our fourth and final student 
free day for 2018. The school will be closed to students on this day.  
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TERM 4 2018 

 18th, 25th October & 8th No-

vember—Gr 5/6 Lawn Bowls 

 19th October—Gr 5/6 Pre-Camp 

Visit to Woorabinda 

 26th October—World Teachers’ 

Day 

 26th October—Prep Transition 

Session No. 1 

 26th October—Halloween Dis-

co—6pm at WG Community Hall 

 29th Oct—2nd Nov—Gr 5/6 

Camp to Woorabinda 

 29th October—State Athletics—

Good Luck Piper! 

 6th November—Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

 7th—9th November—Sports 

Camp—Selected Students 

 9th November—Prep Transition 

Session No. 2 

 20th November—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 20th November—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 21st November—Student Free 

Day—First Aid Training 

 3rd & 6th December—Student 

Led Conferences 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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16 
MARC Van 
Regional Aths—
Selected Students 
B&G and School 
Council Meetings 

17 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
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Brekky Club 
Mobile Library 
 
Gr 5/6 Lawn Bowls 
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Brekky Club 
 
Gr 5/6 Woorabinda 
Pre-Visit  
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24 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
 

25 

Brekky Club 
 
Gr 5/6 Lawn Bowls 
 
 

26 
Brekky Club 
Prep Transition 
Teachers’ Day 
Halloween Disco—
6pm at WG Hall 

October 2018 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 
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Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 
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Over the past two assemblies and continuing on throughout Term 4, our students will be learning 
strategies to improve the level and quality of interactions that occur between themselves, their 
friends, their peers and other students across the school. This focus was identified by our students 
and recommended by our student leadership team after discussion and analysis of our Student Atti-
tudes to School Survey data.  

Our students are recognising that school and learning is about continual improvement, regardless 
of where you are at in your journey and having them involved in setting goals, understanding the 
need for change and choosing which strategy will help them best bring about positive change has 
proven to be rewarding and made them feel connected to and have ownership of their school.  

The percentage of positive responses in relation to Classroom Behaviour was extremely high at 
89%, which was above that of schools similar to Willow Grove (80% positive endorsement), schools 
within our local network (78% positive endorsement) and above that of all schools in the state (80% 
positive endorsement). This information can be seen from the infographic included over the page.  

The questions students were asked under the heading of Classroom Behaviour and the percentage 
of positive responses for our students in Grades 4-6 include: 

 Students at this school treat teachers with respect – 93% positive endorsement 

 My teacher expects students to pay attention – 100% positive endorsement 

 My teacher sets clear rules for classroom behaviour – 100% positive endorsement 

 Students at this school treat each other with respect – 64% positive endorsement  

As you can tell from the data above, our classroom environments are extremely conducive to learn-
ing, however the level of respect shown between students and adults in our school community is 
not always transferred in their interactions between their friends and their peers. Using this as the 
evidence, our students have been able to set a clear goal to improve on the level of respect shown 
between their friends and their peers. Our Learning Intention: 

We are learning to treat each other with respect.  

 Each other, referring to peers, other students, friends, classmates, students in other grades, 
students at other schools 

 Respect, referring to using positive body language, using positive words and including others.   

We began this learning journey on Monday by talking about how we can be aware of how we com-
municate and show respect with our bodies, by using positive body language. We undertook some 
great discussions and learnt some handy hints of how we can show respect to our peers by using 
positive body language. These include: 

 Smiling! 

 Face the person who you are speaking to 

 Opening up your arms (don’t have them crossed) 

 Staying in the conversation (don’t walk away, use your words to talk to your friends about 
how you are feeling)  

 Making eye contact 

A large proportion of our interaction with others is often non-verbal and through body language. To 
continue this learning at home, talk to your child about how you have used positive body language, 
highlighting some examples of when you have used positive body language and the difference it 
had made.  

“Smile and the world smiles with you.” 

Take care. 

Brendan Dawson 

Principal’s Report 
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pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
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long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 
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 Permission Notes for the Halloween School Disco have been sent home. Please re-
turn these by the 24

th
 of October.  

 

 

 Thank-you to Kate and Pete Grima, the Woolworths Cricket 
Blast coordinators, and the Willow Grove Junior Cricket Club for 
donating a range of cricket equipment to our school. It is greatly 
appreciated. Our cricket equipment has been getting plenty of use 
as the summer rolls around.  

 Thank-you to Simon Fiddelaers and Pete Grima who under-
took some necessary playground improvements and upgrades over 
the Term 3 holidays. These improvements mean that the play-
ground remains a safe space for our students to have fun and be 
active.  
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We need 6 more volunteers to help make our annual Hallow-
een Disco another great success. If you have a current VIT 
registration or a Working With Children Check  we would 
love to hear from you. We need assistance with selling food 
and glow products, supervising students as well as help to 
coordinate the drop off and pick up of students. 
 

If you’d like to join the fun, please contact Kate Mether on 0400 156 486 
or let Cindy know by next Wednesday, October 24th. 

 
ROSTER 

WEDNESDAY 
24th October 

Pauline B. 

WEDNESDAY 
31st October 

Sarah M. 

  

Halloween Disco—26th October 



 

Community News 

 

EGGS FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lovely fresh home laid eggs. 

$4.50 per dozen. 

Ring Sue on 0427 506 595 

HAPPY 13TH BIRTHDAY 

LIAM C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOVE FROM NAN 


