
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  
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 Grade 5/6 Students – Lawn Bowls is happening again this Thursday. 
The students will be taking a break during camp week, before having their 
last session on Thursday the 8th of November. After this, students will re-
sume their normal Physical Education lessons on Wednesdays.   

 Grade 5/6 Students – Woorabinda Camp 2018 – students begin their 
camping adventure this Monday. Everyone is very excited. Our students are 
to come to school at the normal time.  

 Our Halloween Disco is happening this Friday 26th October, 6-8pm. Please 
note that in order to be a volunteer at the disco, parents, guardians or grand-
parents will require a valid Working with Children Check. This means that 
adults and volunteers without a valid working with children check will not be 
able to access the hall to collect their child/ren or accompany their child/ren 
into the hall. We appreciate your understanding in the implementation of our 
Working with Children Check Policy.  

 This Friday we also welcome our 2018 Preps for their first transition session. 
Friday Oct 26th (9.30-12.00pm) – For pre-school children who are enrolling 
at Willow Grove Primary School.  Parents will need to bring their child into 
school on this day. Please make your way to the Prep/1 Room and sign 
in your child. Our student leaders will be out the front of our school to show 
you where to go. Children will be involved in school based activities for the 
morning. They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat 
and a bag.  

 Our final attendance challenge will begin on Thursday the 1st of No-
vember. So far in 2018, we have seen a reduction in the number of ab-
sence days per student, however it is important that we continue to work to-
gether to ensure that students are at school on time, every day.  

 Scholastic Book Club orders are due back at school on Friday, 26th 
October.  
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 
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This week at assembly, as part of our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Program, 
we continued to explicitly teach and model how to show respect to our peers by focusing 
on using positive words.  

Our inspiration for this lesson came from ‘Kid President,’ a young YouTube personality that 
featured in a very popular video, titled ’20 things we should say more often.’ There are 
many phrases that we can all use to say more often to each other to improve the quality of 
interactions that occur.  

Through a discussion, we created our own list of positive things to say and then compared 
it to the messages from the Kid President. Some of the positive phrases our students came 
up with and were challenged to use more in their interactions with each other included: 

 Hi, how has your week been? 

 Give a compliment to someone 

 Say please and thank-you 

 Ask someone, are you alright? 

 Do you want to play? 

 Back luck or better luck next time 

 Hi! 

Over the next week, encourage your child to say something positive to one of their peers 
each day. For more inspiration, Kid President – 20 Things We Should Say More Often is a 
must watch.  

ICAS Student Results 

Congratulations to Kafil, Dhiira, Claire and Hamish who this week at assembly received 
recognition and acknowledgement for their effort in participating in the Mathematics and 
English ICAS assessments.  

ICAS stands for International Competitions and Assessments for Schools and is an inde-
pendent skills-based assessment program, conducted by the University of NSW. It recog-
nises and rewards student achievement in many different academic areas.  

As part of the assessment, students receive a certificate based on their results compared 
to students of their age across Australia (either Distinction, Credit, Merit and Participation) 
and an individual diagnostic report highlighting their strengths and areas for improvement.  

 

I would like to congratulate all of the students 
who participated which included the following 
highlights:  

 Dhiira who received a Credit certificate in 
Mathematics and English which placed him in 
the top 36% of students at this age level.  
 Kafil for receiving a Credit for English 
which placed him in the top 19% of students.  

Congratulations to all students who are pictured 

left proudly displaying their achievements!  
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Finally, I will be attending the first leg of the Willow Grove to Woorabinda camping program 
next week and will be returning to school on the Thursday. During this time, a member of 
staff will be appointed Acting Principal in my absence. I’m extremely excited to trial this 
new program with anticipation that it can become an integral part of our students experi-
ence of being a student at Willow Grove PS.  

Take care. 

Brendan Dawson 

 
 
 

 Permission Notes for the Halloween School Disco were due back at school today. 
Please return any late notes to school ASAP.  

 Grade 5/6 students have received a permission form to travel on the Woorabinda Bus 
during their camping program. Please return this to school tomorrow if you haven’t 
already done so.  

 

 

 

Thank-you to the families of Piper, Mikayla O, Taylor R and 

Montana who organised transport for these students to par-

ticipate at the Gippsland Regional Athletics Carnival last 

Tuesday. We are very proud that Willow Grove had 4 stu-

dents participate in this next stage of the competition and 

wish Piper all the best in the State Athletics Championships 

this coming Monday. This is the second straight year that 

Piper has made it through to the State Championships. She 

will participate in Shot Put after coming 2
nd

 at the Regional 

Championships . 

 

At Willow Grove Primary School, we value the many contribu-
tions parents make across the school. We are always seeking 
parent volunteers for reading, our sports days, school disco 
and lunch orders just to name a few.  

However, in order for us to have you help, our Child Safe Policy states that you must have 
a valid Working with Children check. This is our school ’s policy so please don’t be of-
fended if we have to politely decline your help.  

The good news is, they are free and easy to get. All you need to do is visit, http://

www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ fill in the online form and then visit your local Australia 

Post outlet.  

Once you have received your card come into school so we can take a photocopy of it. If 

you need help through this process, came and see Cindy in the office. Remember we 

would love your help, but first you must have a valid Working with Children Check.  

Principal’s Report Continued 

Notices Sent Home 

Parent Helpers and Working with Children Check 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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Halloween Disco—26th October 

Halloween Disco Canteen Price List 

Water     FREE! 

Watermelon   FREE! 

Pizza (per slice)   $2.50 

(Cheese, Hawaiian, BBQ) 

Juice     $1.50 

Icy Poles    $1.00 

Zappo/Fizzers      .50c 

Chips        .50c 

Mini Chocolate Bars       .50c 

Halloween Disco GLOW Price List 

Glow Bracelet   FREE! 

Flashing Ring   $2.00 

Flashing Dreadlocks  $6.00 

LED Flower Crown  $6.00 

LED Shutter Shades  $5.00 

Flashing Devil Horns  $5.00 

Light Up Sword   $5.00 

Light Up Bounce Ball  $3.00 

Light Up Fedora   $6.00 

Money to purchase food and drinks throughout the night can be kept safe in the 
kitchen. Please ensure all money is in a ziplock bag with your child’s name clearly 
marked on the bag. 
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The formal transition process for students starting school at Willow Grove in 2019 begins 
on Friday the 26

th 
of October.  

The following program outlines the Prep 2019 Transition Program, including what your 
child will need to bring:  

Friday Oct 26
th

 (9.30-12.00pm) – For pre-school children who are enrolling at Willow 
Grove Primary School.   
Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room and sign in your child. Our student leaders will be out the front of our 
school to show you where to go. Children will be involved in school based activities for the 
morning. They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat and a bag. 

Friday Nov 9
th

 (9.30-12.00pm)   
Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the morning. 
They will again need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat and a 
bag.  

Friday Nov 23
rd

 (9.30-12.00pm)  
Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the morning. 
They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat and a bag.  

Friday Dec 7
th

 (9.30 – 1.30pm)   
Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day. They 
will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, drink, hat and a bag on 
this day. 

Tuesday Dec 11
th

 
-
– (9.30-2.15pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day with 
their grade for 2019. They will need a play lunch (including a piece of fruit) and lunch on 
this day. Don’t forget a drink, hat and bag. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

We are replacing our Administration Multi-
Function Printer/Copier in early November. 

Our Konica Minolta Bizhub C280 is there-
fore available to purchase. All offers will be 
considered. It will be supplied with any re-
maining ink and staples. 

The Printer is about six years old and is in 
working order. It can perform all the usual 
functions of A4/A3 Mono/Colour printing, 
copying, scanning, sorting and stapling. 

If you are interested, please contact Bren-
dan or Cindy at school on 5635 2271 by the 
end of October. 

 

Willow Grove Primary School—Transition Program Information 

For Sale—School Multi-Function Printer 
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On 11th November we commemorate Remem-
brance Day.  

If you would like to wear a Poppy to remember 
those who have given their lives in battle, they are 
available for purchase at the school office. 

Funds raised go to the RSL who assist current and 
former service men and women who find them-
selves in difficult circumstances. 

 

 

Are any of these lost property items handed in to the 
school office yours? 

There are also a number of clothing items in the lost 
property box that need to find their way home. 

Any unclaimed items that have no label will be thrown 
away or donated to charity at the end of the school year. 

 

 

Hello everyone, 

We have been without the MARC Van for the last week or so, and we have been unable to borrow 
or return any books! The back segment of shelves are getting reattached to the van wall and the van 
will be back in action next week. In the senior grades, we have continued our Gordon Korman nov-
el; Shipwreck, and in the middle grades we have completed reading and viewing different versions 
of Paws Off, Cheddarface! by Geronimo Stilton. The junior grades have listened to the humorous 
Oi Cat! by Kes Gray, and The Unscary Book by Nick Bland.  

Please have a look at our online catalogue of books at: http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/
taragomarc.htm 

Email me if you would like to request a book to borrow, or offer a suggestion of titles for the 
MARC library to purchase. 

Happy reading, 
Helen Collins 

Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal 2018 

Nina G. ROSTER 
WEDNESDAY 
31st October 

Sarah M. 

WEDNESDAY 
7th November 

NO LUNCH 
ORDERS 

  

Lost Property 

MARC Van News 

http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of ed-
ucational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too, we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 4 and 8 of 
each term. This means that on one day next week (beginning 29

th
 of October) your child’s 

regular classroom teacher will be replaced by Mr. Jace Butler or another casual relief 
teacher.  
 
 Mrs. McCartney will have her day on Wednesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade P/1. 
 Mrs. Trickett will have her day on Tuesday. Mr. Butler will take Grade 1/2.  
 Mr. Woodroffe will have his day on Monday. Mr Butler will take Grade 3/4.   
 Mr. Blythman will have his day on Friday. Mr Butler will take Grade 5/6. 
 Mr Butler will have his day on Thursday – Mr. Butler has been spending time setting 

up and establishing our 3D printers as part of his professional practice day.    
 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the class-
room. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their profes-
sional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning experience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. Please 
note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who are sick, 
on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance their ca-
pacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Regards  
Brendan Dawson 
 

 

Professional Practice Days   
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HILL END NETBALL CLUB 

COACHES WANTED 

The Club is after expressions of interest for netball 
coaches for the 2019 season.  

 
Hill End is an inclusive friendly club and is looking 
for dedicated and motivated coaches to take our 
teams to the next level. All coaching positions are 
open, with a competitive remuneration package 

offered for a skilled Head/A Grade coach.  
 

Please contact Angie Francis on 0402 602 645 or 
email angie.francis@slatergordon.com.au if you 

are interested.  
 


