
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 

 Good Luck to our mixed volleyball team as they compete in 
the Division Final against Drouin PS this Friday. Students will be 
travelling to and from the venue via bus.  

 COMPASS Student Led Conferences are now open and ready 
for families to book times. Times can be booked by logging onto 
Compass. If you are having difficulty please phone the office.  

 Don’t forget – Wednesday 21
st

 November is a student free day 
- the school will be closed to students.  

 Important Announcement for Compass iPhone Users - Going 
forward, all updates to our Compass App will no longer support iOS 
versions below iOS 9. This means that any device running iOS 8 or 
below will no longer be supported. If your iPhone allows updates 
beyond iOS 8, please ensure your phone is updated to ensure you 
receive the latest enhancements to our Compass App. 

 Our 3
rd

 Prep 2019 Transition Session is on Friday 23
rd

 of No-
vember.  

 School Council and Buildings and Grounds will hold their No-
vember meetings this Tuesday the 20

th
 of November, starting at 

7.30pm and 7.00pm respectively.  

 November Attendance Challenge – don’t forget we are in the 
middle of our final attendance challenge for 2019. Make every day 
count!  
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TERM 4 2018 

 16th November—Volleyball Divi-

sion Final—Selected Students 

 20th November—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 20th November—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 21st November—Student Free 

Day—First Aid Training 

 23rd November—Division 

Bowls—Selected Students 

 23rd November—Prep Transi-

tion Session No. 3 

 28th November—Trafalgar High 

School Half Day Transition 

 30th November—Gr 3/4 Paddock 

to Plate Excursion 

 3rd & 6th December—Student 

Led Conferences 

 7th December—Prep Transition 

Session No. 4 

 7th December—Gr 2 Sleepover 

 11th December—Statewide 

Transition Day 

 11th December—Prep Transition 

Session No. 5 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night 

 18th December—School Council 

Dinner—7pm 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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November Attendance Challenge 

We are in the middle of our final attendance challenge for 2018. Our attendance challenges 
have occurred throughout the year in months that fall entirely within a school term. Their 
purpose has been to promote school attendance – that is turning up to school on time, eve-
ry day. We know through research that students who have healthy attendance habits do 
better academically and socially.  

Whilst there is still some time to go before the end of the year, I thought I would share 
some positive attendance data with you.  

So far in 2018 (year to date), 67 students (77%) have had less than 10 absence days. This 
number is considerably higher than previous years: 38 students in 2017 (45%), 34 students 
in 2016 (41%) and 35 students in 2015 (51%). This is a positive outcome for our students 
and whilst there is 6 weeks of school to go, it should give us great motivation to continue 
our focus, knowing that the work we are doing together is making a difference.  

Thank-you for your support in ensuring that students are attending on a regular basis. In 
2018, families have been contacted on the same day for any unapproved absence through 
Compass and a phone call if necessary. Compass also allows families to track and monitor 
attendance and provide you with an opportunity to explain any absences. Please take the 
time to login to Compass, monitor your child’s attendance and add a note or approval to 
explain any absence.  

Staffing 

Firstly, thank-you for all the well wishes I have received over the past week. I certainly will 
miss Willow Grove as I take up this next opportunity. I am also pleased to announce that 
our staffing arrangements for 2019 have been finalised with Mrs Helen Trickett being suc-
cessfully appointed to our advertised classroom teacher position. Helen will continue to 
teach Grade 1/2 in 2019.  

Bushfire and Emergency Management  

We are constantly updating and rehearsing our emergency management procedures to en-
sure that our staff and students are well prepared in the event of an emergency. This is 
part of our school’s Occupational Health and Safety requirements, which also involves un-
dertaking an emergency drill once per term. As we move into the peak of our bushfire sea-
son, it is important that our families are informed of what our arrangements are for each fire 
danger rating.  

Willow Grove Primary School is listed on the Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR), which 
means that in event of a Code Red Day, our school will be closed. If this was to occur, our 
families would be notified via our communication channels the day prior. It is important to 
note that once a decision to close a school on a Code Red day is made, this decision will 
not change.  

On days forecast to be Extreme or Severe, the school will remain open with families en-
couraged to enact their bushfire survival plan. Throughout the course of an extreme or se-
vere fire danger rating day, we will be in regular contact with Regional Emergency Manage-
ment, follow the advice of our local emergency services and follow our emergency man-
agement plan.  

The following page shows a summary of our school’s procedures for the bushfire season. It 
details the actions we will take and the communication that will occur with our parents. 
Please take the time to read this brief summary so that you are aware of what will occur for 
each fire danger rating.  

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Brendan Dawson 

Principal’s Report 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Grade 3/4 students will have received a permission note for a visit to the Parton ’s 
Dairy Farm. This is part of their Paddock to Plate inquiry unit. Please return permis-
sion note by Monday, 26th November. 

Grade 2 students will have received permission notes and information about the 
Grade 2 sleepover to be held on Friday the 7

th
 December. Please return notes and 

payment by Monday, 3rd December.  

Principal’s Report Continued 

Notices Sent Home 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
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Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
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Have confidence in their own ability 
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We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
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Grade 5/6 Woorabinda Camp Photos 
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Term 4 Student Led Conferences are available for booking through Compass. This will be 
the second time that parents will be able to book their Student Led Conference using Com-
pass – our parent portal and school administration package. Since launching Compass at 
the start of 2018, we have had positive feedback from parents, with Compass’ ability to 
streamline processes and allow communication easier being noted as a highlight.  

Student Led Conferences (SLC’s) is our way to report student progress, achievement and 
areas for future improvement to parents.  

You will be able to login to Compass and book a time for a Student Led Conference with 
your child/ren.  

Student Led Conferences are a way for students to report progress and achievement to 
parents and is directly linked to what is occurring in classrooms. Students have the expec-
tation to take responsibility for their learning and be aware of their progress and learning 
goals by answering the two critical questions of: What do I already know and what do I 
need to know next to improve?   

Our students have been working hard with the support of their teachers to put together 
their “Golden Folder.” Each student will present a Golden Folder containing work samples 
and evidence of learning and growth. They will also be spending time practising and pre-
paring for these conferences so that they can confidently and articulately explain their 
learning journey.  

Student Led Conferences will allow you as parents the opportunity to engage with your 
child/ren about their progress, giving you a greater understanding of your child’s achieve-
ment, strengths and future learning goals.  

We are mindful of providing times that suit the needs of families and as such have the fol-
lowing timeslots available to be booked:  

Monday 3
rd

 December  
 8am – 11am  
 3.30pm – 7.00pm  
 

Thursday 6
th

 December 
 8am – 11am  
 3.30pm – 5.30pm  

Students are required at school on these days and can be collected from their classroom to 
attend their SLC. Each conference will last for 20 minutes.  

Term 4 Student Led Conferences – Bookings available 
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Compass will walk you through the booking process, but if you have any questions or is-
sues, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 5635 2271. Families who are ex-
periencing difficulties with Compass can make bookings by phoning the school office.  

This way of reporting student achievement is rewarding, valuable and designed as a per-
sonal way for you to experience and hear from your child firsthand their achievements, are-
as for improvements and future goals. If you would like to discuss other areas of concern or 
have other questions that you would like to discuss with your child’s teacher, please make 
arrangements to meet with them at another time. You can do this at any time throughout 
the year. We have made a deliberate decision to remove the traditional Parent Teacher In-
terviews from our Reporting Timeline as we don’t believe that you should wait for the 
school to invite you in at a set time each year if you are wanting to discuss how your child 
is progressing or to raise any concern, issue or question with us. Likewise, our staff will 
make contact with you if needed.  

Student’s written reports, which will tell you their progression against the Victorian Curricu-
lum will be available through Compass on Friday the 14

th
 of December. Our Values and 

Expected Behaviours Report will also be sent home on this day.  

We look forward to seeing you at our SLC’s for Term 4.   

 

 

The formal transition process for students starting school at Willow Grove in 2019 has be-
gun. 

The following program outlines the remaining Prep 2019 Transition Sessions, including 
what your child will need to bring:  

Friday Nov 23
rd

 (9.30-12.00pm)  
Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the morning. 
They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat and a bag.  

Friday Dec 7
th

 (9.30 – 1.30pm)   
Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day. They 
will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, drink, hat and a bag on 
this day. 

Tuesday Dec 11
th

 
-
– (9.30-2.15pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day with 
their grade for 2019. They will need a play lunch (including a piece of fruit) and lunch on 
this day. Don’t forget a drink, hat and bag. 

Willow Grove Primary School—Transition Program Information 
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pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Net-

St

P A G E  8  Thank-you to the members of Trafalgar Bowling Club for host-
ing our final bowls session last week as part of our Grade 5/6 
students Physical Education program. The students enjoyed a 
nice cold drink and a BBQ donated by the club. Our Grade 5 
students now get to demonstrate their skills at the Division 
Lawn Bowls tournament in Traralgon on the 23

rd
 of Novem-

ber. This is a great opportunity to participate in a team sport 
as they become our leaders next year.  
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