
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 The Grade 2 Sleepover is this Friday – students need to be 
dropped off at 6pm and collected at 8am on Saturday morning.  

 Our 4
th

 Prep Transition Session is this Friday – We welcome 
our future Prep students from 9.30-1.30pm.  

 Statewide Transition Day – Tuesday 11
th
 of December – on this 

day, students will spend time in their 2019 classrooms with their 
2019 teachers. Our Grade 6’s will also visit their respective high 
schools.  

 Presentation Night – Thursday 13
th
 of December, 7pm start. All 

families are invited to our end of year presentation night and Grade 
6 Graduation. It is a terrific way to celebrate the successes of our 
students and say our official farewell to our Grade 6’s.  

 Student Booklists 2019 – order forms for your child’s booklists for 
2019 are due back to school by Friday the 14

th
 of December. The 

booklists only contain items that your child will use or consume. If 
these booklists are not returned, your child will not have the neces-
sary materials needed to participate fully in their education in 2019. 
Payment for booklists is required prior to collection at the end of 
January. 

 Semester 2 Reports will be live and available through Com-
pass on Friday the 14

th
 of December – Handy Hint – if you are 

using the Compass App on your phone, having notifications ena-
bled will ensure you receive a notification as soon as they are 
available. Your child’s Expected Behaviours and Values Report will 
also be sent home on this day.  
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 3rd & 6th December—Student 

Led Conferences 

 7th December—Prep Transition 

Session No. 4 

 7th December—WGPS Lunchies 

 7th December—Gr 2 Sleepover 

 10th December—Lowanna Sec-

ondary Transition Day 

 11th December—Statewide 

Transition Day 

 11th December—Prep Transition 

Session No. 5 

 13th December—Presentation 

Night—7pm @ WG Hall 

 14th December—Big Bash Crick-

et Match Excursion 

 18th December—School Council 

Dinner—7pm 

 19th—20th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 21st December—Term 4 Ends—

1:00pm Dismissal 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

03 
Student Led Con-
ferences 
 
 
 

04 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

05 
Brekky Club 
 
NO LUNCH OR-
DERS 
 

06 

Brekky Club 
 
Student Led Confer-
ences 
 

07 
Brekky Club 
Prep Transition 
WGPS Lunchies 
 
Gr 2 Sleepover 

10 
Lowanna Second-
ary Transition Day 
 
 

11 
MARC Van 
 
Statewide Transi-
tion Day 
 

12 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 

13 

Brekky Club 
Mobile Library 
Presentation 
Night—7pm @ WG 
Hall 

14 
Brekky Club 
 
BBL Cricket Excur-
sion—Selected Stu-
dents 

December 2018 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 29th March 

Term 2 16th April to 29th June 

Term 3 16th July to 21st Sept 

Term 4  8th Oct to 21st Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Willow Grove are the 2018 Latrobe Valley Division Bowls Champions 

Last Friday in beautiful conditions, I had the pleasure of accompanying our Gr 5 students, 
plus Dane Jarvis (Gr 4) to the Traralgon Bowling Club for a day of fun filled lawn bowls. 
The event was superbly hosted and a fantastic opportunity for our future Grade 6 leaders 
to spend time working together and further strengthening their relationships. Our students 
played three games in total, each against students from Kosciusko St Primary School. The 
third match was a final, where it took the combined effort of all 12 students, to have a very 
narrow win 8 ends to 7.  

It was fascinating to hear and see the students grow as a result of this experience. In the 
early stages of the day, students exhibited self-doubt and at times made excuses as to why 
they weren’t doing their best, as the conditions were different to what they had previously 
experienced during their practise. However, through encouragement, reflecting on what 
they know about resilience and reaching into their growth mindset, they took each oppor-
tunity learnt from their previous bowl or game to continually improve. For some students 
who reflected at assembly, this was the learning they took away from the day.  

Our students will now progress to the Regional Final at Morwell Bowling Club in 2019. It is 
again hoped that our students will be able to utilise the facility at Trafalgar Bowling Club to 
practise for this event.  

Acting Principal  

It is with great pleasure that I am pleased to announce that Mr. Anthony Wilson has been 
appointed to the position of Acting Principal for Term 1, 2019. Anthony is currently the As-
sistant Principal at Trafalgar High School, where he has held this position since 2015. An-
thony will be out to visit our students and staff next Wednesday to say hello and introduce 
himself to our school community. I’m sure you will make Anthony feel welcome to our won-
derful school community.   

A message from Anthony: 

My name is Anthony Wilson and I am really excited to be at Willow Grove 
Primary School for Term 1 in 2019. I am a born and bred local, having 
grown up in Newborough, currently living in Trafalgar and an active mem-
ber of the community. I am married with 3 children aged 24, 16 and 11 
and passionate about providing opportunities to all young people. I re-
trained as a primary school teacher after a 10-year career in Environmen-
tal Science and have been working at Trafalgar High School for the last 
11 years as a Maths/Science teacher. I am also passionate about music, 
particularly piano and brass and all sports. I have left my current role as 
Assistant Principal at Trafalgar High School to join the team at Willow 
Grove and am confident I can continue to build on the good work of those 
who have already invested in the school. I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to wish Brendan all the best with his new position at Glengarry Pri-
mary School and the school community a safe and happy Christmas sea-
son. I look forward to meeting you all next year.   

 

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Brendan Dawson 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
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 All families will have received an Information Pack explaining our revised pro-
cess for student booklists (Essential Student Learning Items). It is important that all 
families read and respond to this information. Please see Cindy or Brendan if you 
have any questions or would like to clarify any information. Your child’s booklist order 
form is due back to school on Friday the 14

th
 of December.  

 Grade 6 Graduation Camp – Wednesday 19
th
 and Thursday 20

th
 of December – 

please return permission notes and medical forms with payment to the office by Fri-
day, 7th December. Don’t forget the early start at Moe Station due to coaches replac-
ing trains.  

 Melb Stars v Adelaide Strikers – Big Bash Match – Friday 14
th

 of De-

cember for all students who expressed an interest in attending, please 

return your permission notes with payment by Tuesday, 11th December.  

 

Our revised Parent Payment Policy was recently approved by our School Council and 
contains some important changes regarding how our school ensures all students have ac-
cess to the standard curriculum materials needed at each year level. These changes en-
sure that our payment practices remain consistent with Department of Education and 
Training Guidelines and transparent for all members of the school community.  

Last week, each child enrolled to attend Willow Grove in 2019 should have received a let-
ter and information pack detailing the process for ordering student booklists in 2019. We 
refer to these booklists (student items) as Essential Student Learning Items. Essential Stu-
dent Learning Items are those items, activities or services that are essential to support the 
learning of the standard curriculum. These are items that the school considers essential 
for all students and which students take possession of. Parents may choose to provide the 
items themselves or buy the items from the school where practical and appropriate.  

As part of these new changes, parents are asked to place their booklist order into 
the school by Friday the 14

th
 December. It is important that we have all order forms 

returned by this date, so that students’ booklists will be ready for collection on either 
Wednesday the 30

th
 January or Thursday the 31

st
 of January. As part of this change, the 

Essential Student Learning Items will not be able to be collected until payment is received. 
In preparing our student booklists, we have taken careful consideration to accurately detail 
and cost all of the items that students consume or take possession of. Whilst these items 
can be purchased off the school or supplied by home, often it is more cost effective and 
convenient to purchase these off the school. We have also worked closely with our school 
supplier, Trafalgar Newsagency, to ensure that we provide the highest quality materials for 
the cheapest cost.  

Our full parent payment policy can be found on our school’s website at: http://
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/  

Whilst we understand that this process may be a new experience for some of our families, 

we trust that it provides you with greater transparency and flexibility regarding our parent 

payment charges, to ensure that your child has all the necessary essential items needed 

to participate fully in their education at Willow Grove Primary School.  

 
 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

STUDENT BOOKLSITS – 2019 ORDERS 

Notices Sent Home 

http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
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A big thank you to Andrew and Jodie Parton for hosting the 3/4 class last Friday at their 
farm as part of our inquiry unit on ‘Paddock to Plate’. In 2 hours we got to see cows being 
milked and how the milk is stored before transport, we got to feed and pat a calf and also 
look at all the farm machinery. The Parton’s milk is sold to Bulla who make choc top ice 
creams and we were able to sample some which was a perfect end to the excursion! 

 
 

 Thank-you to Glen Byrne for fixing our sliding door to the 
Latrobe Building! 

 Thank-you to Kate Mether and members of our fundraising 
committee for organising our December Lunchies of Subway!   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Mikaela S. 
 ROSTER 

WEDNESDAY 
12th December 

Ella G. 

WEDNESDAY 
19th December 

No Lunch 
Orders 
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Grade 3/4 Paddock to Plate Excursion 
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The formal transition process for students starting school at Willow Grove in 2019 has be-
gun. 

The following program outlines the remaining Prep 2019 Transition Sessions, including 
what your child will need to bring:  

Friday Dec 7
th

 (9.30 – 1.30pm)   
Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day. They 
will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, drink, hat and a bag on 
this day. 

Tuesday Dec 11
th

 
-
– (9.30-2.15pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day with 
their grade for 2019. They will need a play lunch (including a piece of fruit) and lunch on 
this day. Don’t forget a drink, hat and bag. 

 

 

Last Saturday staff again enjoyed the great venue, service and food provided by the Noo-
jee Pub for our Christmas Party. The weather was excellent and everyone thoroughly en-
joyed being out on the deck taking in the views and warm breeze. The courtesy bus provid-
ed by the pub ensured everyone returned home safely after our lunch. Pictured below are 
some of our staff and their partners out on the deck. 

 

Willow Grove Primary School—Transition Program Information 

WGPS—Staff Christmas Party 
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