
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 Grade 5/6 Swimming – this will continue to occur until Wednesday 13th 
March each Wednesday afternoon. 

 Each Wednesday during February is a Prep Rest Day. Grade 1’s at-
tend school as normal. The first full week for Prep students starts on 
Monday the 4th of March.  

 HATS – our SunSmart policy states that hats need to be worn between 
the months of September and April. All new Prep students and students 
arriving at Willow Grove for the first time receive their first hat for free. 
Otherwise, school hats can be purchased at the school office for $10.  

 Don’t forget our February challenge – our goal is simple; turn up to 
school every day. 

 Brekky Club started this week and operates each Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday morning at 8:30am. 

 
 

 

 Permission notes and information regarding our Whole School Athletics 
Day on Friday, 8th March are being sent home today. Please return 
forms & payments to the office by Friday, 1st March. 

 Earlier this week a Prep interview time booking preference form was sent 
home to our Prep families. The Prep Parent Teacher Interviews will take 
place on 28th February 2018, so please return your forms to school as 
soon as possible. 

 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to 
stay up to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular 
form of communication that we use with our families and broader 

school community. 
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TERM 1 2019 

 27th February—Prep Rest Day 

 27th February and 6th & 13th 

March—Gr 5/6 Swimming Pro-

gram 

 7th March—WGPS Lunchies 

 8th March—Tanjil District Whole 

School Sports Day 

 11th March—Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 14th March—Fundraising Com-

mittee Meeting—7pm at Duck Inn 

 15th March—Tanjil District Sen-

ior Athletics Day 

 15th March— National Day of 

Action Against Bullying & Vio-

lence 

 18th March— National Day of 

Action Against Bullying & Vio-

lence Observed at WGPS 

 19th March—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 19th March—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 31st March—Working Bee—

10am 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 6th May—School Photos 

 17th—21st June—Gr 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

 18th-20th November—Gr 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

18 
MARC Van 
 
 

19 
Brekky Club 
Build & Grounds 
Meeting—7pm 
School Council 
Meeting—7:30pm 

20 
Brekky Club 
Prep Rest Day 
Lunch Orders 
 
Gr 5/6 Swimming 

21 

Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 

25 
MARC Van 
 
 
 

26 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

27 
Brekky Club 
Prep Rest Day 
Lunch Orders 
 
Gr 5/6 Swimming 

28 

Brekky Club 
 
 
 

01 March 
 
 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 

February 2019 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2019 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 5th April 

Term 2 23rd April to 28th June 

Term 3 15th July to 20th Sept 

Term 4  7th Oct to 20th Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 19  :  ISSUE 03 20TH FEBRUARY 2019 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

Notices Sent Home 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

 

We are already into week 4 of the school term and much has been happening here at school. It 
was great last Friday night to see so many families attend the BBQ and receive information from 
their child’s classroom teacher. There was a real sense of community and this event provided me a 
great opportunity to meet a number of families in this relaxed setting and get to know the people 
that make this community what it is. 
 

We have also seen our Breakfast Club commence this week and, with volunteers for each of the 
days (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday), the value of community is evident in families being pre-
pared to give up their time when they are able to. Schools like Willow Grove Primary School do not 
operate as effectively without the support of families and the broader community and for this we are 
grateful. 
 

With this in mind, it is imperative that we continue to ensure that excellent communication is main-
tained between school and home so that families are aware as to what is happening at school. Last 
week we introduced an ‘alternate week’ newsletter which was aimed at providing families with a 
summary of events occurring at the school and the celebration of student achievement. This is 
aimed at improving communication and quickly assisting families in what is happening at school for 
that week. We would love to have your feedback regarding this and any other ways in which we 
can improve communication on a weekly basis. 
 

Reporting 
 

In another way to improve communication, it was agreed in 2018 that Progress Reports would be 
regularly issued throughout 2019 so that parents are aware of their child’s General Performance 
Achievement, or GPA. The GPA will be issued once in Term 1 this year and twice for each term for 
the remainder of the year and looks at the areas of: attendance, homework, effort, organisation and 
independence, classroom behaviour, playground behaviour, respect, resilience, teamwork and 
community. The first GPA will be issued next week and can be accessed through Compass, the 
same way in which you would access your child’s end of semester report. Further to this, we have a 
number of formal reporting practices which keep parents informed about their child’s progress at 
school. If you have any questions regarding this, please come and see me.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a great week. 
 

Anthony Wilson 

Principal’s Report 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Parent Teacher appointments (Requested individually, as required) 

Individual Learning Plans and Student support Group Meetings (If Required for some stu-
dents with special or additional learning needs) 

1. Student As-
sessment 
Days 

2. Welcome 
BBQ and 
Parent Infor-
mation Night 

3. Formal Par-
ent / Teach-
er / Student 
Interviews – 
Prep Stu-
dents only  

4. GPA report 
issued in 
March 

  

1. Student Led 
Conference 
using Golden 
Folder 

2. Values and 
Expected Be-
haviours Re-
port 

3. Progression 
Point Sum-
mary of 
Achievement 
against Victo-
rian Curricu-
lum Stand-
ards 

4.  GPA report 
issued in May 

5. GPA report 
issued in June 

6. Formal Par-
ent / Teach-
er / Student 
Interviews 

7. GPA report 
issued in 
August 

8. GPA report 
issued in 
September 

 

1. Student Led Con-
ference using 
Golden Folder 

2. Values and Ex-
pected Behav-
iours Report 

3. Progression Point 
Summary of 
Achievement 
against Victorian 
Curriculum 
Standards 

4. GPA report is-
sued in Novem-
ber 

5. GPA report is-
sued in Decem-
ber 



 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Wi

Student Achievements 

P A G E  4  

School Council is responsible for determining the policy framework for our school and pro-
vides an excellent opportunity for parents to participate in planning for the future of our 
young people. There are eight elected parents on our Council, each member holding the 
position for a two year term.  
 
This year, two year parent member terms expire for Simon Robinson, Bronwyn Riley, and 
Mark Wilms. Department employee member—Jack Blythman’s two year term has also ex-
pired. On behalf of the school community, I wish to thank these School Council members 
for their service and contribution to our school throughout their last term. The commitment 
and support these members have shown for all our students is very much appreciated.  
 
Our school is now seeking the nominations of 4 parent representatives to fill vacated posi-
tions. 
  
We have had very committed people on School Council who have worked hard to improve 
our school for all children attending. You do not need to have experience in schools or 
with the Department of Education and Training to be on School Council. All you need is an 
interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help 
shape the school’s future.  
 
The eldest child in each family will have received details of the elections for Parent mem-

bers of the School Council. Please note that nominations close Friday the 1
st
 of March at 

4pm. Nomination forms are available at the office or via our website at 

www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au. Please call Anthony on 5635 2271 if you are interested as 

we would be pleased to discuss your possible participation on the Council in more detail. 

 

Working Bees at Willow Grove Primary School operated successfully over a number of 
years because of the time and expertise generously donated by volunteers like you! They 
involve families coming together to complete projects that enhance the environment in 
which our children can learn, play and grow, and which otherwise would have to be out-
sourced at great cost. In addition to improvement projects, Working Bees also include reg-
ular tasks to keep the school tidy, such as painting, weeding, sweeping and other neces-
sary maintenance tasks. It’s a great opportunity for families and children to meet in a dif-
ferent social setting, as well as contributing to improvements and care of the school.  

We will be having a working bee on Sunday 31
st
 March commencing at 10am to get a 

number of jobs completed following our recent buildings report from the Department of Ed-
ucation. We will be making up a list of jobs and any tools required to complete the jobs 
and placing a list at the end of the main building so that parents, families and community 
members can sign up and help on the day. This list will go up on Monday 4

th
 March. If you 

have any questions about the day, please come in and see us here at school. 

So sign up, pack your gloves, brooms and any tools needed and volunteer to help 

at our Working Bee! Whether it’s just one hour or more, Willow Grove Primary 

School needs your help. 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

School Council Elections 

Working Bee – Sunday 31st March – 10am 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 
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2019, a year full of new stuff! 
 
This year we school and sports captains will be writing a report in the fortnightly 
newsletter. There will still be a newsletter every week but every second week it will 
be SUPER-SIZED!!!  For those who don’t know Willow Grove P.S has school, sports, 
values and bus captains. Our school captains are Quinn Raven-Handley and Claire 
Schultz, otherwise ourselves. Our sports captains are Montana Donoghue and Josh 
Garratt. Our values captains are Xavier Mether- Respect, Kafil Slade- Resilience, Lin-
coln Mulley- Teamwork and Oscar Robinson and Rory Wilms- Community. Last but not 
least our bus captains are Mikaela Secombe and Ryan Vosper. 
 

For the last couple of weeks the grade 5/6/s have been going over to the prep/1 
class room and doing buddies, which hasn’t been done since 2014. So little buddies 
would go off with big buddies and they read to each other. Then they get given a 
task to do by Mrs. McCartney which little buddies then complete with the help of big 
buddies. We then have a group recap over what we have done in the previous hour. 
Finally we say goodbye to each other and the big buddies head back to their class-
room. 
 

We’d also like to say sorry that the notice board has nothing on it, the reasoning for 
this is that we do not know where the key to open this is. Mr. Wilson is currently 
dealing with that. 
 

Thank you for reading and we’ll see you at Friday’s assembly at 2:45 pm. 
From your school captains, Quinn Raven-Handley and Claire Schultz   

 

 

Hi, I hope you are having a great 4th week of school. The Sports Captains 
(Montana Donoghue & Josh Garratt) will be doing a Sport Report every Fortnight 
& what you are reading right now is that Sport report on the sports that are 
coming up & that have been. This week we are talking about Swimming, new 
sports Equipment, Whole school Athletics practise, whole school Athletics dates 
& senior school sports Dates. 

Swimming and sports equipment  

In 2018 we ordered a lot of sports equipment so we can be good @ all different 
sports. We got more sports equipment so we can improve, so kids are more in-
dependent instead of sharing sports equipment with a buddy. 

Every Wednesday the 5/6 grade will be doing swimming until the 13th of March, 
so don’t forget to pack your swimming gear especially bathers on a Wednesday 
morning. We will be leaving on a bus @ 12:30 every Wednesday & arriving back 
@ school at 2:30-3:00. Don’t miss the last session of swimming it will be fun. 

Athletics practice and dates  

We will be running tunnel ball every Friday lunch, sack race every Tuesday lunch 
and relay races every Wednesday day lunch, until sports day.  

Whole school sports is on the 8th of March and the senior sports is on the 15th 
of March. The senior sports is for grades 3-6 only.  

Thank you for reading this report.  

By Josh & Monty (sports captains) 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

School Captains Report— 20th February 2019 

Sports Report—20th February 2019 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win

Student Achievements 
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The reality is , being at school and on time each and every day makes a BIG differ-
ence to your child’s academic outcomes. At Willow Grove Primary School we want 
to ensure that our students attend school on a daily basis. Every day at school 
counts.  
 
Did you know that the month of February is only a few months of the school year 
that falls completely within the school term. That’s why this February we are run-
ning an attendance challenge! Your goal is simple, to turn up to school every day in 
the month of February. We will be running different attendance challenges through-
out the year, so keep your eye posted on our newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applications are now open for the 2019 Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund (CSEF). Eligible families may receive $125 per primary school 
aged child, paid to the school to assist with the costs of camps, excur-
sions and sporting events. Families who hold a current Health Care Card 
may be eligible for the scheme. Applications are open until early June 
2019.   
 
Application forms were emailed out to all families last Tuesday. If you 
applied for CSEF in 2018 at Willow Grove Primary School, you do not 
need to complete an application form – unless your circumstances have 
changed. If you are new to Willow Grove Primary School in 2019, or did 
not apply in 2018, you must complete an application form. 

 
If you are unsure if you are eligible, or need a paper copy of the application form, please see Cindy 
at the office.  
 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Don’t Forget Our February  
Attendance Challenge 

Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL 

Student Achievements 
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 Thanks to all of our school community and families that attended Friday’s BBQ here 
at school. It was a great opportunity to meet together in a relaxed setting and for 
families to gather some information about their child’s class and what has been oc-
curring here at school. Special thanks to Michelle and Glen Byrne for cooking the 
BBQ again for this night and the staff (Sharon, Helen, Justin, Jack and Alison) for 
making themselves available on a Friday night. Thankyou everyone. 

 On behalf of our School Council, thank-you to our families for your support of our 
School Uniform policy. Please contact the school if you require financial assistance 
or support with the purchasing of school uniform items and continue to ensure that 
your child wears the uniform endorsed by your School Council. 

 Thank you to Foodbank Victoria for their grant that allows our Breakfast Club to oper-
ate in 2019, it is really appreciated. 

 Thank you to Pam Francis, Robyn Garratt and Carol Summersgil who have all been 
generous in offering their time to run Breakfast Club in 2019. This support to our stu-
dents is much appreciated. 

My name is Mrs Kim James, I am the new MARC (Mobile Area Resource Centre) 
Teacher Librarian. I have had a great start to 2019 settling into my new role and 
meeting all of the students and staff at the 6 schools that I visit, thank you for all 
making me feel so welcome. 

The MARC van visits Willow Grove Primary School each Monday, all students are encour-
aged to borrow books from the van.  Foundation to Year 2 students can borrow two books and stu-
dents in Years 3- 6 can borrow up to four books. Students need to return their books weekly, they 
can renew their books if required. 

During MARC lessons students are introduced to the wonderful world of Literature.  At the mo-

ment students in Foundation to Year 2 are revising the rules and responsibilities of the library and 
sharing their favourite books. Students in Year 3 – 6 are revising various genres of books and be-
ginning their 2019 Genre Challenge, this encourages students to borrow books from a range of gen-

res.  

 
 

 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Logan R. 
Seth D. ROSTER 

 WEDNESDAY 
27th February 

Sarah M. 

WEDNESDAY 
6th March 

No Lunch 
Orders 

  

MARC Van News 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of ed-
ucational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too, we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days in weeks 4 and 8 of each 
term. This means that on one day this week your child’s regular classroom teacher will be 
replaced by a casual relief teacher, with the following days having been agreed throughout 
the school.  
 

Mrs. McCartney will have her day on Thursday.  
Mrs. Trickett will have her day on Thursday. 
Mr. Woodroffe will have his day on Wednesday. 
Ms. Estcourt and Mr Blythman will have their day on Tuesday.  

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the class-
room. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their profes-
sional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning experience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. Please 
note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who are sick, 
on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance their ca-
pacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Anthony Wilson 
Acting Principal 

 
 
 
 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

News from the Department of Education and Training – Professional 
Practice Days  



 

Community News 

Willow Grove Kindergarten Fundraiser 2019 

Please return order forms and money to the Kinder (or to the Kinder Mailbox at the Willow Grove General Store) 

by Monday, 4th March. Buns will be available for pick up on Wednesday, 13th March in the afternoon. 


