
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 Friday Feb 15
th

 – Welcome BBQ and Parent Information Even-
ing – an annual casual event not to be missed. More details below. 
This will start at 6.00pm.  

 Each Wednesday during February is a Prep Rest Day. Grade 
1’s attend school as normal. The first full week for Prep students 
starts on Monday the 4

th
 of March.  

 HATS – our SunSmart policy states that hats need to be worn be-
tween the months of September and April. All new Prep students 
and students arriving at Willow Grove for the first time receive their 
first hat for free. Otherwise, school hats can be purchased at the 
school office for $10.  

 WGPS Lunchies is happening next Thursday, 14
th

 February. 
Forms are being sent home today, and are due back at school on 
Monday, 11th February with payment. Lunchies replaces normal 
lunch orders next week. 

 There will be no Brekky Club for the remainder of this week, or next 
week. Brekky Club days for 2019 will be confirmed once Expres-
sion of Interest Forms are returned. 
Grade 5/6 Swimming Program commences next Wednesday, 
13

th
 February. Details were sent home earlier this week. 

 
Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page 
to stay up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a 
popular form of communication that we use with our families 

and broader school community. 
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TERM 1 2019 

 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th February—

Prep Rest Days 

 12th February—Extraordinary 

School Council Meeting—7pm 

 13th, 20th & 27th February and 
6th & 13th March—Gr 5/6 Swim-

ming Program 

 15th February—Welcome BBQ 

& Parent Information Night—

6pm Start 

 19th February—Fundraising 
Committee Meeting—9am at 

School 

 19th February—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 19th February—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 8th March—Tanjil District Whole 

School Sports Day 

 11th March—Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 14th March—Fundraising Com-
mittee Meeting—7pm at Duck 

Inn 

 15th March—Tanjil District Sen-

ior Athletics Day 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 6th May—School Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

4 
MARC Van 
 
No Brekky Club 
& No Lunch Or-
ders 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Prep Rest Day 
 
 
 

7 

Mobile Library 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
MARC Van 
 
 
No Brekky Club 

12 
 
School Council 
Meeting—7pm 
 
 

13 
Prep Rest Day 
No Lunch Orders 
 
Gr 5/6 Swimming 
 

14 

WGPS Lunchies 
 
 
 
 

15 
Welcome BBQ & 
Parent Information 
Night—6pm 
 
 

February 2019 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2019 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 5th April 

Term 2 23rd April to 28th June 

Term 3 15th July to 20th Sept 

Term 4  7th Oct to 20th Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 19  :  ISSUE 01 6TH FEBRUARY 2019 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  2  

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

 

Welcome back to all of our families and broader school community to what promises to be another 
great year of learning at Willow Grove Primary School. I would like to acknowledge that work that 
has been done over the last 3 years by Brendan Dawson and I hope to continue to support staff, 
students and the community as the Acting Principal for term 1. I would like to wish Brendan all the 
best as he takes on the role of Principal at Glengarry Primary School and know that he will also do 
a great job there as he has done here.  
 
Congratulations to Jack Blythman our Grade 5/6 classroom teacher who will be looking after the 
Moe Small Schools Cluster group (Willow Grove, Rawson, Tanjil South, Narracan and Thorpdale 
Primary School) who meet on a fortnightly basis to plan and implement strategies to take into their 
classes within their schools. This will mean that Jack will be in the classroom on Wednesday and 
Friday teaching and spending Monday, Tuesday and Thursday on this important cluster work. To 
allow Jack to do this work, Tammy Estcourt will be working 3 days per week for term 1 in the Grade 
5/6 class. Tammy comes to the school with a lot of experience and we appreciate her willingness to 
be flexible and work closely with Jack and the students in the classroom on what has been very 
short notice. During the course of term 1, this position will be advertised for the commencement of 
term 2 for the remainder of the year.   
 
There are a number of people that will not be returning to Willow Grove Primary School this year. I 
would like to thank Jace Butler for his work as a teacher during 2018. Jace has obtained a teaching 
position at Glengarry Primary School and we wish him all the best. Helen Collins has been the 
school’s mobile library (MARC Van) teacher for a number of years and has left to take on a teach-
ing position at a school. We thank Helen for her work here at Willow Grove Primary School. Helen 
has been replaced by Kim James who will be here at school every Monday for the whole day and 
we welcome Kim to Willow Grove Primary School. Each class has a scheduled 1 hour session over 
the course of the day with MARC Van. We also thank Joan Brown for the work she has done over 
the last few years and Brooke Donahue for her work during 2018 in the classroom as Educational 
Support staff and wish them all the best.   
 
A special mention to all of our Prep students who shared the excitement of their first day of primary 
school with their families last Friday and a warm welcome to Brodie Hill (Grade 1) and Logan Rob-
inson (Grade 3) who have started at Willow Grove Primary this year. I am sure you will join me in 
welcoming all of our new faces to Willow Grove.   
 
Each week through my Principal’s report in the newsletter, you will be able to keep informed of our 
progress towards our strategic goals, as well as stay up-to date with important information. Our 
newsletter is a great source of information and will be emailed each Wednesday afternoon with 
hard copies available from the school office or the Willow Grove General Store. Please take the 
time to read through the newsletter and keep informed of any events and happenings at Willow 
Grove Primary.  
 
Our annual ‘Welcome BBQ and Parent Information Session’ is coming up on Friday the 15th of 
February. This is a great opportunity for all of our school community to get together and have a 
great time in a relaxed social setting, as well as hear some important information about your child’s 
classroom program. All you need to do is bring along your drinks, a picnic blanket, chairs, bikes, 
scooters and skateboards. The BBQ will be prepared for you!  
 
The night starts at 6.00pm with information sessions for each classroom at the following times:  
 
 6.05 – 6.25pm   Grade Prep/1 
 6.30 – 6.50pm  Grade 1/2  
 6.55 – 7.15pm  Grade 3/4  
 7.20 – 7.40pm   Grade 5/6  

These information sessions will be presented by your child’s classroom teacher. The sessions are 
short (also informal and relaxed in nature) and will enable teachers to tell you about their class-
rooms, routines, programs and expectations. It is also a great time to ask questions!  

While you attend the information sessions your children will be supervised out in the yard by staff 
and the BBQ will be fired up ready for children and adults to eat. In the past children have brought 
their bikes, scooters and skateboards. Please note that helmets will need to be worn.  
The BBQ is a relaxed evening for all of our students, their parents and our staff. It is certainly not to 
be missed and a great way to start the year.   

Principal’s Report 
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NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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2019 Staff  

Our other staff members are as follows:  

Specialist Teacher: Mrs Alison Abbott (Visual Arts: Monday, Japanese: Tuesday and Physi-
cal Education: Wednesday) – students to receive 1 hr per week of each  
 
Literacy and Library: Ms Kim James – Monday, students to receive 1 hour per week  
 
Grade Prep / 1 – Mrs Sharon McCartney 
Grade 1/2 – Mrs Helen Trickett  
Grade 3/4 – Mr Justin Woodroffe 
Grade 5/6 – Mr Jack Blythman and Ms Tammy Estcourt 
 
Chaplain: Ms Arita Smith (Tuesday and Wednesday) 
 
MiniLit: Mrs Michelle Byrne  
 
Business Manager: Ms Cindy Walker (Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday) – Newsletters to be pub-
lished on Wednesdays.   
 
Acting Principal: Mr Anthony Wilson 
 
After School Care: Ms Eden Ward  

Willow Grove Primary School also provides an affordable after school care service, operating Mon-
day to Friday from 3.15pm – 5.30pm and staffed by an accredited childcare worker. Parents can 
use this service on a casual or regular basis. Please contact the office to find out more information 
or to collect an enrolment form.  

Finally, in striving to maintain positive working relationships with our families, I want to take this op-
portunity to let our community know that we encourage and promote open communication with our 
parents. Please come and speak to your child’s classroom teacher if you have a question, issue or 
concern. We take pride in being approachable and believe that by working together we can ensure 
the best outcomes for your child.  

Anthony Wilson 
 

 

 Bus Travellers will receive updated information for the year ahead as they trav-
el on the bus for the first time in 2019 over the first few weeks.  

 Breakfast Club – Expression of Interest Form has been given to the eldest in each 
family. If your child is wanting to attend Brekky Club or you can assist by volunteering, 
please return the form to the office by Tuesday, 12th February. We will then go 
through the list and look at starting the program the week of February 18

th
.  

 Grade 5/6 Students will have received information and permission forms for our 
Grade 5/6 Swimming Program which commences on Wednesday, 13th Febru-
ary. The cost for the 5 session program is $50. Please return forms and payment to 
the office by this Friday, 8th February. 

 WGPS Lunchies form was sent home today. Lunchies will take place next 
Thursday, 14th February. Please return your form with correct money to the office by 
Monday, 11th February. 

 
 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Notices Sent Home 
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Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
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TERM 1 – ends 5
th
 April 

TERM 2 – 23
rd

 April – 28
th
 June 

TERM 3 – 15
th
 July – 20

th
 September 

TERM 4 – 7
th
 October – 20

th
 December  

At this stage, other than Day 1, no Curriculum Days have yet been set. Once this is 

known, we will notify families through the newsletter so that you can plan accordingly.  

A warm welcome to our class of 2019 Preps – pictured below on their first day of Primary 
School!   

 
Welcome to: Loui Baker, Georgia Ball, William Ball, Charlie-Rae Eason, Ebony Fid-

delears, Jobe Garrat, Lucas Mackenlay, Nika Milroy, Dakota Osborne, Ollie Reavley & 

Ava Warren.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst our Prep students  start their primary school education, our Grade 6’s are beginning 

their last year. Pictured below are our Class of 2019, with most in their Grade 6 Polo tops. 

Thanks to Kate Mether for organising these and to the Fundraising Committee for subsi-

dising part of the cost.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Absent: Mikaela S. 
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2019 Term Dates 

Special Welcomes for 2019 
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Fundraising Committee Meetings 

We would love to see some new faces at our Fundraising Committee meetings each month. We 
have set a combination of day time and night time meetings this year to try and make our 
meetings available to our entire school community. If you’d like to be involved but the dates don’t 
work for you, please let me know. 

Our meetings are always a maximum of 1 hour with our focus being fresh ideas, feedback on past 
events and getting the most profit for the time our volunteers invest. 

Term 1 Meeting Dates: 

Tuesday, February 19th at 9:00am @ WGPS 

Thursday, March 14th at 7:00pm @ Duck Inn  
(Arrive at 6:30 if you’d like to order dinner before the meeting!) 

Lunch Orders 

A reminder that lunch orders will be on a Wednesday for the rest of 2019. Thank you to Ella GIllies 
& Brooke Donoghue for all their help coordinating our lunch order program in 2018. We are on 
the hunt for someone to help us in 2019. Please let me know if you’re interested.   

A 2019 lunch order price list has been sent home with the Lunchies order form today. Lunch or-
ders won’t be available the 1st week of each month due to Lunchies. 

If you have any questions, concerns or would like to discuss any of the above items please feel 
free to call me 0400 156 486 or catch me at school pick up on a Tuesday or Thursday afternoon. 

Kate Mether 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

ROSTER 
WEDNESDAY 
13th February 

No Lunch 
Orders 

WEDNESDAY 
20th February 

T.B.A. 

  

Willow Grove Primary School Fundraising Committee Update 
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The reality is , being at school and on time each and every day makes a BIG differ-
ence to your child’s academic outcomes. At Willow Grove Primary School we want 
to ensure that our students attend school on a daily basis. Every day at school 
counts.  
 
Did you know that the month of February is only a few months of the school year 
that falls completely within the school term. That’s why this February we are run-
ning an attendance challenge! Your goal is simple, to turn up to school every day in 
the month of February. We will be running different attendance challenges through-
out the year, so keep your eye posted on our newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A reminder to our families that the Education Department does not carry insurance for ac-
cidental injury to or damage to property of student or members of the public.  
 
Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/
ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured stu-
dents, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other 
transport costs. E.g if your child fell from the play equipment and breaks an arm, parents 
cover all medical costs incurred.  
 
Private property brought to school by students or visitors is also not insured. This includes 
technology, bikes, toys, sports equipment etc. and the Department does not accept any 
responsibility for any loss or damage. 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

February  
Attendance Challenge 

Student Accident Insurance, Ambulance Cover Arrangements and  

Private Property Brought to School 
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 Thank-you to all of our families for your support of our two Student Assessment Days 

last week. We appreciate your attendance and understand that this places extra 
pressure to organise having kids attend school for their assessment only. Over these 
days, our staff were able to administer a reading assessment (Fountas & Pinnell) 
which fits with our improvement focus to maximise learning growth in Reading. 
Classroom teachers will use this data to support and target their teaching.   

 On behalf of our school council, thank-you to our families for your support of our 
School Uniform policy. It was a pleasure to start the school year seeing the large ma-
jority of students in school uniform. Please contact the school if you require financial 
assistance or support with the purchasing of school uniform items.  

 Thank you to Max Roberts, Spud’s Lawn Care and as always our neighbours Carol 
and Barry for their work in supervising and maintaining our school grounds over the 
summer holiday period. Apologies if I have missed anyone.  

 Thank-you to Kate Mether and her helpers who organised morning tea for our back 
to school Welcome Morning Tea last Friday.  

 Thank you to the Willow Grove Community Calendar group for their generous dona-
tion of $3000 to our school.  
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Matilda M. 
Rory W. 

Addison D. 
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quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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A new year beginning, do others ask themselves what will this year bring? Christmas is 

over,  did you indulge yourselves and your children.  It ’s hard not to when all the advertis-

ing is aimed at getting us to spend.  In fact , our economy depends on us spending. I was 

looking through some articles I had saved and came across this one, it  is quite a long 

piece so I will  do it in several instalments.  It ’s out of a book by Kim John Payne; Sim-

plicity Parenting, this is available on line.  

 

This is an excerpt of what he says  

When children in mid 20 t h  Century were growing up they got one jumper each winter. 

One. Total.  They would care for those jumpers vigilantly. If the elbows got holes in them 

They were patched. If they lost their jumper, they would recount their steps to find it  

again. They guarded it like the precious gift it  was. They had everything they needed and 

not a lot more. The only rule was to be home by dinner time. Their mothers rarely knew 

where their  kids were exactly but that  was ok as they were safe.  

T h e y  w e r e  o f f  b u i l d i n g  f o r t s ,  m a k i n g  b o w s  a n d  a r r o w s ,  c o l l e c t i n g  

b r u i s e s  a n d  b l o o d y  k n e e s  a n d  h a v i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e y  

w e r e  i m m e r s e d  i n  c h i l d h o o d .  

 

But the world has moved on since then. We ’ve become more sophisticated. And entered a 

unique period in which, rather than struggling to provide enough, parents are unable to 

resist providing too much. In doing so, we ’re unknowingly creating an environment in 

which mental  health issues flourish.  

In Kim John Payne’s book,  ‘Simplicity Parenting’  one message leaps off the page. Normal 

personality quirks  combined  with the stress of “too much” can propel children into the 

realm of disorder.  A child who is systematic may be pushed into obsessive behaviours.  A 

dreamy child may lose the ability to focus.  

 

Payne conducted a study  in which he simplified the lives of children with attention deficit  

disorder. Within four short months 68% went from being clinically dysfunctional to clini-

cally functional.  The children also displayed a 37% increase in academic and cognitive 

aptitude, an effect not seen with commonly prescribed drugs like Ritalin.  

As a new parent I find this both empowering and terrifying. We officially have a massive 

opportunity and responsibility to provide an environment in which our children can thrive 

physically, emotionally and mentally.  

I know myself I can function much better if I have my environment organised and declut-

tered, not always easy when you are a hoarder but reading this article has inspired me to 

have a look at what I can change.  Maybe this will inspire you to have a look at  what you 

can change in your life and surroundings  

So, what are we getting wrong and how can we fix it? Payne writes about the ’ T H E  

B U R D E N  O F  T O O  M U C H ’ ,  h e  n o t e d  many affluent English children were dis-

playing the same behavioural  tendencies as the children living in war zones half a world 

away. This is interesting reading and I will  continue this article next time.   

Have a great  start to the year.   

Arita  
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Chaplain’s Corner 

http://amzn.to/1p2uIK1
http://amzn.to/1qcm0Jy
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Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
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Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
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The start of the school year is always a time when there is lots of information to absorb and 
take in, especially if you are new to our school community. We trust that you find the infor-
mation below a helpful snap-shot into the day-to-day operations of our school, making the 
start of the school year as smooth as possible for you and your child/ren.  
 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch via phone, email or in person if you have any questions 
or would like to find out more information about a certain topic.  
 
School Council – later this month, we elect new parent members to our School Council 
and so we are seeking volunteers for four parent positions in 2019. It is a great group to be-
long to and very rewarding, especially if you want to understand how our school works, 
have input into decision making and represent parent views and ideas. Keep your eye out 
on the newsletter for more information.  
 
Assembly – held each Friday afternoon. Our assemblies last approximately 25-30 
minutes and are used to discuss and promote our school’s expectations with our student 
and parent community as well as to acknowledge and celebrate student achievement. They 
are a great way to stay informed about our school’s programs and strategic direction. As-
semblies are conducted in our library space. We would love for you to be a part of these if 
you are available.  
 
Parent Payment Charges – information on Parent Payment charges were sent home late 
last year. These charges are for Essential Education items, Optional Extras and Voluntary 
Financial contributions. Any payments can be made by cash or cheque at the office or use 
the BPay facility. Cindy is in the office each Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. If you are 
having difficulty, please come and organise a payment plan.  
 

Some families may also be eligible to access the Victorian Government’s Camps, Sports 
and Excursions Fund. The CSEF provides payment of $125 to the school for use to-
wards camps and excursions. To be eligible you will need a current Health Care card. Appli-
cation forms are available at the office.  
 

Office Reminders 
 

 Absences: Our school policy is that it is not okay to be away nor to be late! We 
encourage punctual on time attendance at all times. If however, your child is absent from 
school due to injury or illness, then it is important that you let the school know and provide a 
written note explaining their absence. Our school roles are legal documents and in-
formation needs to be recorded accurately. With the introduction of Compass over the 
course of the year, families will be able to utilise Compass to provide approvals for student 
absences. More details on Compass and when this feature will be made available will be 
provided to families later in Term 1.  
 
 Late Book: the late book is located at the office on the window ledge. Students 
arriving late are required to come to the office and document when they are late and the 
reason for their lateness.  
 
 Sign Out Book: the sign out book is also located at the office on the window 
ledge. Please document when and why your child is being taken out from school. Please 
also ensure you mention this to either your child’s classroom teacher, myself or Cindy.  You 
can also report this on Compass 
 
 Visitors’ Book: The visitors ’ book is located at the office on the window ledge as 

well. When anyone, a parent, volunteer or tradesman comes into the school for an extended 

time to complete a task or help out, they are required to sign in and take a visitor’s badge. 

For example: if you are completing lunch orders, reading in the classroom or having a meet-

ing with a staff member, you will need to sign the visitors’ book.  
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Sun Smart Policy 
  

Willow Grove is a sun smart school. When you are outside from September to April, you 
will need to be wearing an approved school hat. Children who do not have an appropriate 
school approved hat, will be asked to sit and play in the undercover area near the Latrobe 
Building. Sunscreen is also available to students or you are welcome to provide your own. 
  
After School Care  
 

After School Care is available Monday to Friday from 3.15pm – 5.30pm. It is great to see 
the program being used. If you need to enrol your child in the service, please let Anthony, 
Michelle or Cindy know. Remember that it can be used occasionally and you do not need 
to have a permanent booking. 
  
Car Park and Bus Safety  
 

It is very important that we utilise our drop off and pick up zone out the front of the school 
in a safe manner. Please make sure that under no circumstances students walk in front of 
the bus to go to their car. Students, even if accompanied by an adult, need to walk around 
the back of the bus to go to their car. Car Park safety is everyone’s responsibility, please 
take care! 
 
Nude Food Program 
 

Willow Grove Primary continues to promote and participate in the Nude Food program. 
The Nude Food Program, aims to reduce waste and helps keep the school litter and rub-
bish free by promoting food that is not wrapped in disposable packaging.  
 
Children will be asked to unwrap their playlunch in the classroom before the go outside to 
play. If they have play lunch such as loose chips in a wrapper, they will be asked to eat 
inside before they go outside. For example, a packet of chips cannot be emptied into a 
hand or put into a pocket. Children will need to consume these types of snacks on the 
steps to the Latrobe Building before they head off for recess.  
 
We also encourage parents to think healthy when packing lunches so that children have a 
wide selection of nutritious foods.  
 
1. Children are allowed to eat play lunches outside when it is not wrapped in packaging 
such as glad wrap etc. Food that can be stripped ‘Nude’ or food in plastic containers can 
be taken outside.  
 

2. Fruit can be taken outside. 
 

3. Children with wrapped food will need to eat their snacks on the steps to the Latrobe 
Building, making sure all rubbish is placed in the bin.  
 

4. Children eat lunches inside, from 1.30-1.40pm every day. Children are always given 
time to eat lunch. Students who have not finished with a reasonable time frame will be 
asked to finish their lunch outside on the steps to the Latrobe Building.  
 
Lunch Orders – lunch orders are available each Wednesday. Lunch orders are organised 
by our Fundraising Committee who rely on parent volunteers. Please speak to Kate Me-
ther or speak to any staff member if you are able to help with lunch orders. 
 
Student Banking - We offer Student banking via the Commonwealth Bank School Bank-

ing Program. School Banking will occur on a Friday this year. If you would like your child 

to participate in School Banking, please ask Cindy for a parent information pack available 

at the school office. 
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