
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 Tuesday 14
th
 May – Friday 24

th
 of May is the NAPLAN Assessment 

Period. Each year we aim for 100% attendance and participa-
tion.  

 This Saturday, 18th May is the combined school, kinder and play-
group Election Day Bake and Produce Sale. Please support this 
fundraiser while you are casting your vote in this years Federal 
Election at the Willow Grove Community Hall. 

 Next Tuesday, 21st May are our Building & Grounds and School 
Council Meetings held at 7pm and 7:30pm respectively. 

 Grade 6 families are reminded that application forms regarding 
Year 7 Secondary School Placement for 2020 are due back at 
school this Friday, 17th May. 

 Students selected to participate in the Latrobe Valley Division 
Cross Country next Wednesday, 22nd May are reminded per-
mission forms are due back at school this Friday, 17th May. 

 We are participating in this years Woolworths Earn & Learn Pro-
gram. If shopping at Woolworths please collect the earn & learn 
stickers and drop them in the box outside the school office. 

 
 
 

 Grade 5/6 Coonawarra Camp information and permission 
forms were sent home yesterday. Please ensure permission, medi-
cal, and dietary forms are returned to school with payment by Mon-
day, 3rd June. 
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TERM 2 2019 

 14th—24th May—NAPLAN Test-

ing Period 

 18th May—Election Day Cake & 

Product Stall Fundraiser 

 21st May—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 21st May—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 22nd May—LV Division Cross 

Country—Selected Students 

 28th May—Gr 5/6 LV Division 

Winter Sports 

 10th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 17th—21st June—Gr 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

 18th June—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 18th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 27th & 28th June—Student Led 

Conferences 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 12th September—School Produc-

tion 

 13th September—Curriculum 

Day 

 4th November—Curriculum Day 

 18th-20th November—Gr 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 18th & 19th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

13 
MARC Van 
 
 

14 
Brekky Club 
NAPLAN 
Fundraising Com-
mittee Meeting—
9am at WGPS 

15 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
 

16 

Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 

20 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

21 
NAPLAN 
Brekky Club 
Build & Grounds 
Meeting—7pm 
SC Meeting—7:30pm 

22 
Brekky Club 
Lunch Orders 
LV Division Cross 
Country—Selected 
Students 

23 

Brekky Club 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 

May 2019 
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Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 5th April 

Term 2 23rd April to 28th June 

Term 3 15th July to 20th Sept 

Term 4  7th Oct to 20th Dec 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  2  
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Instructional Model 

The Learning Walks that I spoke about in this terms Week 2 Newsletter have commenced 
and are starting to give the school some really important and crucial data regarding our In-
structional Model for teaching and learning. Staff have been very supportive and positive in 
opening up their classes as they believe the purpose is to improve their classroom teaching 
which ultimately improves the learning for our students, your children. 

Our students are now coming to realise that it is normal for teachers enter to their class 
and ask them what they are learning (what we call the Learning Intentions of the lessons) 
and how they know if they have been successful (what we refer to as Success Criteria). It 
is imperative that students are made aware as to what they are learning and how they 
measure their success as this helps them determine what they need to learn next. That is, 
how they can have more control over their learning, or Student Agency. I know that there 
are many ‘teacher’ terms here, but asking your child, “What did you learn today?” may pro-
vide you as their parent more insight into their day and what it was like compared to, “How 
was your day?” and the response that usually goes with it. 

Again, if you would like to know more about what occurs in your child’s class, please come 
and talk with me, I am more than happy to talk about this with you. 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN is short for the National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy and it is 
an annual national assessment for all students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9. Students in Grades 3 
and 5 at Willow Grove Primary School are expected to participate in tests in Reading, Writ-
ing, Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation) and Numeracy. 

This year NAPLAN testing will be conducted online (other than Grade 3 writing) from Tues-
day the 14

th
 of May to Thursday the 16

th
 of May and on Tuesday 21

st
 May. The test timeta-

ble has been copied below for you. All students in Grades 3 and 5 will have already re-
ceived an information brochure for parents. If you would like more information in the mean-
time, please visit www.nap.edu.au or speak to your child’s teacher.   

Take care and all the best for the rest of the week. 
 

Anthony Wilson 

 

 Thank you to Kate Mether for organising and purchasing all the lovely 
gifts for the Mother’s Day Stall this year. 

 Thank you to Kate Fiddelaers and Sarah Cumming for running the 
Mother’s Day Stall last Friday, ensuring all participating students were able 
to pick a great gift for their special mums. 

 Thank you to Bronwyn Riley for raising $278 for the school by selling 
Cadbury Fundraiser chocolates at her workplace on behalf of the Fundrais-
ing Committee. 

 
 

Principal’s Report 

Day/Time NAPLAN Test 

Tuesday 14
th
, 9am Writing 

Wednesday 15
th
, 9am Reading 

Thursday 16
th
, 9am Language Conventions 

Tuesday 21
st
, 9am Numeracy 
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quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
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ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
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sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
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long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 
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Our attendance challenge for May is well and truly under way. The purpose of our attend-
ance challenges is to promote school attendance, that is all students being on time, each 
and every day. Attendance at school is directly linked to improved academic outcomes 
and social connections. Students who attend school on time, each and every day, do bet-
ter academically!  

This month, we are running a GRADE level challenge. The grade with the highest attend-
ance rate (measured by highest percentage) for the month of May will receive a Hot Chip 
lunch as their reward. We will be publishing leader boards each week in the newsletter. So 
far, attendance for May (up until May 14

th
) for the whole school is 96% and for each class 

is located in the leader board below: 

Top attendance tips for parents 

 Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by con-
tacting your child’s school and asking for advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 
 There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them be-

hind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 
 Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 
 Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea  
 Don’t make routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family 

holidays during the term. This includes scheduling haircuts or shopping trips outside of school 
hours.  

 Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. 

Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing. 

 

 

2019 is the 75th year of Education Week and it aims to positively profile and celebrate the 
strengths and achievements of Victoria’s government education sector. 

It is all about celebrating careers and pathways that will make your dream job come true. 

Willow Grove Primary School will be having a number of activities and events occurring 

next week, including making a career poster, dressing as your job choice (Friday), and 

parents talking to students at a career forum. 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Education Week – Celebrating Careers 

May Attendance Challenge 

Date Grade Prep 
(%) 

Grade 1/2 
(%) 

Grade 3/4 
(%) 

Grade 5/6 
(%) 

Tues 7
th
 May 89 99 97 96 

Tues 14
th
 May 89 97 97 95 
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Lowanna Secondary Awareness Day—8th May 2019 

Mother’s Day Stall—10th May 2019 

Pictured here are some of 
our Grade 5/6 students 
participating in activities 
as part of the Lowanna 
College Secondary Aware-
ness Day. 

Pictured here are some of 
our students making se-
lections for their mum’s at 
the Mother’s Day Stall. 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  6  

 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Comic’s Corner 
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Welcome readers to the 6th edition and probably the longest, of the School Captains 
report, so sit back relax and read our (hopefully) awesome report. 

Firstly we’d like to congratulate everyone who competed in the Lego masters compe-
tition and the winners. This week’s theme is castles, so get practising! (Congrats to 
whoever won the Grade prep/2 winners for this week) 

Grades 3 and 5’s NAPLAN has begun so make sure you’re here everyday so you don’t 
have to catch up, because they WILL make you!!! 

Congrats to everyone that got in to cross country, more on that in the sports report. 

On the 10th June it is the Queen’s birthday so don’t come to school or the Queen will 
execute you! 

During 17-21 of June the Grade 5/6 will be at Coonawarra camp, so all younger sib-
lings, have a fun week by your selves. Claire messed up so that means it’s not on the 
weekend. Whoops! 

Story time is a new section in the newsletter where Grade 5/6 stories starting with 
Kafil’s ‘Wither’ story will be split into pieces so we have a bit more entertainment in 
the newsletter. 

As we said last week the School Captains (Ourselves) have been working on getting 
book week to happen at our school. As well as everyone coming in their favourite 
school appropriate book character, we will be having a MASSIVE book swap! So get 
some old books ready and a nice costume for August as book week is coming!!!  

Jokes of the fortnight 

If you ever get cold, just stand in the corner of a room for a while. They're normally 
around 90 degrees. 

Q: Why did the school kids eat their homework?  
A: Because their teacher told them it was a piece of cake. 

By Claire Schultz and Quinn R-H 
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School Captains Report— 15th May 2019 

 
ROSTER 

 WEDNESDAY 
22nd May 

Sarah M. 

WEDNESDAY 
29th May 

Katie G. 
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At Willow Grove Primary School I am still impressed by how well people are showing 

our values (respect, resilience, teamwork and community). I would also like to mention 

how well the competitors of the WGPS Lego masters are showing our values. The main 

thing I would like to talk about is the impressive amount of inclusion from students. I 

have seen many occasions were 5/6 students will play with even prep/1 students 

which is some spectacular inclusion. 

So thank you for reading my values report and have a great rest of the week. 

By Xavier Mether 
 

 

January 1 2009 

I spawned at coordinates -16.08356     -14.58390, I marked them in this book so that if at one 

point I was lost, I could come back to my spawn. After I spawned I immediately ran to the 

nearest tree, which was a plain old oak, but jeez, I can still feel the pain of that first punch, but 

I knew that to survive, I needed the wood, so I endured the pain and kept punching. Once I 

had a collection of fourteen blocks, I noticed some text in the chat, it said; CrazyGamer560 

joined the game. I wondered who this guy was, but I didn’t have to wait for long because 

when I was at the wood collection mark of 58 blocks, a player came over to me, he said he 

was CrazyGamer560 and that I should call him Cramer. He said that he was looking for a 

place to stay, I need to note this in the journal, but at that point I noticed that he wore the 

cleanest, shiniest armour I’d ever seen, I could practically see myself in it. I told Cramer that 

he could live with me as long as he had would give me some weapons and help build a cabin, 

as I had none, and he said it was a deal. After a while we had a nice oak house with two beds, 

a chest, a crafting table, and a thing called a furnace which Cramer already had in his invento-

ry. At that point we been working for a long time, and it was dark out. Inside the cabin it was 

nice and toasty with the furnace on full blast, it was so quiet and peaceful inside, so you can 

imagine why I jumped when a groan come from outside the door. I asked him, “What, was, 

that.” 

“A zombie,” he said without looking up, “there’ll be plenty around, so get used to them.”  

I might have been asleep by then, but I distinctly remember hearing a boom and there being 

a bright flash that was like lightning.  

 

January 2 2009 

I soon learned that there was an unlimited amount of people in the game*. For example, 

when Cramer and I were building a fort around the cabin, a player named H.H joined us, he 

was a tall lanky person with blonde hair, wearing a black jumper and two black leather boots. 

I think the only reason he didn’t attack the fort was because of the sheer size of the thing. I 

will admit, I think we went a bit overkill. H.H immediately started helping out with the fort by 

building a stone wall around the fort, and I couldn’t believe that I hadn’t thought of it earlier, 

so I started helping out. Then I felt a sharp pain in the back, a skeleton had taken cover from 

a tree and shot me, so I pulled my sword and killed it. 

By Kafil Slade 
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Values Report— 15th May 2019 

Story Time—Wither Part 1 
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which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 
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Today we will be talking about cross country and the winter 
sports.  

Cross Country:  

On the 22nd of May Sam Mackenlay, Taylor Riley, Hamish Phoenix and 
Josh Garratt are going to Churchill to race against other kids from other 
schools. There will be about 25 other kids in each race.  

Winter sports:  

On the 28th of May the 5/6 students will be participating in the division 
winter sports. There will be about 20 kids going from 5/6 and maybe 
some grade 4 students. These kids will be traveling on the bus. They will 
be playing FOOTBALL!!!! The team will be MIXED. 

If you have any questions you can ask Mr. Wilson, Mrs. Abbott or the 
Sports Captains ( Monty and Josh)   

By Montana Donoghue   

 

 

 

 

Some of our senior students are making a Billy Cart as a lunch time team building 
project. While they have been able to use many recycled items, they need to purchase 
some materials to finish the project. 

In order to raise the necessary funds, the students are selling Beanies, kindly knitted 
by Mrs McCartney. All profit goes to the Billy Cart Project. 

If you would like to purchase a Beanie to support this project, please contact the of-
fice as there is a limited supply. Beanie options and prices are listed below: 
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Sports Report— 15th May 2019 

WGPS Beanie Fundraiser—Student Billy Cart Project 

W.G.P.S Beanie Type Price $ 

Beanie with a pom-pom and Willow 
Grove on top  

10 

Beanie with pom-pom and green and 
gold stripes  

7 

Beanie with Willow Grove on top  7 

Plain beanie with green and gold stripes 5 

Green and gold beanies 5 

Plain green beanies  5 
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