
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 WGPS Lunchies—Sausage Sizzle is happening tomorrow, 2nd 
May. 

 School Photos are happening this Monday, 6th May. Please 
ensure all orders are placed via envelope or on-line before this 
date. Sibling photo envelopes are available at the school office. 

 Grade 5/6 Lowanna College Secondary Awareness Day is hap-
pening next Wednesday, 8th May. Please ensure permission forms 
are returned to school by Monday, 6th May. 

 Our Mother’s Day Stall will be held next Friday, 10th May from 
9:00am – 11:00am. Our Fundraising Committee need some help-
ers during this time, if you are able to help please contact Kate Me-
ther on 0400 156 486. All Mother’s Day orders and payments are 
due back at school by Tuesday, 7th May. 

 Scholastic Book Club orders are due back at school next Friday, 
10th May. 

 
 

 Later this week Grade 6 families will receive information and an ap-
plication form regarding Year 7 Secondary School Placement for 
2020. Please read this information carefully, and note the deadline 
for returning application forms to school is 17th May. 
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TERM 2 2019 

 2nd May—WGPS Lunchies—

Sausage Sizzle 

 6th May—School Photos 

 8th May—Gr 5/6 Lowanna Col-

lege Secondary Awareness Day 

 10th May—Mother’s Day Stall 

 14th May—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—9am at WGPS 

 14th—24th May—NAPLAN Test-

ing Period 

 18th May—Election Day Cake & 

Product Stall Fundraiser 

 21st May—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 21st May—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 22nd May—LV Division Cross 

Country—Selected Students 

 28th May—Gr 5/6 LV Division 

Winter Sports 

 10th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 17th—21st June—Gr 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 13th September—Curriculum 

Day 

 4th November—Curriculum Day 

 18th-20th November—Gr 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

29 
MARC Van 
 
 

30 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

01 
Brekky Club 
 
No Lunch Orders 
 
 

02 

Brekky Club 
Lunchies—Sausage 
Sizzle 
Mobile Library 
 

03 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 
 

06 
MARC Van 
 
School Photos 
 
 

07 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

08 
Brekky Club 
Lunch Orders 
 
Gr 5/6 Lowanna 
College Excursion 

09 

Brekky Club 
 
 
 

10 
Mother’s Day Stall 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 

May 2019 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

TERM DATES 2019 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 5th April 

Term 2 23rd April to 28th June 

Term 3 15th July to 20th Sept 

Term 4  7th Oct to 20th Dec 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 
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Login at: 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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The beginning of a new Term is always a good time to reflect and re-focus our efforts into 
setting new goals and committing actions towards achieving those goals.  

I often talk to our students and staff through ongoing discussions, the need to continually 
improve, not because what you are doing or have done in the past isn’t good enough, but 
because you can do even better!  

This term, school leadership will be undertaking Learning Walks in our classrooms to col-
lect data within our school to help develop excellence in teaching and learning in every 
classroom at Willow Grove. That is, so we continue to improve and achieve our goals for 
our students. Our focus will be around our Instructional Model (which is known as Gradual 
Release of Responsibility) and looks at four elements within a 1-hour session;  

Focused Instruction—15 Mintues. Here, the teacher establishes the purpose of the 
lesson and model their thinking to the students. The purpose is based on the expected 
learning outcomes, such as standards, and is clearly communicated to students. Teacher 
modelling should provide students with examples of the thinking and language required to 
be successful. 

Guided Instruction. In guided instruction, the teacher strategically uses questions, 
prompts, and cues to facilitate our student’s understanding. This can be done with whole 
groups of students but is probably more effective with small groups that are based on their 
needs. During guided instruction, the teacher focuses on releasing responsibility to stu-
dents while providing instructional ‘scaffolds’ to ensure that students are successful. 

Productive Group Work. Students work in collaborative groups to produce some-
thing related to the topic at hand. To be productive, the group work must involve students 
using academic language and being individually accountable for their contribution to the 
effort. This phase of instruction should provide students with an opportunity to consolidate 
their understanding before they apply it independently. 

Independent Learning. Finally, students apply what they have learned in class and 
outside of class. Many independent learning tasks are used as assessments, designed to 
check for understanding and to identify needs for reteaching. Of course, independent learn-
ing tasks should not come too soon since students need practice before they can sufficient-
ly apply knowledge in new situations.  

If you would like to know more about what is happening in our classrooms, I am more than 
happy for you to come into the school and talk in more detail. 

Take care and all the best for the rest of the week. 

Anthony Wilson 

 

 Thank you to David Balfour for providing us with three 
new flags. We now have a new Australian Flag, Aboriginal 
Flag and Victorian Flag. 

 Thank you to Glen and Michelle Byrne for fixing our 
flag pole so we can put up our new flags. 

 Thank you to Lee Donoghue for fitting a new handle to 
our staff room urn. 
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News from Ann 

Wi

St

P A G E  4  

Last Thursday, 25th April our school captain’s, Quinn and Claire, represented our school 

at the ANZAC Day Service held in Willow Grove. Pictured below are Quinn and Claire lay-

ing a wreath at the Cenotaph. 
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WGPS School Photos—6th May 2019 

ANZAC Day 2019 
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Change and loss are issues that affect all of us at some stage in our lives. At Willow 
Grove PS we recognise that when changes occur in families through death, separation, 
divorce, changing schools or simply going to a new house or area, there is a sense of loss 
involved.  Young people benefit from learning how to manage these changes effectively.  

We are therefore offering the ‘Seasons for Growth’ program which will commence this 
term. This program is facilitated in small groups and is based on research which highlights 
the importance of social support and the need to practise new skills to cope effectively 
with change and loss. The program focuses on issues such as self-esteem, managing 
feelings, problem-solving, decision-making, effective communication and support net-
works.  

Kind Regards 

Arita Smith 

On the last day of term 2 staff and students (past and present) enjoyed the ‘Egg Drop’ 

competition. Congratulations to those students who’s eggs survived the descent! 
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Chaplaincy—Seasons for Growth Program 

Easter Sports Day—Egg Drop 
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Welcome to the 5th edition of the school captains report and the first for term 2!  

Firstly we would like to thank everyone ANZAC day service in Willow Grove, and to 
the community for all of the beautiful wreaths. 

On the 6th of May is whole school photos, so make sure you have a haircut and wear a 
nice smile! 

2 days after, on the 8th of May the grade 5/6’s will be participating in the Lowanna 
Collage Awareness day where students learn about what high school is like. 

On the 10th of May the school will be having our annual Mother’s Day stall were stu-
dents will be able to buy a gift or two for their Grand/Mothers/aunts/Significant fe-
male others.  

On the 14th of May the NAPLAN testing will begin for grades 3 and 5. For the first 
time in Willow Grove history testing will be on laptops! (3’s are doing the writing as-
sessment on paper) We hope it doesn’t crash this time. 

Kids, parents and guardians start cooking because on the 18th of May we need your 
baked and preserved goods for our election day stall. The stall is running from 8am-
2pm, and we’d also like any people that have free time to come help out! 

Last week we spoke to Mr Wilson and we are officially participating in book week 
2019. All we know is that it will be sometime between 17th and the 23rd of August. 

Joke of the week 

Q: Can a kangaroo jump higher than the Eureka Skydeck?  
A: Of course. The Empire State Building can't jump. 

Q: Did you hear about the kidnapping at school?  
A: It's okay. He woke up. 

 

From the Your School Captains Quinn R-H and Claire Schultz 
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School Captains Report— 1st May 2019 

Ben M. 
ROSTER 

 WEDNESDAY 
8th May 

Kristy W. 

WEDNESDAY 
15th May 

Deb V. 
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Hi Oscar and Rory here! We are the community captains! 

What we need to work on is to look after the native plants and 
vegetable patches. Pick up sticks and put stick at the back of 

the oval.  

What we are proud of. We are proud of all rubbish we pick up 
and look after the community equipment.  

Now I hope you all show all the values but remember to look 
after the school community and thank you and keep rubbish 

off the ground. 

By Oscar Robinson & Rory Wilms                    

 

 

 

Hi everyone, we hope you are having a great 2nd week of school for term 2.  

Josh and I (Monty) are going to tell you about the Earn and learn stickers. If you 
spend $10 you will get some earn and learn stickers and you can drop them off at ei-
ther Woolworths box that says WILLOW GROVE or at the school office.  

-Montana Donoghue and Josh Garratt  
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Values Report— 1st May 2019 

Sports Report—1st May 2019 
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