
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 
 

 We are participating in this years Woolworths Earn & Learn Program. 
If shopping at Woolworths please collect the earn & learn stickers 
and drop them in the box outside the school office. 

 Grade 5/6 families, please ensure permission, medical, and dietary 
forms for the Grade 5/6 Coonawarra Camp are returned to school 
with payment by Monday, 3rd June. 

 

 

 Thursday, 6
th
 June is our next ‘WGPS Lunchies’ day. Order forms 

will be sent home today, and are due back at school Tuesday, 4th 
June. There will be no school lunch orders on Wednesday, 5th of 
June due to Lunchies on the Thursday. 

 Family Fee Statements were emailed home last Friday. Families 
with a zero balance will not have received a statement. If you have 
any queries regarding your statement please contact Cindy at the 
office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Fridays. If you are experiencing 
financial difficulty, or would like to enter into a payment arrangement, 
please contact the office for assistance. 

 Student Absence Letters were sent home to families yesterday. 
It is important that your child does not have any unexplained absenc-
es. These are absences where we do not have the reason for the 
absence in writing. Please fill out the form by explaining any absence 
and return it to school or alternatively login to Compass and add an 
approval note for any absence.  
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TERM 2 2019 

 6th June—WGPS Nacho 

Lunchies 

 10th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 17th—21st June—Gr 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

 18th June—Building & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 18th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 27th June—Student Led Confer-

ences—3:30pm to 6:30pm 

 28th June—Student Led Confer-

ences—9am to 1:00pm 

 28th June—Semester 1 Reports 

Available on Compass at 3pm 

 28th June—Term 2 Ends—Early 

Dismissal time of 2pm. 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 12th September—School Produc-

tion 

 13th September—Curriculum 

Day 

 4th November—Curriculum Day 

 18th-20th November—Gr 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 12th December—Presentation 

Night 

 18th & 19th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start) 
to 5th April 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Student Led Conferences and Golden Folders @ Willow Grove Primary School  

Over the last few years, the school has been on a journey to change the way we report stu-
dent progress to parents. The introduction of ‘Golden Folders’ and Student Led Confer-
ences was the first step in this journey. With our Student Led Conferences (SLC’s) ap-
proaching towards the end of term, it is an opportune time to review what this process 
looks like at Willow Grove Primary School.  

Student Led Conferences are a way for students to own and be responsible for articulating 
their progress, achievements, challenges, areas for improvement, and future learning 
goals. These conversations that students have with their parents and guardians are directly 
linked to what is occurring in classrooms. Student have the expectation to take responsibil-
ity for their learning and be aware of their progress and learning goals. In the classroom, 
this looks like:  

 Students knowing what they are learning. Each grade uses the term learning inten-
tions to discuss what is being learnt in each lesson.  

 Students beginning to reflect on how they will know if they have learnt it. Each grade 
is using the term success criteria to talk about how students can be successful.  

 Students knowing and being able to answer the two critical questions of: What do I 
already know and what do I need to know next to improve? Students are given feed-
back on their learning and are encouraged to talk about their progress and think 
about their goals.    

Student Led Conferences will allow you as parents the opportunity to engage with your 
child/ren about their progress, giving you a greater understanding of your child’s achieve-
ment, strengths and future learning goals. They will have these conversations as they talk 
you through their ‘Golden Folders.’  

Every child at Willow Grove Primary School will have a ‘Golden Folder.’ The Golden Folder 
is an opportunity for students to display their learning and achievements throughout the 
school year. It will contain work samples and evidence of learning and growth. When stu-
dents talk about the samples of work with their parents / guardians or teachers they should 
have a clear understanding of the students achievements and future goals as told to them 
by the student. Students will spend time practicing and preparing for these conferences so 
that they can confidently explain their learning journey.  

Shortly, you will invited to book your Term 2 Student Led Conference. This year, we are 
again using Compass to book SLC’s. We anticipate that this approach will streamline the 
process for both staff and parents, making it easier for all involved. Of course, times can 
also be booked by phoning the school office. Families will be notified through Compass 
and in the newsletter when this is available.  

This way of reporting student achievement is rewarding, valuable and designed as a per-
sonal way for you to experience and hear from your child firsthand their achievements, are-
as for improvements and future goals. If you would like to discuss other areas of concern or 
have other questions that you would like to discuss with your child’s teacher, please make 
arrangements to meet with them at another time. You can do this at any time throughout 
the year. We have made a deliberate decision to remove the traditional Parent Teacher In-
terviews from our Reporting Timeline as we don’t believe that you should wait for the 
school to invite you in at a set time each year if you are wanting to discuss how your child 
is progressing or to raise any concern, issue or question with us. Likewise, our staff will 
make contact with you if needed.  

We look forward to seeing you at our SLC’s for Term 2 and remember to login to Compass 
or check the newsletter for details when these bookings will be made available.  

Have a great week 

Anthony Wilson 

Principal’s Report 
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games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
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Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
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Can you help? 
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Our attendance challenge for May is nearly coming to an end. The purpose of our attend-
ance challenges are to promote school attendance, that is all students being on time, each 
and every day. Attendance at school is directly linked to improved academic outcomes 
and social connections. Students who attend school on time, each and every day, do bet-
ter academically! Our attendance this month has been fantastic and it is certainly going to 
be close as to which class is going to have the greatest attendance.  

This month, we are running a GRADE level challenge. The grade with the highest attend-
ance rate (measured by highest percentage) for the month of May will receive a Hot Chip 
lunch as their reward. So far, attendance for May (up until May 28

th
) for the whole school 

is 96% and for each class is located in the leader board below: 

 

 

 

 

 

Top attendance tips for parents 

 Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by con-
tacting your child’s school and asking for advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 
 There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them be-

hind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 
 Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 
 Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea  
 Don’t make routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family 

holidays during the term. This includes scheduling haircuts or shopping trips outside of school 
hours.  

 Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. 

Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing. 

Applications for the 2019 Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
will be closing soon. Eligible families may receive $125 per primary 
school aged child, paid to the school to assist with the costs of camps, 
excursions and sporting events. Families who hold a current Health 
Care Card may be eligible for the scheme.  
 

If you would like to check your eligibility, or need a copy of the applica-
tion form, please see Cindy at the office as soon as possible. Applica-
tions close in June. 
 

 
 Thanks to Mark & Lisa Wilms, Alan Simpson and Lee Donoghue along with Jack Blyth-
man and Michelle Byrne for supporting the senior students at Division Winter Sports on 
Tuesday. 
 Thank you to all parents who supported their child to ‘dress up’ or participate in other 
activities during Education Week. It was a great day and well supported by families. 
Thanks also to the classroom teachers who supported students in their design and crea-
tion of their job specific posters. 
 Thank-you to the parents and family members who transported their children to the 
Division Cross Country last week.  
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CSEF Reminder 

May Attendance Challenge 

Date Grade Prep 
(%) 

Grade 1/2 
(%) 

Grade 3/4 
(%) 

Grade 5/6 
(%) 

Tues 7
th
 May 89 99 97 96 

Tues 14
th
 May 89 97 97 95 

Tues 21
st
 May 91 97 97 96 

Tues 28
th
 May 94 98 98 97 
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Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
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this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
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dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Last week we celebrated careers and pathways and provided our students with the oppor-

tunity to think about their ‘dream job’. There were a number of activities and events that 

occurred during the week including the ‘dress as your dream job’, designing a poster 

around a child’s chosen job and the parent forum that occurred on Friday around the par-

ents chosen career. Students were provided with an opportunity to develop questions to 

ask at the forum, so that they could actively participate. Special thanks to Lyn Raven, 

Leah Mether and Jack Blythman for providing an insight into their varied and chosen ca-

reers. Please see photos below showing the ’dream job dress ups’ on the day. 
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Education Week—Celebrating Careers 
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Congratulations to Josh, Sam, Taylor and Hamish who qualified to represent Willow Grove 
Primary School at Division Cross Country last Wednesday in Churchill. While none of our 
students progressed to the next level, they put in a great effort, well done! 

 
 

Yesterday, twenty of our students from grades 3, 4, 5 & 6 participated in the Latrobe Val-
ley Division Winter Sports Carnival. Students competed in five mini football matches held 
in Traralgon. While we didn’t win any of the matches, we congratulate our students for 
competing and showing their resilience on the field. 
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Division Cross Country 

Division Winter Sports 
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We are looking at expanding our After School Care program to make it bigger and better. 
Bigger and better for our students but also for our families. 

Here at Willow Grove Primary School we provide an After School Care program that is 
now being run by people who are training to be teachers; Daniel Board, Charlotte Farrell 
and Lachlan Francis. It is an exciting time to be a part of the program as we look at sup-
porting the social, emotional and academic needs of the children while supporting the 
needs of parents for this service. The program operates from Monday to Friday after 
school between 3:15pm and 5:30pm, but children can be picked up earlier if that is con-
venient to parents. We have the capacity to take up to 13 children on any given night, with 
parents able to select between 1 and 5 nights a week, depending on what suits the needs 
of your family. The cost is $12 per child per night and spaces are currently available to be 
a part of this program. 

If you would like more information about this, please contact the office on 03 5635 2271. 

We have recently updated our schools Anaphylaxis Policy to bring it up-to-date with 
changes to department policy. Below is an extract from our Policy that specifies parental 
responsibilities: 

Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plans  

All students at Willow Grove Primary School who are diagnosed by a medical practitioner as being 
at risk of suffering from an anaphylactic reaction must have an Individual Anaphylaxis Manage-
ment Plan. When notified of an anaphylaxis diagnosis, the principal of Willow Grove Primary 
School is responsible for developing a plan in consultation with the student’s parents/carers.  

Where necessary, an Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan will be in place as soon as practi-
cable after a student enrols at Willow Grove Primary School and where possible, before the stu-
dent’s first day.  
Parents and carers must: 

 obtain an ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis from the student’s medical practitioner and 
provide a copy to the school as soon as practicable 

 immediately inform the school in writing if there is a relevant change in the student’s medical 
condition and obtain an updated ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis 

 provide an up-to-date photo of the student for the ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis when 
that Plan is provided to the school and each time it is reviewed 

 provide the school with a current adrenaline autoinjector for the student that has not expired; 

 participate in annual reviews of the student’s Plan. 

 

At times we may request families avoid sending their children to school with certain foods 
when a child enrolled at our school has an Anaphylaxis diagnosis.  

The full version of our Anaphylaxis Policy is available on our website at 
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au we encourage you to read and familiarise yourself with this 
policy. 

If you have any queries regarding this policy, please contact the office. 
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Anaphylaxis Policy 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 

P A G E  8   
 

 

Welcome to the 7th edition of the school captains report. This one’s quite short so let’s get 
into it! 

Firstly, we’d like to thank all students who came to school dressed up representing their 
dream job and supporting education week.  

On the 10th of June it is the Queen’s Birthday. So PLEASE don’t come to school!! As there 
will be no teachers here to teach you.  

On Monday the 17th of June, the grade 5/6 camp at Coonawarra will commence. Students will 
arrive back at school on Friday the 21st of June at approximately 3:00pm. The permission 
form and money is due back on June the 3rd so make sure you return it to the office. 

On the 27th to the 28th of June the SLC’s (Student Led Conferences) will be running. This is 
where students show their golden folders to their parents. Golden folders contain samples of 
the students work from all different subjects. Please book your child’s conference on 
W.G.P.S Compass. If you can’t access this then please talk to Cindy in the office.  

Jokes of the week: 

A teacher asked her students to use the word "beans" in a sentence. "My father grows 
beans," said one girl. "My mother cooks beans," said a boy. A third student spoke up, "We are 
all human beans." 

Q: What do computers eat for a snack?  
A: Microchips! 

By Claire Schultz and Quinn R-H. 

 

 

Hi everyone, we are going to talk to you about our school football competition 

Every Tuesday and Wednesday for 3 weeks we will be running a footy competition at school 
at lunch time. The P-2’s will be on Tuesday and the 3-6’s will be on a Wednesday.  

By Montana Donoghue and Josh Garratt. 

 

 

Hey guys, it’s your resilience captain back again. This week I’m going to tell you about resilience in the classroom. I’m 
going to go around the classrooms and ask the teachers if they think resilience is high enough. 

This was Mrs Seccombe’s response. 

5/6 is building its resilience in an ongoing process of trial and error. The Resilience hasn’t been it’s highest, but aca-
demically the resilience has been reasonably good. 

This was Mr Woodroffe’s response. 

In 3/4 we’ve been working hard to learn about the time, lots of resilience is being used there. And last week the poster 
making was a hard and gruelling process which tested our resilience. However we overcame our challenges and fin-
ished our posters. 

This was Mrs Tricket’s response. 

I think the resilience has really skyrocketed this year. With the preps moving into year one, going from prep to grade 
one is really challenging, and the grade ones have nailed it. 

This was Mrs Abott’s response. 

In Japanese, the preps have had their resilience tested when the Apple song players didn’t play their songs properly. In 
PE people are overcoming challenges with the freezing cold. And in Art we’ve had difficulties in clay breaking off 
structures that the 5/6s have constructed. 

So there you have it, four perspectives from four teachers, to some that all up, I would say that so far this term, the re-
silience has been great. 

Kafil Slade – Resilience Captain  
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Stu-
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January 3 2009 

We finished building the fort yesterday, and we built all the way through the night. While I 

was doing sentry duty, I noticed a village just 800 blocks away from us. I mentioned it to 

Steve and the rest of them this morning during breakfast, and Cramer said we should defi-
nitely go there. It was on the other side of a massive lake, so going around it was complete-

ly out of the question. So we swam there. On the way, H.H said he saw a guy that had white 

eyes and a blue T-Shirt. 

When we got to the village a friendly villager greeted us; he looked strangely familiar to the 

description of the guy that H.H saw only he didn’t have glowing eyes, he had purple and 

blue ones. He said that his name was Steve and that he was a player. I asked him why I did-
n’t see his Gamer Tag come up in the chat when he spawned. He explained that he was ac-

tually the first player to live in this world. That he’d watched all of our Gamer Tags appear 

in the chat, and he’d desperately tried to attract our attention. The village was one of the 

many things he’d built to get our attention.  

“If you built this village, then why are these villagers here?” I asked. 

“I guess you didn’t know, villages and villagers randomly spawn and the villagers find the 

villages. The villagers that are here probably thought that my village was a spawned one as 
well.” 

After Steve had told us some of the other things he’d done to get our attention, we all split 

up and looted the village’s supplies. I went to the farmer with H.H to grab some wheat to 

make bread, Cramer went to the blacksmith to grab armour and weapons, and Steve went to 

pack his stuff. 

When we got back from the village, we had a nasty surprise, our fortress was a pile of rub-

ble. While everyone was shocked and frozen, I quickly sprinted to the stuff in the chest be-
fore it despawned. We spent the next four days rebuilding the fort. 

 

By Kafil Slade 
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pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
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strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
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Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
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long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
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On Tuesday the 28th of May 3-6 students went to Traralgon to play win-
ter sports school football against 5 other schools. The first game we 
played was against Yinnar. The 2nd team was Morwell Park. The 3rd team 
we played was Traralgon South. The 4th team we played was St Gabriel’s. 
The 5th and final team we played was Newborough East. Unfortunately 
all of these teams had success and left us doubting ourselves. But in the 
end we found out it doesn’t matter who wins it matters if you have fun. 

Out of roughly 20 people on our team only 2 people (Alex V and Heidi D) 
hadn’t played football competitively before and were brave enough to try 
it out. And surprisingly it being there first times they played really well 
and kept their heads up in defeat. 

We’d also like to give a big thankyou to Mark Wilms for coaching us Lisa 
Wilms, Lee Donoghue, Michelle Byrne, and Mr.Blythman for support also 
Allan Simpson for goal umpiring.   

By Lincoln Mulley 

 

 

 

Junior students have been reading picture books by Matt Cosgrove and 

enjoyed the challenge of performing his books and making alpacas and 

maracas.  We joined 1,085,587 participants who celebrated National Sim-

ultaneous Storytime across 11,554 locations in Australia & New Zealand. 

 

 

 

Senior Student have continued to study Author/

Illustrator Leigh Hobbs and his Mr Chicken 
books. Our own Mr Chicken books are nearly 

ready for publication, here is a sneak peek. 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
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dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
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ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of ed-
ucational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 4 and 8 of 
each term. This means that on one day in the week beginning 10

th
 June, your child’s regu-

lar classroom teacher will be replaced by another teacher.  
 
 Grade 5/6 - Mr Blythman and Mrs Seccombe will have their day together on Tuesday 

11
th
 June and will be replaced by Mr Duck. 

 Grade 3/4 - Mr. Woodroffe will have his day on Wednesday 12
th
 June and will be re-

placed by Ms Cheek. 
 Grade P/1/2 - Mrs Trickett and Mrs McCartney will have their day on Thursday 13

th
 

June, Mr Blythman will be supporting them and will be replaced by Mr Wilson, Ms 
Cheek and Mrs. Seccombe  

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the class-
room. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their profes-
sional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning experience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst your child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. 
Please note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who 
are sick, on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance 
their capacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Anthony Wilson 
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