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 Bring your silver coins! – Our senior students are running a classroom 
‘Silver Coin Challenge’ during the month of August. Further details are in-
cluded later in this newsletter. 

 Pie drive order forms and payment are due back at school this Friday, 
9th August. 

 Our August attendance challenge started last Thursday and continues for 
the month of August, we are aiming for 100% attendance! 

 There will be no lunch orders next Wednesday, 14th August due to WGPS 
Donut Lunchies (at recess) on Thursday, 15th August. 

 Parent Opinion Survey – please check your emails and or SMS for instruc-
tions on completing our 2019 Parent Opinion Survey. So far, we have had 
17 parent survey responses. It is our goal for all parents to have their say! 
The survey is open until the 11th of August. We are asking each family to 
only complete the survey once, and please do not share the survey link. 

 2020 Enrolments – we are encouraging all families who are intending to 
enrol their children at WGPS in 2020 to return their enrolment pack to the 
school office by the 30th of August. Enrolment Packs can be picked up from 
the school office or the Willow Grove Kindergarten. If you would like a 
school tour, please contact the office on 03 5635 2271. 

 

 

 Families of grade 3/4 students should have received a letter regarding the 
cost and payment plan for the Grade 3/4 camp. Permission notes and full 
payment due dates will be published in October. 

 All families will receive a letter regarding School Uniform this week. Please 
ensure your child wears correct uniform each day. 

 WGPS Donut Lunchies notes are being sent home today. Notes and 
payment are due back at school on Tuesday, 13th August. 
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TERM 3 2019 

 9th August—WGPS Pie Drive 

Fundraiser Forms Due 

 19th-23rd August—Book Week 

 19th-23rd August—Book Fair 

 19th August—Guest Author 

Adrian Beck Visit 

 20th August—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 20th August—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 22nd August—Pie Drive Collec-

tion Day—3pm-4pm 

 23rd August—Book Character 

Dress Up Day 

 30th August—Father’s Day Stall 

 30th August—Prep 2020 Enrol-

ment Forms Due 

 3rd Sept.—Division Athletics 

 5th Sept.—Excursion to Lowanna 

School Production. 

 12th Sept.—School Production 

 13th Sept.—Curriculum Day 

DATES BEYOND TERM 3 

 4th November—Curriculum Day 

 18th-20th November—Gr 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 12th December—Presentation 

Night 

 18th & 19th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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TERM DATES 2019/2020 

Term 3 15th July to 20th Sept 

Term 4 7th Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
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Term 2  14th April to 26th June 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Our Vision:  

At Willow Grove Primary School, we are a community of happy, healthy and resilient 
learners. We embrace challenges in all that we do and have high expectations of 
ourselves and others. 

Each year, during Term 2, the Department of Education and Training conducts a Student 
Attitudes to School Survey for all Grade 4-6 students. As a school, we replicate this pro-
cess every other term to ensure we are regularly having conversations with our students 
about issues that matter most to them. Through the surveys and resulting conversations, 
we gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school and can moni-
tor closely how we are tracking towards our vision of creating a community of “happy, 
healthy and resilient learners”. We are also working extremely hard to ensure that all 
members of our school, students and staff, “embrace challenges in all that we do and 
have high expectations of ourselves and others”. Later this week, we will be talking 
with and listening to our students around their responses so that we are able to improve on 
these excellent results. We will celebrate their successes and the positive school climate 
we have at Willow Grove and listen to their suggestions on how we can make things even 
better. 

The purpose of these regular surveys and conversations is to empower our students to 
take ownership of their school community and learning within the classroom; that is Stu-
dent Voice. Student Voice is students actively participating in their school and community, 
contributing to the decision making processes within and outside the classroom and putting 
forward their views, concerns and ideas. A high level of student voice will increase motiva-
tion, allow our students to feel connected to and have ownership of their learning and their 
school environment.  

Below is a summary of the data, as told to us by our students against each of the areas 
surveyed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hope that you have a great week, 

Regards  

Anthony Wilson 

Principal’s Report 
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Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
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Over the coming weeks we will have a focus in our newsletter of communicating to fami-
lies about School-Wide Positive Behaviour Support (or SWPBS). Many families will recog-
nise and have heard about SWPBS through the ‘Golden Ticket’ their child has received 
through certain behaviours at school, but there is more to it than that. SWPBS is is a 
framework that brings together the school community to develop positive, safe, supportive 
learning cultures. SWPBS assists Willow Grove to improve social, emotional, behavioural 
and academic outcomes for our children. Having been implemented for 2 years, our 
teachers and students have more time to focus on relationships and classroom instruction 
and since its inception we have seen: 

 increased respectful and positive behaviour 

 increased time focused on instruction 

 improved social-emotional wellbeing 

 positive and respectful relationships among our students and staff 

SWPBS is used throughout the whole school and supports staff to identify and successful-

ly implement evidence-based whole-school practices to enhance learning outcomes for 

our children. 

 

 

The Lions Club of Willow Grove are again holding their Junior Public Speaking Com-

petition. The competition is a program, run by the Lions Club, for Grades 3/4/5/6 stu-

dents to help build on the skills of enthusiasm, self-confidence and develop their abil-

ity to speak in public. 

When: Monday, 26th August—7pm for a 7:30pm start. 

Where: Willow Grove Football Club Social Rooms. 

All parents and students are welcome to attend. 

A light supper will be available after the speeches, giving you the opportunity to mingle 

with the members of your local Lions Club. Find out what else we do to help the          

community. 

 

 Thank you to the Tanjil Valley Landcare Group for organis-
ing a great Tree Planting Event last Friday. Together with the 
community, our 5/6 students, Mr Blythman and Mrs Byrne helped 
to plant 900 trees for the local Blue Rock Walking Track and were 
then treated to a BBQ Lunch. It was a great effort by the staff and 
students and there was a real sense of community during the 
event. Photos of the day are included later in this newsletter. 

 Thank you to Robyn Garratt for donating beautiful scented 
candles for our staff to enjoy at home. 

 Thank you to Lee Donoghue for fixing our leaking boys toilets. 

 Thank you to Glen Byrne for installing a new soft closer on our Grade 3/4 green entry 
door. 
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School-Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

Lions Club Junior Public Speaking Competition 
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Costume information notes will be sent home for all classes this week. 
 
With prop making and preparation in full swing we are still on the lookout 
for of any of the following items.  
 
 Plastic Miners/builder hats  (child size) 

 Toy hedge trimmer  

 Brown potato sacks  

 Old cane washing basket 

 Smoke machine 

 White lab coats 

 
        Please see Mrs. Abbott if you can help us out.  
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WGPS School Production—Rock Bottom 
Thursday, 12th September 

Charlye-Rae B. 
ROSTER 

 WEDNESDAY 
14th August 

No Lunch 
Orders 

WEDNESDAY 
21st August 

Kate M. 
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Welcome readers to the 11th edition of the school captains report! 

On Friday the 2nd of August the grade 5/6’s went tree planting down at 
Blue Rock Dam. We were greeted kindly by the community and Tanjil Val-
ley land care group. We worked from 11:30 till 1:30pm planting 900 
trees!!! Then we were rewarded with a BBQ lunch. If you go to the dam’s 
walking track, there is a section with mulch/bark and there are little 
saplings and grasses.  

From the 17th to the 23rd of August, Australia is celebrating book week! 
At school we have the author Adrian Beck coming to visit us on Monday 
the 19th and on Friday the 23rd we will be having a dress up day. Kids are 
asked to come dressed as their favourite (school appropriate) book char-
acter.  

During book week we will be having a book fair and a book swap. Dates 
and times have been advertised earlier in this newsletter. 

On the 30th of August it will be the Father’s day stall. Notes will go home 
next week. Make sure you treat your Dad’s extra nicely well on Father’s 
day! 
 

Jokes of the week 
 

Teacher: "If I gave you 2 cats and another 2 cats and another 2, how many 
would you have?" 
Johnny: "Seven." 
Teacher: "No, listen carefully... If I gave you two cats, and another two cats 
and another two, how many would you have?" 
Johnny: "Seven." 
Teacher: "Let me put it to you differently. If I gave you two apples, and an-
other two apples and another two, how many would you have?" 
Johnny: "Six." 
Teacher: "Good. Now if I gave you two cats, and another two cats and another 
two, how many would you have?" 
Johnny: "Seven!" 
Teacher: "Johnny, where in the heck do you get seven from?!" 
Johnny: "Because I've already got a CAT!!!! 
 

Teacher: "Jill, where is the America on the map?"  
Jill: "Right there, ma'am."  
Teacher: "Correct. Now, Jack, tell me who found America."  
Jack: "Jill." 

 

By Claire Schultz and Quinn Raven-Handley. 
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