
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 This Monday, 4th November is our last Curriculum Day for 2019. Students 

do not attend school on this day. 

 This Tuesday, 5th November is Melbourne Cup Public Holiday. The school 

will be closed on this day. 

 There will be no lunch orders next Wednesday, 6th November. 

 Our final attendance challenge begins this Friday, 1st November. Further 

details on this challenge will be communicated next week. 

 Next Friday, 8th November is our second Prep Transition and Parent Infor-

mation Session. Further details are included later in this newsletter. 

 Remembrance Day Poppies are available for purchase at the school 

office. 

 

 

 Last week information and permission notes for Grade 3/4 Camp Rumbug 

taking place 18th—20th November were sent home with Grade 3/4 stu-

dents. Please ensure all forms (permission, medical, asthma & dietary) and 

payment are returned to school no later that Wednesday, 6th November. 

 Last week Grade 5 students and selected Grade 4 students received a per-

mission note for the Latrobe Valley Division Bowls Tournament taking place 

on Friday, 15th November. Permission notes and payment are due back at 

school by Friday, 8th November. 

 Last Friday a School Road Safety Questionnaire was emailed home to all 

families. The Survey is being conducted by HDS Australia on behalf of Baw 

Baw Shire. Those wishing to participate in the survey will need to return the 

questionnaire to school by Friday, 1st November. 
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TERM 4 2019 

 4th November—Curriculum Day 

 5th November—Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

 8th November—Prep 2020 Tran-

sition Session—9:30am-12:00pm 

 8th November— Prep Parent 

Info. Session—9:30am-10:15am 

 15th November—Lawn Bowls—

Gr 5 & Selected Gr 4 Students 

 18th-20th November—Gr 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 19th November—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 19th November—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 21st November—WGPS 

Lunchies 

 22nd November—Prep 2020 
Transition Session—9:30am-

12:00pm 

 22nd November—Wildlife Dis-

play 

 29th November—Volunteers’ 

Morning Tea 

 4th-5th December—Life Educa-

tion Van 

 6th December—Grade 2 Sleepo-

ver 

 12th December—Presentation 

Night 

 18th & 19th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

28 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

29 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

30 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
 

31 
Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
 

01 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 
 
 

04 
Curriculum Day—
No Students At-
tend School 
 

 

05 
Melbourne Cup 
Public Holiday 
 
 
 

06 
Brekky Club 
 
No Lunch Orders 
 
 

07 

Brekky Club 
 
 

08 
Prep Transition 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 
 

Oct/Nov 2019 
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Notices Sent Home TERM DATES 2019/2020 

Term 4  7th Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 27th March 

Term 2  14th April to 26th June 

Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept 
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Volunteers 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the many volunteers who 
work within our school each week. Our school vision says, 

At Willow Grove Primary School, we are a community of happy, healthy and resilient 
learners. We embrace challenges in all that we do and have high expectations of 

ourselves and one another. 

When our students see volunteers in our school, they are seeing firsthand how members of 
our community value education and support our students and the school. Involvement from 
volunteers results in better understanding, more trust building and a commitment to even 
more support. Our volunteers are an important and valuable asset in enhancing our 
school’s effort to support learning and teaching. We have volunteers each week who do 
lunch orders, listen to students read, are part of the fundraising committee, involved in our 
school production, help at breakfast club, help maintain the buildings and grounds or have 
been on camp this year. For the time and dedication from these and other volunteers, we 
are extremely grateful and encourage people to become more involved in our school com-
munity as a volunteer. To celebrate the work our volunteers do here at Willow Grove Pri-
mary School, we are having a morning tea on Friday, November 29

th
, commencing at 

11am. It will be great to acknowledge together, as a school, the work our volunteers do on 
this day. 

If you would like more information about how you could volunteer here at school, please 
come and see us.  

GPA All-Star 

In order to continue promoting the positive behaviours of our students within our school, we 
are introducing GPA All-Stars when each GPA report is completed (October is the next 
one). This means, if your child has shown excellence in all reported areas and achieves a 
score of 100, they will receive acknowledgement as being a GPA All-Star for that particular 
month. This would also help promote our GPAs and show the school community the im-
portance of displaying our school values consistently, as well as attendance at school, 
homework completion, effort, organisation and behaviour. We encourage parents to talk 
with their child when their GPA is issued in November and celebrate their success if they 
become a GPA All-Star. 

Helen Trickett – Literacy Learning Specialist 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Helen on her recent appointment as Lit-
eracy Learning Specialist here at Willow Grove. Helen will continue to work as a classroom 
teacher next year, but also has the extra responsibility of leading literacy improvement 
across the whole school. Helen has a lot of experience with leading teams in previous 
schools and it is exciting to make this appointment and commitment to our students to con-
tinue to see literacy improvement across the school. 

Jack Blythman 

Last Wednesday, Mr Blythman had ankle surgery and I am pleased to inform the school 
community that his recovery is going well. He is resting up and on the road to recovery. We 
look forward to seeing Mr Blythman return to school on Monday, 9

th
 December.  

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week 
 
Anthony Wilson 

 

 Thank you to Lee Donoghue for fixing the drinking taps plumbing. 

Principal’s Report 
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dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
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strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
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Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
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Have confidence in their own ability 
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We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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On Monday, our Prep students and Mrs McCartney undertook some planting of vegeta-
bles in our vegetable garden. School gardens are a great way to use the schoolyard as a 
classroom, reconnect our students with the natural world and the true source of their food. 
They also teach valuable gardening and agriculture concepts and skills that integrate 
maths, science and health and physical education. Pictured below, are our Grade Prep 
students in action on Monday. 

 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, 4
th
 November, we have our final pupil-free day for the year. This day was 

chosen as, traditionally, many families have used this weekend to go away and spend 
time together. In order to support family time, Monday was chosen so that students would 
not miss any learning here at school and staff could undertake professional development. 
I have included the agenda for this day so that families are able to see the work staff will 
be undertaking on Monday. If you have any further questions, please come and see me 
here at school. 
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Vegetable Garden 

Pupil Free Day 

Time Staff Activity 

09:00 – 09:30 Words Their Way (Spelling). How is the teach-
ing of spelling going? What is your evidence 
that it is going well? What are you looking at 
changing? 

09:30 – 11:00 Grammar and Punctuation. Looking at the 
teaching of grammar and punctuation across 
the school. What is the data telling us? What 
is going to be our focus? How are we going to 
do this? 

11:00 – 11:30 Morning Tea 

11:30 – 12:10 Anaphylaxis and Asthma Training 

12:10 - 12:30 WGPS Child Safe Policy 

12:30 – 1:30 PLC – Language Conventions (Grammar and 
Punctuation, Spelling) Scope and Sequence 

1:30 – 2:00 Lunch 

2:00 – 3:15 Personal Planning Time, including assess-
ment and preparation 
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As part of our School Wide Positive Behaviour System, we have set up a team that moni-
tors student behaviour. The team, currently consisting of Mr Woodroffe & Mr Wilson, meet 
on a monthly basis to analyse data. Compass data for the previous month is analysed, in-
cluding positive and negative behaviours, and presented to staff at the fortnightly SWPBS 
meeting. This ensures that consistency exists across the school and provides staff an op-
portunity to see if recorded behaviours are representative of their observations in their 
classes. Staff enter behavioural data into Compass and, as a whole staff, are currently de-
veloping behavioural codes to ensure a consistent recording across the school. This data 
can also be used as part of the transition process from one year to another to inform the 
next year’s teacher.  

 
 
 

A wonderfully sunny day for 18 grade 5/6’s as they attended T20 cricket @Newborough. 
Our school entered two mixed teams who played 3 games each. We played teams St 
Mary’s and Albert Street in Moe. All games were played in the right spirit, with Willow 
Grove leading the way for fairness and sportsmanship. Congratulations to all students in-
volved for displaying our values the entire time during this great day. 
 

Welcome back to Term 4 
 
Junior students will be focusing on fantasy books for the first part of the term.  
We have begun by reading Tashi, which all children are enjoying and I’m 
sure some will be bringing home Tashi books to read soon. 

 
Senior students are looking at the magazine Kids National Geographic, the 
Marc Van subscribes to this magazine, students will be studying these more, 
learning about the amazing animals that are in the magazines.  Hopefully 
you will see these magazines brought home with your child in the next few 
weeks, they certainly are a popular read. 
 
Please remember to support your child to return their books weekly on 
Monday for their MARC Van session.   
Kim James 

 

 
 

Each year our school council is responsible for developing and approving parent payment 
charges as part of our Parent Payment Policy. One of the charge categories is called Es-
sential Student Learning Items. Essential Student Learning Items refers to items, activities 
or services that are essential to support student learning of the standard curriculum. It is 
essential that all students have these items.  

In 2019, for the first time, we introduced student booklists which encompassed these Es-
sential Student Learning Items. Following the positive feedback we received with this new 
process, we will again be using booklists in 2020. This year we will be using an on-line or-
dering system. Instructions on how to order will be sent home in late November 2019 once 
the booklists have become available on-line. For those families with poor internet access, 
a computer will be made available at school for parents to place booklist orders.  

We are currently in the process of finalising the 2020 booklists. If you have any queries 
regarding the booklists, or the ordering process, please see Cindy in the office. 
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School Wide Positive Behaviour System (SWPBS ) 

Grade 5/6 Cricket Report—21/10/19 

MARC Van News 

2020 Booklists and Parent Payment Policy 
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We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
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We had this sleepover because we needed to get 800 Golden Tickets for 
good behaviour. It took us three terms to get the prize 

We all set up all the beds and then we went outside to play games were: 
hide and seek, balloon race, Chinese walls, Octopus, bombs away. Then 
we went back inside to eat pizza. After we went to watch Night At The 
Museum and we also had popcorn. The movie ended at 11:30. 

We all got up at 7:00 we also had a little bit of free time. We went to 

breakfast at the Staff room there were: Fruit cups, Cereal, Baked Beans 

Toasties, Cheese Toasties and Toast. Then we packed up and went home. 

The pizzas were: Hawaiian, Aussie, Meatlovers and BBQ chicken. 
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3-4 Sleepover by Cooper & Kasey 
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Our Prep Transition Program continues next Friday, 8th November.  We are also running 
another parent information sessions alongside our next Prep Transition Session, times 
and topics are listed below.  

 
The following program outlines the remaining Prep 2020 Transition Program, including 
what your child will need to bring:  

 
Friday Nov 8

th
 (9.30-12.00pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the morning. 
They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat and a bag.  
 
Friday Nov 22

nd
 (9.30-12.00pm)  

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the morning. 
They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat and a bag.  
 
Friday Dec 6

th
 (9.30 – 1.30pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day. They 
will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, drink, hat and a bag. 
  
Tuesday Dec 10

th
 
-
– (9.30-2.15pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day with 
their grade for 2019. They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, 
drink, hat and a bag. 
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Nina G. 
Lucas M. 
Riley G. 

ROSTER 
 WEDNESDAY 

6th November 
No Lunch 
Orders 

WEDNESDAY 
13th November 

Katie G. 

  

Willow Grove Primary School—Transition Program Information 

DATE PARENT INFO SESSION – 9.30-10.15am @ Willow Grove  
Primary School 

  

Fri 8th November Meet Your Child’s Prep Teacher 
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Welcome readers to the 13th edition of the of the school captains’ re-
port. We apologize for missing a report in Week two but we kind of for-
got. 

On the 4th of November it will be Curriculum Day. So students 
will not have to come to school. Yay!  (Or ‘Wahh… Depending on 
who you are) ‘Till the very next day bum bum bum bum ba-da-
bum… Moving on to the 5th of November when it is the Melbourne Cup. So 
that means 2 days off school plus a weekend! That’s almost a whole 
school week! 

From the 18th - 20th of November the grade 3/4’s will be at Rumbug 
School Camp. So kids, if you’re in the group with Mr Woodroffe, make 
sure to take pictures at the giant swing! 

Jokes of the Week 

 

“‘Son, I don’t think you’re cut out to be a mime.’ ‘Was it something I 
said?’ asks the son. ‘Yes.'” 

 

“A sandwich walks into a bar. The barman says, ‘Sorry we don’t serve 
food in here.'” 

From your School Captains Quinn Raven-Handley and Claire Schultz  

 
 

 

 

As you probably know I’m Xavier Mether the 2019 Respect Captain. 

One thing I would like to address is soccer, and one particular issue in soc-
cer which is that there are students complaining about the teams being un-
fair and arguing.  Changing the teams to make them fairer or even some-
thing as simple as evening out the teams would make our soccer games 
more fun and enjoyable.  

I would also like to say that it has been a great start to term and a very 
busy one at that.           

But that’s all and thanks for reading, 

 Xav.    
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School Captain Report—30th October 2019 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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Comic’s Corner 
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