
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 This Friday, 15th November grade 5 and selected grade 4 students will par-

ticipate in the Latrobe Valley Division Bowls Tournament in Traralgon. 

 Grade 3/4 Camp Rumbug is happening this Monday, 18th November to 

Wednesday, 20th November. Please refer the Parent Information document 

that was sent home when helping your child pack for this camp. 

 Building & Grounds and School Council Meetings will be held next 

Tuesday, 19th November at 7pm and 7:30pm respectively. 

 Next Friday, 22nd November is our third Prep Transition Session.  

 Next Friday, 22nd November students will have the opportunity to visit a 

Wildlife Display at the Willow Grove Community Hall operated by Land-

care. Students will walk to and from the hall with their teacher for a one hour 

session. No separate permission note or payment is required for this local 

excursion. 

 

 

 Yesterday students in Grade 5 received an order form for 2020 Grade 6 Po-

lo Shirts. Please return your order with payment by Thursday, 28th No-

vember. 

 Students in Grades 3-6 will have received a permission form to see pub-

lic speaker and author, Tim Cope, at Thorpdale PS on Monday, 25th 

November. Permission forms and payment are due back at school by 

Wednesday, 20th November. 
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TERM 4 2019 

 15th November—Lawn Bowls—

Gr 5 & Selected Gr 4 Students 

 18th-20th November—Gr 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 19th November—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 19th November—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 22nd November—Prep 2020 
Transition Session—9:30am-

12:00pm 

 22nd Nov.—Wildlife Display 

 25th November—Dental Van 

Visit Week 

 25th November—Gr 3-6Tim 

Cope Excursion 

 26th November—Trafalgar High 
School Half Day Transition—

12:30-3:30pm 

 26th November—WGPS 

Lunchies 

 29th November—Volunteers’ 

Morning Tea 

 4th-5th December—Life Educa-

tion Van 

 6th December—Grade 2 Sleepo-

ver 

 10th December—Statewide 

Transition Day 

 12th December—Presentation 

Night 

 18th & 19th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 
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11 
MARC Van 
 
Remembrance 
Day 
 

12 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

13 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
 

14 
Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
 

15 
Lawn Bowls-
Selected Students 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 

18 
MARC Van 

 
 
Gr 3/4 Camp 
Rumbug 

19 
Brekky Club 
B&G Mtg—7pm 
SC Mtg—7:30pm 
 
 

20 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
 

21 

Brekky Club 
 
 
 

22 
Prep Transition 
Wildlife Display 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 
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Notices Sent Home 

TERM DATES 2019/2020 

Term 4  7th Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 27th March 

Term 2  14th April to 26th June 

Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  2  
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General Performance Achievement (GPA) All-Star 

As mentioned two weeks ago, October GPAs will see the introduction of a ‘GPA All-Star’ 
for students that have shown excellence across all measured parameters. GPAs show over 
the previous month how students have tracked against displaying our school values con-
sistently as well as attendance at school, homework completion, effort, organisation and 
behaviour. We have set high standards in order for student’s to become a ‘GPA All-Star’ at 
100%.  

Congratulations to the following students on becoming October GPA All-Stars. They 
will be acknowledged for their efforts at assembly on Friday 15

th
 November. 

Loui Baker, Ebony Fiddelaers, Lily Blackshaw, Jack Cumming, Teagan Dikkenberg, 
Emerson Fiddelaers, Alexander Gillies, Brodie Hill, Ben M., Rumour Van Der Stoep 
and Blake Boothman 

We encourage parents to talk with their child about their October GPA that was issued on 
Friday 8

th
 November and celebrate their success if they have become an inaugural GPA All

-Star at Willow Grove Primary School. 

School Buildings 

Last week saw a fresh coat of paint applied to the floor and walls inside and around our 
student’s toilets. This has made this area more attractive for our students and continues to 
show that we are focussed on providing the best environment we can within and outside 
the classroom for our students and the school community.  

Also during the week we have been continuing in our preparation for the bush-fire season 
with the installation of a new water pump at the back of the shed. If needed, this pump will 
draw water from the water tank and wet the area near the basketball court and the Prep-2 
building in the case of a fire. 

Respectful Relationships 

Last week, our Respectful Relationships Implementation Team undertook their Induction 
Training at the Department of Education’s Moe Regional Office. The team, consisting of 
Justin Woodroffe (classroom teacher), Michelle Byrne (Educational Support), Kate Fid-
delaers (parent) and Anthony Wilson (Principal) found the day to be insightful and confront-
ing. It provided many opportunities for reflection around family violence and the opportuni-
ty, and challenges, that school’s face. Over the coming months, more information will be 
provided as the team develops an Implementation Plan during the remainder of 2019.  

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Anthony Wilson 

 

 

 

 Thank you to Mark Wilms for moving the donated bark near the 
vegetable garden. 

 Thank you to Kate Fiddelaers for volunteering to become a mem-
ber of the school’s Respectful Relationships Implementation Team. 

Principal’s Report 
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Turning up to school on-time each and every day is vital to ensure your child has the 
best opportunity to excel academically. If an absence is unavoidable, such as attend-
ance at a funeral, parents can login to Compass and explain the absence. You can 
also use Compass to keep track of your child’s attendance at school. If you are con-
cerned about your child’s attendance or are having difficulties motivating your child 
in the mornings, please speak to our school chaplain, Arita Smith or your child’s 
classroom teacher. Children who attend school every day, do better academically 
than children who miss days of school.  

 
The November Attendance Challenge is certainly going well and we congratulate all clas-
ses. 65 students still have 100% attendance for November and we encourage them to 
continue with their resilience and sense of teamwork as we enter into Week 2 of the chal-
lenge. 

 

 
 

Each year our school council is responsible for developing and approving parent payment 
charges as part of our Parent Payment Policy. One of the charge categories is called Es-
sential Student Learning Items. Essential Student Learning Items refers to items, activities 
or services that are essential to support student learning of the standard curriculum. It is 
essential that all students have these items.  

In 2019, for the first time, we introduced student booklists which encompassed these Es-
sential Student Learning Items. Following the positive feedback we received with this new 
process, we will again be using booklists in 2020. This year we will be using an on-line or-
dering system. Instructions on how to order will be sent home in late November 2019 once 
the booklists have become available on-line. For those families with poor internet access, 
a computer will be made available at school for parents to place booklist orders.  

We are currently in the process of finalising the 2020 booklists. If you have any queries 
regarding the booklists, or the ordering process, please see Cindy in the office. 

 

 

Each year school council reviews and updates a number of school policies. School staff 
also review and update school policies that do not require school council approval. Some 
of the policies that have been updated this year include: 

 Anaphylaxis 
 Asthma 
 Health Care Needs 
 Attendance 
 Uniform 
 Sunsmart 
 Child Safety 
 
We strongly recommend you visit the Policies page on our school website at: http://
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/ and read these policies. Parents, as well as 
school staff, have obligations under these policies. 
 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

November Attendance Challenge 

2020 Booklists and Parent Payment Policy 

Date Grade 
Prep 

Grade 1/2 Grade 3/4 Grade 5/6 School 

Friday 8
th

 No-
vember 

98.2% 92.7% 98.2% 94.3% 95.5% 

School Council Policy Updates 

http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
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This term we have been lucky enough again to receive funding through the Sporting 
Schools Program.  

We were very fortunate to have Jarrod King- Church from Basketball Victoria coach 
our Grades 1-6 over 4 weeks. Jarrod shared some simple and incredibly challenging 
skills with our students. 

On the final day, our classes shared all the things they had learnt during the program. 
Things like ‘triple threat, effective communication, team work and sideline basket-
ball’ were the highlights. 
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Sporting Schools—Basketball 

Evie L. 
ROSTER 

 WEDNESDAY 
20th November 

T.B.A. 

WEDNESDAY 
27th November 

No Lunch 
Orders 
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The following program outlines the remaining Prep 2020 Transition Program, including 
what your child will need to bring:  
 
Friday Nov 22

nd
 (9.30-12.00pm)  

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the morning. 
They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), drink, hat and a bag.  
 
Friday Dec 6

th
 (9.30 – 1.30pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day. They 
will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, drink, hat and a bag. 
  
Tuesday Dec 10

th
 
-
– (9.30-2.15pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day with 
their grade for 2019. They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, 
drink, hat and a bag. 
 

 

 

In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the achievements of 
learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of educational services or changing the 
way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and improve the skills of our 
teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, passionate teach-
ers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our teachers too; we are 
committed to providing professional development opportunities for our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the school 
priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery of teaching and 
learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 4 and 8 of each term. During the week be-
ginning 25th November your child’s teacher will be replaced by a casual relief teacher. 
 
 Mrs. Seccombe will have her day on Tuesday. Mr John Duck will be taking the 5/6 class on this day. 
 Mr. Woodroffe will have his day on Wednesday. Ms Jill Cheek will be taking the 3/4 class on this day. 
 Mrs. McCartney and Mrs Trickett will have their day on Thursday. Replacements to be confirmed. 
   
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017. Each full 
time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus on the improved delivery of high 
quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the classroom. Equally, it ’s 
important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their professional practice because their learning 
directly impacts on your child’s learning experience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that whilst child’s nor-
mal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. Please note that this is also the case when 
teachers are sick, caring for their family who are sick, on leave or attending other professional development 
opportunities that enhance their capacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Regards  
Anthony Wilson 
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Willow Grove Primary School—Transition Program Information 

Professional Practice Days   
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Hi guys, it’s your Resilience Captain again. 
 
I don’t have much to say, so I’ll be brief, the resilience in 
this school, as always, has been great, especially with the 
sudden cold and sudden hot weather, also, good luck to the 
3/4s going to Rumbug School Camp because I know that 
you’ll have your resilience tested when you climb those big 
hills. 
 

Kafil Slade (Resilience Captain) 
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School Captain Report—13th November 2019 

Values Captain Report—13th November 2019 
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