
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 This Friday, 29th November we are holding a Volunteers’ Morning Tea at 

11:00am. If you volunteered your time to our school in any way (fundraising, 

lunches, reading, library, school council etc.) we invite you to attend. 

 Monday, 2nd December is the final Marc Van for 2019. Please ensure your 

child returns any borrowed books on this day. 

 Scholastic Book Club orders are due back at school tomorrow, 28th 

November. 

 Students in Grade 5 need to return their 2020 Grade 6 Polo Shirt order form 

and payment by tomorrow, 28th November 

 Next Friday, 6th December is our fourth Prep Transition Session.  

 

 

 Last Friday all students should have received a permission note to attend a 

Life Education Session at Willow Grove Primary School. Each grade 

will attend one session on the 4th or 5th of December. Permission notes and 

payment of $10 are due back at school this Friday, 29th November. 

 Permission notes for the Grade 2 Sleepover taking place on Friday, 6th De-

cember were sent home yesterday. Notes and payment of $8 are due back 

at school this Monday, 2nd December. 

 Information for ordering Essential Student Learning Items (Booklists) for 

2020 were sent home via email and hard copy yesterday. Further infor-

mation is also attached to this newsletter. Booklist orders must be placed by 

Friday, 13th December. 
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TERM 4 2019 

 29th November—Volunteers’ 

Morning Tea 

 4th-5th December—Life Educa-

tion Van 

 6th December—Prep 2020 Tran-

sition Session—9:30am-1:30pm 

 6th December—Grade 2 Sleepo-

ver 

 9th December—Lowanna Col-

lege Transition Day 

 10th December—Prep 2020 
Transition Session—9:30am—

2:15pm 

 10th December—Statewide 

Transition Day 

 12th December—Presentation 

Night—7pm at WG Community 

Hall 

 13th December—Final Day to 

Place Booklist Orders for 2020 

 13th December—School Council 

Meeting & Breakup—7pm 

 18th & 19th December—Grade 6 

Graduation Camp 

 20th December—Student Re-

ports Available in Compass 

 20th December—Term 4 Ends—

Early Dismissal Time of 1:00pm 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

25 
MARC Van 
Dental Van 
 
Tim Cope Excur-
sion 

26 
Brekky Club 
Traf. High Half 
Day Transition 
 
WGPS Lunchies 

27 
Brekky Club 
 
No Lunch Orders 
 
 

28 
Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
 

29 
Volunteers’ Morn-
ing Tea—11am 
 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 

2 
Final MARC Van 
for 2019 

 
 
 

3 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

4 
Brekky Club 
Lunch Orders 
 
 
Life Education Van 

5 

Brekky Club 
 
 
 

6 
Prep Transition 
School Assembly—
2:45pm 
 
Gr 2 Sleepover 

Nov/Dec 2019 

 
Find us at—
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Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

Notices Sent Home 
TERM DATES 2019/2020 

Term 4  7th Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 27th March 

Term 2  14th April to 26th June 

Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  2  
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Volunteers Morning Tea 

Volunteers are an important part of our school community. I would like to invite all our won-
derful parents, guardians and community members that have volunteered during 2019 to 
join us here at school for a morning tea on Friday 29th November (this Friday) at 11am. We 
wish to acknowledge the great work that families and friends within our community do to 
contribute to our school. The morning tea is a small way that we are able to thank you for 
the important role you play in our students' lives. 
 
We know this is a busy time of year but we would love to see as many people as possible 
on Friday so we have the chance to take a few moments to acknowledge your contribu-
tions and show our gratitude for the wonderful work our community do. If you could please 
let us know for catering purposes if you will be attending that would also be much appreci-
ated. 

Bushfire Preparedness 

Last Friday we were fortunate to have the CFA at school to talk with our students and fami-
lies about the importance of being ready for the upcoming bushfire season. Willow Grove 
Primary School is on the Victorian Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR) and we have a num-
ber of obligations to the Department of Education to do with emergency planning to ensure 
the safety of our students. Local volunteers Simon Fiddelaers, Ross Gillies and Andrew 
Tangusso as well as Kate Grayham from the CFA provided a "Meet at the Gate" session at 
the front of the school. Kate presented with the Education Trailer and our local volunteers 
brought along the Fire Truck. It was an opportunity to chat to parents and students about 
their summer preparation and their plan for if/when the school closes/relocates. They were 
also able to provide some advice at assembly to our students and parents and many were 
engaged with questions to our presenters. 

Term 1 Student Assessment Days 

As in previous years, Willow Grove Primary will commence the 2020 year with two student 
assessment days. On these days parents and guardians will be given some time to meet 
their child’s new teacher for 2020, and be involved in the setting and developing of their 
goals for the commencement of the school year. More information will come out regarding 
these days and the availability of times.  

Grade 6 Transition 

This week many of our Grade 6 students began their transition to high school with a ½ day 
transition day to Trafalgar High School. This day provides students from small schools at-
tending Trafalgar High School the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the new envi-
ronment before they have their whole transition day with all 2020 Year 7 students on Tues-
day 10

th
 December. The end of the year is fast approaching and we encourage parents 

and guardians to talk with their children about this transition and if you have any concerns 
to please come and see us here at school.  

Congratulations 

We would like to congratulate Lincoln Riley for attending the recent audition for A Peter 
Rabbit Tale. Lincoln has been accepted into the cast and will play the role of Benja-
min. The show will occur in April next year and we wish him all the best as his rehearsals 
commence this Sunday. 

Take care and enjoy the rest of the week. 

Anthony Wilson 

 

Thank you to Willow Grove CFA for providing infor-
mation regarding being prepared for the upcoming 
bushfire season (Kate, Simon, Ross and Andrew) 

Principal’s Report 
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games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
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strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
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Experience feelings of success 
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Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 
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The November attendance challenge is quickly coming to an end. Turning up to 
school on-time each and every day is vital to ensure your child has the best oppor-
tunity to excel academically. If an absence is unavoidable, such as attendance at a 
funeral, parents can login to Compass and explain the absence. You can also use 
Compass to keep track of your child’s attendance at school. If you are concerned 
about your child’s attendance or are having difficulties motivating your child in the 
mornings, please speak to our school chaplain, Arita Smith or your child’s classroom 
teacher. Children who attend school every day, do better academically than children 

who miss days of school  
 
The November challenge is certainly close and we continue to encourage students to at-
tend school every day. Will our Grade 3/4 students take out their 3

rd
 straight challenge for 

the year? Or will it be our Grade 1/2 or 5/6 class for November? We will know on Friday. 
 

 
 
 

 

On Monday, our Grade 3-6 students had the opportunity to travel to Thorpdale and hear 
Tim Cope speak. Tim Cope is an adventurer, author and film-maker who is passionate 
about inspiring young people to explore the world that exists beyond their doorstep. He 
spoke about his most renowned journey which was a three year, 10,000km horseback trek 
from Mongolia to Hungary across the great Eurasian Steppe with his best friend Tigon. It 
was a great opportunity for our students to hear this inspiring story or resilience and deter-
mination and is yet another way we can encourage our students to pursue and follow their 
dreams. 
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November Attendance Challenge 

Tim Cope Visit 

Date Grade Prep Grade 1/2 Grade 3/4 Grade 5/6 School 

7
th

 November 98.2% 92.7% 98.2% 94.3% 95.5% 

14
th

 November 93.8% 94.5% 95.7% 94.3% 94.9% 

21
st

 November 91.1% 94.5% 95.1% 94.5% 94.4% 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
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Friday the 15th of November the Grade 5’s and Keegan went to 
the Latrobe Valley Division Lawn Bowls tournament at the Traral-

gon Bowls Club. We played against Tyers Primary School and 
Morwell Central Primary School. We had three teams of four and 
one skip in each team. The three skips were Dane J, Darcy W and 
Ella R. Everyone had a lot of fun unfortunately we didn’t win but 

everyone tried their best.  

By Seth D, Dane J and Darcy W 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

We currently have two size 4 summer dresses for sale (gold coin do-
nation). Please see Michelle if you are interested - first in best 
dressed! 

 
We would appreciate the donation of any unwanted uniform items you may 
have at home. If the items are still in good condition, please drop them in to 
the school office. 
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Second Hand Uniform Items 

Dylan V. 
Callum M. 
Logan W. 
Abbey O. 

ROSTER 
 WEDNESDAY 

4th December 
T.B.A. 

WEDNESDAY 
11th December 

Kate M. 

  

LV Division Lawn Bowls Tournament—Student Report 
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The following program outlines the remaining Prep 2020 Transition Program, including 
what your child will need to bring:  
 
Friday Dec 6

th
 (9.30 – 1.30pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day. They 
will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, drink, hat and a bag. 
  
Tuesday Dec 10

th
 
-
– (9.30-2.15pm)   

Parents will need to bring their child into school on this day. Please make your way 
to the Prep/1 Room. Children will be involved in school based activities for the day with 
their grade for 2019. They will need their play lunch (including a piece of fruit), lunch, 
drink, hat and a bag. 
 

 

 

Every two years we organise the Life Education Van, and Healthy Harold, to visit Willow 
Grove Primary School. Life Education will conduct a health or safety education session for 
each of our classes. The sessions are designed to empower children to make safer and 
healthier choices through education. A summary of the session your child will attend was 
sent home with their permission form. In addition to this, you may like to attend the free 
parent information session at 9:00am on the 4th of December. 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Willow Grove Primary School—Transition Program Information 

Life Education Van Visit—4th & 5th December 
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Our revised Parent Payment Policy was recently approved by our School Council and can 
be found on our school’s website at: http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/  

Each year our school council is responsible for developing and approving parent payment 
charges as part of our Parent Payment Policy. Parent payment charges fall into one of the 
following three categories: 

 Essential Student Learning Items 
 Optional Items 
 Voluntary Financial Contributions 

Willow Grove Primary School charges families from the first two categories.  

Essential Student Learning Items refers to items, activities or services that are essential to 
support student learning of the standard curriculum. It is essential that all students have 
these items.  

In 2019, for the first time, we introduced student booklists which encompassed these Es-
sential Student Learning Items. Following the positive feedback we received with this new 
process, we will again be using booklists in 2020. One important change this year is that 
we will be using an on-line ordering system. For those families with poor internet access, a 
computer will be made available at school for parents to place booklist orders. 

Optional Items are those items, activities or services that are offered in addition to or sup-
port instruction of the standard curriculum program. These items or activities are provided 
on a user-pays basis.  

In 2020 Optional Items will include things such as school camps and excursions. 

Yesterday, each family with a child enrolled to attend Willow Grove in 2020 should have 
received information via email or hard copy regarding our parent payment charges for 
2020, including the process for ordering student booklists. Please note: your child requires 
ALL the items listed on the booklist. Some booklist items are only available through 
our preferred booklist supplier Trafalgar Newsagency. 

Parents are asked to place their booklist order by Friday, 13
th

 December. It is important 
orders are submitted by this date, so that students’ booklists will be ready for collection on 
either Wednesday the 29

h
 January or Thursday the 30

th
 of January 2020. a summary of 

how to order is included below. 
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Parent Payment Policy & 2020 Booklists 

http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
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Comic’s Corner 



 

Community News 


