
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 Friday Feb 14th – Welcome BBQ & Respectful Relationships Parent 
Information Evening – Our Welcome BBQ is an annual casual event not 
to be missed. More details below. This will start at 6.00pm.  

 Each Wednesday during February is a Prep Rest Day. Grade 1’s attend 
school as normal. The first full week for Prep students starts on Monday 
the 2nd of March.  

 HATS – our SunSmart policy states that hats need to be worn between the 
months of September and April. All new Prep students and students arriv-
ing at Willow Grove for the first time receive their first hat for free. Other-
wise, school hats can be purchased at the school office for $10.  

 School Lunch Orders commence this Friday, 7th February, and will 
continue to be on Friday’s in 2020. 

 
 
 

 Bus Travellers will have been sent updated information for the year 
ahead however, due to new enrolments a further update will be sent home 
Friday, 7th February. 

 Breakfast Club – Expression of Interest Form has been sent home to 
each family. If your child is wanting to attend Brekky Club or you can assist 
by volunteering, please return the form to the office by Friday, 7th Febru-
ary. We will then go through the list and look at starting the program the 
week of February 17th.  

 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular form of 

communication that we use with our families and broader            
school community. 
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TERM 1 2020 

 5th February - Prep Rest Day 

 11th February—AFL Meet the 

Players Session 

 12th February—Prep Rest Day 

 14th February—Welcome BBQ 

& Respectful Relationships Parent 

Information Session 

 18th February—Prep Parent/

Teacher Interviews 

 18th February—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 18th February—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 19th February—Prep Rest Day 

 26th February—Prep Rest Day 

 3rd March—Japanese Drumming 

Incursion 

 3rd & 4th March—School Review 

Days 1 & 2 

 6th March—Whole School Ath-

letics Carnival 

 9th March—Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 13th March—School Review—

Final Day 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 4th May - School Photos 

 19th-21st August—Grade 3/4 

Sovereign Hill Camp 

 28th-30th October—Grade 5/6 

Woorabinda Camp 
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AFL Meet the Play-
ers Session 
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Lunch Orders 
School Assembly 
Welcome BBQ—
6pm 

February 2020 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 20  :  ISSUE 01 5TH FEBRUARY 2020 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2020 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 27th March 

Term 2  14th April to 26th June 

Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept 

Term 4 5th Oct to 18th Dec 

Notices Sent Home 
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  2  
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Welcome back to all of our families and broader school community to what promises to be 
another great year of learning at Willow Grove Primary School. There are certainly busy 
times ahead and I am excited to be starting this year as the Principal of this great school.  
 
There are a two staff members who will not be returning to Willow Grove Primary School 
this year. I would like to wish Jack Blythman all the best for 12 months of leave without pay 
as he pursues a life-long dream of playing cricket in England. I would also like to wish Arita 
Smith all the best for this year and beyond. Arita has been the school chaplain for the last 
18 months. Interviews were held earlier this week for the vacated chaplain position and we 
will hopefully be able to make an announcement in the next few weeks.  
 
We would like to welcome Mrs Anne-Marie Seccombe back in 2020 to our school. Mrs 
Seccombe will be working 4 days per week with Mrs Trickett in the Grade 2/3/4 class. We 
also welcome Kate Mether, who will be providing Educational Support in the Grade 2/3/4 
class each Thursday. We are certainly excited about this new structure at our school and 
the positive impact it can have on our students and their learning.  
 
A special mention to all of our Prep students who shared the excitement of their first day of 
primary school with their families last Friday, and a warm welcome to James Mirams 
(Grade 2) and Elisandra Mirams (Grade 6) who have started at Willow Grove Primary this 
year. I am sure you will join me in welcoming all of our new faces to Willow Grove.   
 
Each week through my Principal’s report in the newsletter, you will be able to keep in-
formed of our progress towards our strategic goals, as well as stay up-to-date with im-
portant information. Our newsletter is a great source of information and will be emailed 
each Wednesday afternoon with hard copies available from the school office or the Willow 
Grove General Store. Please take the time to read through the newsletter and keep in-
formed of any events and happenings at Willow Grove Primary School.  
 
Our annual ‘Welcome BBQ and Parent Information Session’ is coming up on Friday the 
14

th
 of February, commencing at 6pm. This is a great opportunity for all of our school com-

munity to get together and have a great time in a relaxed social setting. All you need to do 
is bring along your drinks, a picnic blanket, chairs, bikes, scooters and skateboards. The 
BBQ will be prepared for you!  
 
This year, we will be providing information to families around Respectful Relationships and 
what this looks like in our school setting. If you choose to attend the information session, 
which will go for about 20 minutes, your children will be supervised out in the yard by staff 
and the BBQ will be fired up ready for children and adults to eat. In the past children have 
brought their bikes, scooters and skateboards. Please note that helmets will need to be 
worn. The BBQ is a relaxed evening for all of our students, their parents and our staff. It is 
certainly not to be missed and a great way to start the year.   
 

2020 Term Dates 

TERM 1 – ends 27
h
 March 

TERM 2 – 14
th
 April – 26

th
 June 

TERM 3 – 13
th
 July – 18

th
 September 

TERM 4 – 5
th
 October – 18

th
 December  

At this stage, Pupil-Free Days for Terms 2 & 3 are yet to be confirmed. Once these dates 

are known, we will notify families through the newsletter so that you can plan accordingly. 

Term 4 Pupil-Free Day will be on Monday 3
rd

 November.  

Principal’s Report 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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2020 Staff  
 
Specialist Teacher: Mrs Alison Abbott (Visual Arts: Monday, Japanese: Tuesday and 
Physical Education: Wednesday) – students to receive 1 hr per week of each. 
 
Literacy and Library: Ms Kim James – Monday, students to receive 1 hour per week. 
 
Grade Prep / 1 – Mrs Sharon McCartney. 
Grade 2/3/4 – Mrs Helen Trickett, Mrs Anne-Marie Seccombe and Mrs Kate Mether. 
Grade 5/6 – Mr Justin Woodroffe. 
 
Chaplain: To be announced in the coming weeks. 
 
MiniLit: Mrs Michelle Byrne. 
 
Business Manager: Ms Cindy Walker (Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday) – Newsletters to 
be published on Wednesdays.   
 
Principal: Mr Anthony Wilson. 
 
Outside School Hours Care: Mr Lochie Francis and Mr Daniel Board. 
 
Willow Grove Primary School also provides an affordable after school care service, operat-
ing Monday to Friday from 3.15pm – 5.30pm. Parents can use this service on a casual or 
regular basis. Please contact the office to find out more information or to collect an enrol-
ment form.  
 
Finally, in striving to maintain positive working relationships with our families, I want to take 
this opportunity to let our community know that we encourage and promote open communi-
cation with our parents. Please come and speak to your child’s classroom teacher if you 
have a question, issue or concern. We take pride in being approachable and believe that 
by working together we can ensure the best outcomes for your child.  
 
Anthony Wilson 

 

 Thank you to all of our families for your support of our two Student Assess-
ment Days last week. We appreciate your attendance, and understand that it can 
be inconvenient to organise having your child/ren attend school for their assess-
ment only. Over these days, our staff were able to administer a number of as-
sessments with your child which fits with our improvement focus to maximise 
learning growth in reading. Classroom teachers will use this data to support and 
target their teaching.   

 On behalf of our School Council, thank you to our families for your support of our 
School Uniform Policy. It was a pleasure to start the school year seeing the large ma-
jority of students in school uniform. Please contact the school if you require financial 
assistance or support with the purchasing of school uniform items.  

 Thank you to Ron Mether and the Recreation Committee and as always our neigh-
bours Carol and Barry for their work in supervising and maintaining our school 
grounds over the summer holiday period. Apologies if I have missed anyone.  

 Thank you to Kate Mether who organised our back to school Welcome Morning Tea 
last Friday.  

Principal’s Report Continued 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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A warm welcome to our class of 2020 Preps – pictured below on their first day of 
Primary School!  
 
Welcome to: Sidney, Grace Dodd, Isabella Grima, Emma Hill, Angus James, Mikayla Kay, 

Erica Kay, Acacia Marino, Laityn Riley-Ross and Ryan Wakefield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst our Prep students start their primary school education, our Grade 6’s are be-

ginning their last year. Pictured below are our Class of 2020 in their Grade 6 Polo 

tops. Thanks to Kate Mether for organising these and to the Fundraising Committee 

for subsidising part of the cost.  

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Special Welcomes for 2020 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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How is fundraising money used at Willow Grove Primary School? 

Funds generated by our fundraising activities are generally used for school upgrades that are not 
covered by the Department of Education & Training (DET) and to subsidise items that would oth-
erwise need to be fully funded by families. In 2019 fundraising money paid to upgrade our library 
space and continued to pay the ongoing lease payments for the laptops in the senior classes. Funds 
are also used to purchase graduation gifts for graduating students, subsidise hats for new students 
and Grade 6 polo shirts. With the support of our volunteers, our lunch order and Lunchies programs 
continue to raise thousands of dollars each year, but these programs alone are not enough to cover 
all fundraising expenses. We hope to hold 2 major fundraisers in 2020. Let us know if you have any 
suggestions! 

Friday Lunch Orders Are Back! 

Lunch order day has moved to a Friday this year, starting on Friday February 7th. Lunch order 
forms (as shown below) are available at the school office. We need more volunteers to help run this 

program so if you have a current Working With Children Check card and are free from 12:00pm- 
1:30pm any Friday this year, please contact Kate Mether on 0400 156 486. 

Fundraising Meeting Dates 

7pm Thursday, February 13th  @ Willow Grove Duck Inn (RSVP Kate 0400 156 486 by Tuesday 

11th Feb.) 
7pm Thursday, March  12th @ Willow Grove Duck Inn (RSVP Kate 0400 156 486 by Tuesday 
10th March) 

7pm Thursday, May 14th Willow Grove Duck Inn (RSVP Kate 0400 156 486 by Tuesday 12th 
May) 

All welcome, no purchase required.  
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Willow Grove Primary School Fundraising Committee Update 

ROSTER 
 FRIDAY 

7th February 
Kate M. 

FRIDAY 
14th February 

Kate F. 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
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Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
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Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
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Can you help? 
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The reality is , being at school and on time each and every day makes a BIG differ-
ence to your child’s academic outcomes. At Willow Grove Primary School we want 
to ensure that our students attend school on a daily basis. Every day at school 
counts.  
 
Did you know that the month of February is only a few months of the school year 
that falls completely within the school term. That’s why this February we are run-
ning an attendance challenge! Your goal is simple, to turn up to school every day in 
the month of February. We will be running different attendance challenges through-
out the year, so keep your eye posted on our newsletter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Matilda M. 
Laityn R. 

February  
Attendance Challenge 
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enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
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Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information 
for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. 
 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement titled ‘DET Prima-
ry School, privacy information for parents, guardians and carers’, found on our website 
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/ . 

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. 
This information also available in nine community languages . 
 
 

A reminder to our families that the Education Department does not carry insurance for ac-
cidental injury to or damage to property of student or members of the public.  
 
Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/
ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured stu-
dents, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other 
transport costs. E.g if your child fell from the play equipment and breaks an arm, parents 
cover all medical costs incurred.  
 
Private property brought to school by students or visitors is also not insured. This includes 
technology, bikes, toys, sports equipment etc. and the Department does not accept any 
responsibility for any loss or damage. 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Annual Privacy Reminder 

Student Accident Insurance, Ambulance Cover Arrangements and  

Private Property Brought to School 

The Blackshaw family are missing two 
school jumpers. One Size 10 and one Size 
12. Both jumpers are labelled with 
‘Blackshaw’. 
 
Could all families please check their chil-
dren’s jumpers and return any jumpers to 
school that have been mistakenly taken 
home. 
 
A reminder to families to please label 
your children’s clothing items so they can 
be returned to you when they are mis-
placed.  When items do go missing, 
please check the lost property box locat-
ed near the staff room. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
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strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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The start of the school year is always a time when there is lots of information to absorb 
and take in, especially if you are new to our school community. We trust that you find the 
information below a helpful snap-shot into the day-to-day operations of our school, making 
the start of the school year as smooth as possible for you and your child/ren.  
 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch via phone, email or in person if you have any ques-
tions or would like to find out more information about a certain topic.  
 
School Council – later this month, we elect new parent members to our School Council 
and so we are seeking volunteers for parent positions in 2020. It is a great group to belong 
to and very rewarding, especially if you want to understand how our school works, have 
input into decision making and represent parent views and ideas. Keep your eye out on 
the newsletter for more information.  
 
Assembly – held 2:45pm each Friday afternoon. Our assemblies last approximately 
30 minutes and are used to discuss and promote our school’s expectations with our stu-
dent and parent community as well as to acknowledge and celebrate student achieve-
ment. They are a great way to stay informed about our school’s programs and strategic 
direction. Assemblies are conducted in our library space. We would love for you to be a 
part of these if you are available.  
 
Parent Payment Policy & School Fees – information on Parent Payment charges were 
sent home late last year. A copy of our Parent Payment Policy for 2020 is available on our 
website at: http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/. Payments to the school can be 
made by cash or cheque at the office or use the BPay facility. Cindy is in the office each 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please come 
and organise a payment plan.  
 

Some families may also be eligible to access the Victorian Government’s Camps, Sports 
and Excursions Fund. The CSEF provides payment of $125 to the school for use to-
wards camps and excursions. To be eligible you will need a current Health Care card. Ap-
plication forms are available at the office.  
 

Office Reminders 
 

 Absences: Our school policy is that it is not okay to be away nor to be late! 
We encourage punctual on time attendance at all times. If however, your child is absent 
from school due to injury or illness, then it is important that you let the school know and 
provide an explanation of their absence. Parents can notify the school via a Compass Ab-
sence entry or by providing a written note. Our school rolls are legal documents and infor-
mation needs to be recorded accurately.  
 

 Late Book: the late book is located at the office on the window ledge. Parents 
of students arriving late are required to come to the office and record the arrival time and 
the reason for their child’s lateness.  
 

 Sign Out Book: the sign out book is also located at the office on the window 
ledge. Please document when and why your child is being taken out from school. Please 
also ensure you mention this to either your child’s classroom teacher, myself or Cindy.  
You can also report this on Compass 
 

 Visitors’ Book: The visitors ’ book is located at the office on the window ledge as 

well. When anyone, a parent, volunteer or tradesman comes into the school for an extend-

ed time to complete a task or help out, they are required to sign in and take a visitor’s 

badge. For example: if you are completing lunch orders, reading in the classroom or hav-

ing a meeting with a staff member, you will need to sign the visitors’ book.  
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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Sun Smart Policy 
  

Willow Grove is a sun smart school. When you are outside from September to April, you 
will need to be wearing an approved school hat. Children who do not have an appropriate 
school approved hat, will be asked to sit and play in the undercover area near the Latrobe 
Building. Sunscreen is also available to students or you are welcome to provide your own. 
  
Outside School Hours Care 
 

After School Care is available Monday to Friday from 3.15pm – 5.30pm. It is great to see 
the program being used. If you need to enrol your child in the service, please let Anthony 
or Cindy know. Remember that it can be used occasionally and you do not need to have a 
permanent booking. 
  
Car Park and Bus Safety  
 

It is very important that we utilise our drop off and pick up zone out the front of the school 
in a safe manner. Please make sure that under no circumstances students walk in front of 
the bus to go to their car. Students, even if accompanied by an adult, need to walk around 
the back of the bus to go to their car. Car Park safety is everyone’s responsibility, please 
take care! 
 
Nude Food Program 
 

Willow Grove Primary continues to promote and participate in the Nude Food program. 
The Nude Food Program, aims to reduce waste and helps keep the school litter and rub-
bish free by promoting food that is not wrapped in disposable packaging.  
 
Children will be asked to unwrap their playlunch in the classroom before the go outside to 
play. If they have play lunch such as loose chips in a wrapper, they will be asked to eat 
inside before they go outside. For example, a packet of chips cannot be emptied into a 
hand or put into a pocket. Children will need to consume these types of snacks on the 
steps to the Latrobe Building before they head off for recess.  
 
We also encourage parents to think healthy when packing lunches so that children have a 
wide selection of nutritious foods.  
 
1. Children are allowed to eat play lunches outside when it is not wrapped in packaging 
such as glad wrap etc. Food that can be stripped ‘Nude’ or food in plastic containers can 
be taken outside.  
 

2. Fruit can be taken outside. 
 

3. Children with wrapped food will need to eat their snacks on the steps to the Latrobe 
Building, making sure all rubbish is placed in the bin.  
 

4. Children eat lunches inside, from 1.30-1.40pm every day. Children are always given 
time to eat lunch. Students who have not finished with a reasonable time frame will be 
asked to finish their lunch outside on the steps to the Latrobe Building.  
 
Lunch Orders – lunch orders are available each Friday. Lunch orders are organised by 
our Fundraising Committee who rely on parent volunteers. Please speak to Kate Mether 
or speak to any staff member if you are able to help with lunch orders. 
 
Student Banking - We offer Student banking via the Commonwealth Bank School Bank-

ing Program. School Banking will occur on a Friday this year. If you would like your child 

to participate in School Banking, please ask Cindy for a parent information pack available 

at the school office. 
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