
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 HATS – our SunSmart policy states that hats need to be worn between the 
months of September and April. All new Prep students and students arriving 
at Willow Grove for the first time receive their first hat for free. Otherwise, 
school hats can be purchased at the school office for $10.  

 After School Care After School Care is still available Monday to Friday 
from 3.15pm – 5.30pm. If you need to enrol your child in the service, please 
let Anthony or Cindy know. Remember that it can be used occasionally and 
you do not need to have a permanent booking.  

 Working Bee – this has been postponed. We will inform everyone once a 
new date has been set. 

 School Lunch Orders—Postponed until further notice. 

 Student-Led conferences - these have been postponed. We will inform 
everyone once a new date has been set. 

 
 

 

 A letter with information regarding COVID-19 was sent home last Friday. 
Yesterday, a COVID-19 Update was emailed to families. Due to continual 
updates received by schools from the department of education, we ask fami-
lies to regularly check their emails as this is an effective means for us to 
communicate with families during this time. 

 Last week information and order forms were sent home for our Bushfire Re-
lief BBQ, and our Family Movie Night due to take place on the 26th of 
March and 27th of March respectively. Unfortunately, both these events 
have now been postponed. For those who have already placed an order, 
your payment will be returned to your child to take home this week. 

 
 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay up-
to date with what is happening at school.  
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TERM 1 2020 

 27th March—Last Day Term 1—

Early Dismissal at 1:30pm 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 11th May - School Photos 

 29th May—Curriculum Day 

 19th-21st August—Grade 3/4 

Sovereign Hill Camp 

 28th-30th October—Grade 5/6 

Woorabinda Camp 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

16 
MARC Van 
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18 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

19 
Brekky Club 
 
No Mobile Library 
 
 

20 
Brekky Club 
 
No Lunch Orders 
 
 

23 
MARC Van 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
 

26 

Brekky Club 
 
 
 

27 
Brekky Club 
No Lunch Orders 
 
Last Day Term 1—
Dismissal 1:30pm 

March 2020 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 20  :  ISSUE 07 18TH MARCH 2020 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2020 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 27th March 

Term 2  14th April to 26th June 

Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept 

Term 4 5th Oct to 18th Dec 

Notices Sent Home 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

ARE ALMOST HERE 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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In this time of uncertainty, it is very important that, as a school, we communicate to our 
school community in a way that provides relevant information as it becomes available. We 
are trying to keep the daily classroom activities and routines for our students and staff as 
‘normal’ as possible but realise this is not always realistic or achievable. As a school, we 
have taken a number of proactive steps to ensure that, as a member of the Willow Grove 
community, we do what is in our control and follow the Department of Education and De-
partment of Health and Human Services advice. 

Over the weekend, we began to prepare in the event that there were school closures fol-
lowing instruction from the Department of Education. On Monday, each child received a 
pack which contained appropriate work that they could begin to complete only if school was 
closed. This pack also contained a detailed letter of the purpose of the pack. If clo-
sure occurs, the school has the following plan in place to support our students, families and 
staff: 

 Each Friday by 4pm, a weekly overview would be sent home to families through email 
for the upcoming week from their child’s teacher; 

 Each day, classroom teachers would email through to families specific tasks and ac-
tivities to be completed the following day; 

 Parents would have the opportunity to email staff with feedback as to how their child 
is going and capacity of their child to complete these tasks. Staff would respond to all 
emails during schools hours; 

 Staff would be providing feedback to Leadership in the development of the school’s 
new Strategic Plan; 

 Staff would be completing their Professional Development Plans from home with a 
focus around our new 4-year Strategic Plan and feeding this back to the principal. 

 Staff would be remotely undertaking Professional Developing and, through the use of 
technology, maintaining communication with all other Willow Grove school staff 
around this professional development. 

Here at school, we have taken a number of precautions to try and make our school as safe 
as possible without causing the need for panic. Our students, staff and community have 
been especially grateful and understanding with the actions that we have taken and we ap-
preciate the support of our school. These actions include: 

 Informing parents of any new information as this becomes available to the school; 

 Maximising good hygiene practices amongst students and staff, including regular 
hand washing; 

 Requiring students to bring a drink bottle of water from home (to limit the use of 
shared bubble taps); 

 Postponing school assembly on a Friday until further notice; 

 Ceasing any volunteer work in the school to reduce the amount of movement in and 
out of the school. We are incredibly grateful for the work our volunteers do but believe 
this is the best decision for our students, staff and also our volunteers. Breakfast Club 
will run until the end of term and will be catered for by Willow Grove Primary School 
staff and we will re-assess Breakfast Club for Term 2; 

 Staff meetings being restricted in their time and using them as an opportunity for staff 
to individually complete online learning modules and professional development which 
are a requirement by the Department of Education; 

 Cancelling our Easter Sports Day and BBQ. We will ensure that a whole-school event 
takes place once the health risk with larger groups has been reduced in order to re-
engage our whole-school community with one another;    

 Postponing our whole-school approach to ‘Big Ideas’ until further notice. During this 
time (Thursday 12:30-1:30) students will remain in their usual classroom with their 
normal classroom teacher; 

 Postponing our school Working Bee; 

 Postponing our Adams Family Movie Night. 

Principal’s Report 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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I have also attached a recent table as issued by the Department of Education on Monday, 
March 16

th
, as to particular issues and the response schools should take.  

Please see the table below for the information: 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Issue Response 

Staff member or students indicate that they are 
(i) a confirmed 
case of COVIS -19 
(ii) they are being tested due to close contact with 
a confirmed case COVID-19 

If a staff member or student at your school is in one of these 
categories, your school must contact DHHS on 1300 651 
160 for advice on what to do next. 

‘Close contact’ is defined by DHHS as someone who has 
had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a con-
firmed case, or shared a closed space with someone for more 

than two hours with a confirmed case. 
 

A staff member / student has been in contact with 
someone who has been in close contact with a 
confirmed case of COVID-19, can they still attend 
their education setting? 
  

There is no need to self-isolate unless an individual has been 
identified by health authorities as a close contact with a con-
firmed case of COVID-19. 
  

Maximising strong hygiene practices in schools Please remember that good hygiene practices are the most ef-
fective means of minimising the spread of COVID-19, and we 
should continue to encourage these practices. 
  
Key information to share and reinforce to students in the com-
ing weeks.  

 Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and 
sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow. 

 Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your 
hands afterwards. 

 Wash your hands regularly, after using the toilet, 
and before eating. 
  

Parents and community members are encouraged to go to the 
following webpage for more information -https://
www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-
covid-19 
 

Whole school assemblies 
  
  
   
  
School athletics sports or inter school 
  
School fetes or community fundraising days 

It would be advisable to minimise these where possible. Use 
school PA systems to provide students with key school messag-
es rather than assemble whole student bodies in halls etc. 
  
  
These should be postponed or cancelled 
  
These should be postponed or cancelled 

Camps and excursions All camps and excursions to be postponed until further DET 
advice 
  
Schools should be prepared to reschedule or cancel Term 2+ 
camps and excursions 

International Arrivals All students, parents and carers or relatives of students who are 
returning from overseas are required to self-isolate and not visit 
the school. 
  

Continuity of learning programs Teaching teams may wish to consider how they will provide 
continuity of learning for students in event of school closure 
 

Visits to aged care facilities Schools should not be having students undertake visits to aged 
care facilities as part of existing programs or special one off 
activities 
 

Staff access to ‘offsite’ professional learning Principals need to consider whether offsite professional learn-
ing is appropriate in current climate. 
 

School Closures Important that staff and parents are aware that no government 
schools are closed. 
 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-covid-19
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-covid-19
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-covid-19
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I have included a link to the Victorian Chief Health Officer’s ‘Statement on School Closures 
in Victoria’ which was issued on Monday 16

th
 March. https://www.education.vic.gov.au/

Documents/about/department/CHO_advicetoschools_16March2020.pdf 
 
Following School Council last night, and with Student-Led Conferences being postponed, 
students will be required at school up to and including Friday March 27

th
. School Council 

has approved that the term will finish at 1:30pm on Friday March 27
th
. After School Care 

will run on this day until 3:30pm. 
 
As a school, we will continue to work with the Department of Education, Department of 
Health and Human Services, and our school community to provide everyone with the latest 
information as it is received. However, if you have any questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to call the school and I will answer these for you if I am able to. 
 
Once again, thanks for your support during this time. 

Anthony Wilson 

 

 

The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities and our people is our first priority. 
Due to the rapidly developing situation with coronavirus, School Banking has been tem-
porarily paused from 20 March 2020 until the start of Term 2. Please don’t bring your 
deposit book with your weekly banking into school and we will notify you when banking 
will recommence.  
 

 
 
 

West Gippsland Libraries, including the Northern Mobile Library that services Willow 
Grove, are temporarily closed due to COVID-19. The following information was taken from 
their website: 

Temporary Library Closures: Your Health and Safety is our priority 
All West Gippsland Libraries branches and Mobile Libraries will close on Tuesday 17th March (at 
the usual branch closing times) until Tuesday 14th April, to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 
within our communities and relieve the potential burden on the public health services. 24 hour ac-
cess at Foster will be suspended at this time. We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you 
for your continued understanding and support. 

Borrowing from the Library 
During this time, all borrowing of physical loans will be suspended. 
If you have items due for return within this period, your due date will automatically be extended until 
27 April 2020. You can return items to the branch external chutes. Borrowers who feel unwell 
should keep their items until they feel better. Remember we don’t charge overdue fines and you 
can renew items online if you are able. You can also contact your local branch directly by phone for 
assistance. 

Any current holds on items will not be available to pick-up at the library or any drop-off/pick-up loca-
tions or 24 hour access locations until the library branches reopen. 

Stay up-to-date 
Information about plans to reopen or any other changes that arise will be published on our website, 
in our e-newsletters and on our social media channels. 

 Check our website regularly at: https://www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au/  

 Follow us on Facebook 

 Sign up for email updates 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Notice from CommBank Student School Banking  

Temporary Closure of West Gippsland Libraries 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/CHO_advicetoschools_16March2020.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/CHO_advicetoschools_16March2020.pdf
https://www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/wgrlc
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Grade 5/6 Quantum Grand Prix Excursion—12th March 2020 



 

ROSTER 
 FRIDAY 

21st February 
Pauline B. 

FRIDAY 
28th February 

Lisa W. 
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Applications are now open for the 2020 Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund (CSEF). Eligible families may receive $125 per primary school 
aged child, paid to the school to assist with the costs of camps, excur-
sions and sporting events. Families who hold a current Health Care 
Card may be eligible for the scheme. Applications are open until early 
June 2020.   
 

Application forms were emailed to families in February. If you applied for CSEF in 2019 at 
Willow Grove Primary School, you do not need to complete a new application form – un-
less your circumstances have changed. If you are new to Willow Grove Primary School in 
2020, or did not apply in 2019, you must complete an application form. 
 
If you are unsure if you are eligible, or need a paper copy of the application form, please 
see Cindy at the office.  
 

Our annual footy tipping competition is expected to 
commence tomorrow. 
 

It only costs $25.00 to join with great weekly and end 
of year prizes. The more participants we get, the bet-
ter the prize money!  
 

Our footy tipping competition raises funds to subsidise the cost to families of our Grade 6 
Graduation Camp held at the end of each year. 
 

If you would like to enter, please complete your details on the slip below and drop it into 
the school office with your entry fee payment. 
 

If you have any queries, please see Michelle. 

 

FOOTY TIPPING 2020 
 
NAME:……………………………………………………… 
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Footy Tipping 2020 

Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

 
ROSTER 

 FRIDAY 
20th March 

No Lunch 
Orders 

FRIDAY 
27th March 

No Lunch 
Orders 

  


