
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 This Friday is our Whole School Athletics Carnival. We ask that stu-
dents are dropped off and picked up from the Joe Carmody Athletics track in 
Newborough. As a consequence our school bus will not operate and there 
will be no After School Care. Further details are included in this newsletter. 

 Monday the 9th of March is the Labour Day Public Holiday – have a 
great long weekend. School will resume on Tuesday the 10th of March.  

 Next Friday, 13th March is National Ride2School Day. If you wish to partici-
pate, further details are included later in this newsletter. 

 School Wide Event – Friday, 13th March to celebrate and acknowledge 
the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence and Harmony Day 
– wear orange to celebrate! 

 Car Park and Bus Safety—It is very important that we utilise our drop off 
and pick up zone out the front of the school in a safe manner. Under no cir-
cumstances are students to walk in front of the bus to go to their car. Stu-
dents, even if accompanied by an adult, need to walk around the back of the 
bus to go to their car. Car park safety is everyone’s responsibility, please 
take care! 

 

 
 

 Last Friday all families will have received information and a timetable for our 
Whole School Athletic Sports taking place this Friday, 6th March. 

 Grade 5/6 students will have received a permission note for the Quantum 
Melbourne Grand Prix Excursion taking place on Thursday, 12th 
March. Permission notes are due back at school next Tuesday, 10th March. 

 

 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school.  
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TERM 1 2020 

 4th March—School Review Day 2 

 6th March—Whole School Ath-

letics Carnival 

 9th March—Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 12th March—Gr 5/6 Quantum 

Melbourne Grand Prix Excursion 

 13th March—Ride to School Day 

 13th March—National Day of 

Action Against Bullying & Vio-

lence 

 13th March—School Review—

Final Day 

 17th March—Buildings & 

Grounds Meeting—6:30pm 

 17th March—School Council 

AGM & Meeting—7:00pm 

 26th March—Easter Sports 

 26th March—Last Day of Normal 

Classes for Term 1 

 26th & 27th March—Student Led 

Conferences 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 13th April—School Working 

Bee—9:30am 

 4th May - School Photos 

 19th-21st August—Grade 3/4 

Sovereign Hill Camp 

 28th-30th October—Grade 5/6 

Woorabinda Camp 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 

02 
MARC Van 
 
 
 

03 
Japanese Drum-
ming 
 
School Review 
 

04 
No Brekky Club 
 
School Review 
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Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
 

06 
Whole School Ath-
letic Sports 
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Labour Day Public 
Holiday 
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Brekky Club 
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Brekky Club 
 
Gr 5/6 Grand Prix 
Excursion 
 

13 
Brekky Club 
WGPS Lunchies 
School Review 
Ride to School Day 
National Day of Action 
Against Bullying 
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Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 
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Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2020 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 27th March 

Term 2  14th April to 26th June 

Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept 

Term 4 5th Oct to 18th Dec 

Notices Sent Home 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 

P A G E  2  
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Attendance 

Later in this newsletter you will see the names of 41 students who had 100% attendance 
during the month of February. I would like to congratulate these students for leading the 
way and being at school every day. They will be recognised at our next assembly and 
acknowledged for their effort. 

Being at school and being on time is a crucial determining indicator in educational out-
comes for our students. There is no safe number of days for missing school and every day 
a child is aware negatively effects their educational outcomes.  

It is your responsibility as a parent to ensure that medical appointments, haircuts and 
swimming lessons etc. are made outside of school hours. If an absence is unavoidable, a 
written note, or Compass entry, detailing the reason for the absence needs to be provided 
to the school.  

Our next Attendance Challenge will take place in the month of May, where we will be run-
ning a competition to see which grade has the highest attendance rate! 

Chaplain 

I would like to welcome our new Chaplain, John Harper, who has 
commenced work here at school on a Monday and Thursday. John 
has worked as a chaplain for a number of years in various roles, in-
cluding with the CFA. John was also a well-being officer at a primary 
school in Moe and is presently working at an aged-care facility in 
Traralgon as a pastoral care practitioner. John originally came from 
Ontario, Canada and has been in Australia for over 6 years, recently 
calling Willow Grove his home. He looks forward to being a part of 
our Willow Grove Primary School community and forming strong re-
lationships with students, parents, staff and the wider community. 
Please make yourself known to John and, once again, we welcome 
him to our fantastic school. 

School Assemblies 

Our assemblies are held each Friday afternoon in our library space and last approximately 
25-30 minutes. They are used to discuss and promote our school’s expectations with our 
student and parent community as well as recognise and celebrate student achievement. 
They are organised and run by our student leaders of the school and are a way of ensuring 
their leadership skills are continuing to be developed. Attending assemblies are a great 
way to stay informed about our school’s programs and strategic direction, we would love 
for you to be a part of these if you are available.  

Have a great week. 

Anthony Wilson 

 Thank you to Lauren Hill, Lisa Strong, Laura Bowles and Kylie 
Baker for generously offering their time to assist at our Sports 
Day. Your support is much appreciated. 

 Thank you to Katie Grima, Hayley Boothman, Kristy Williams, 
Sarah Marino and Simon & Kate Fiddelaers for volunteering their 
time and giving feedback at our Parent Forum as part of our 
School Review. 

 Thank you to Mark Wilms, our School Council President, for 
taking three days out of his busy schedule to be part of our 
School Review Panel. 

Principal’s Report 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win

Student Achievements 
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Congratulations to Grade 5/6 who had the highest attendance for February. Enjoy 
your ‘Attendance Challenge’ reward. 
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February Attendance Challenge 

Congratulations to the following students who were at school 
each day during the month of February 

Georgia Ball 
Ebony Blackshaw 

Lily Blackshaw 
Blake Boothman 
Mason Boothman 

Angus Bowles 
Teagan Dikkenberg 
Addison Donoghue 
Ebony Fiddelaers 

Emerson Fiddelaers 
Alex Gillies 
Nina Gillies 

Isabella Grima 
Jacob Grima 

Brodie Hill 
Emma Hill 

Angus James 
Troy Jarvis 
Erica Kay 

Mikayla Kay 
Abby Lee 

Lucas Mackenlay 
Sam Mackenlay 
Acacia Marino 
Matilda Marino 

Ben M. 
Sofia Mether 

Xavier Mether 
Elisandra Mirams 

James Mirams 
Abbey O. 
Kasey O. 

Lilly Parton 
Hamish Phoenix 

Taylor Riley 
Laityn Riley-Ross 

Ella Robinson 
Dhirra Slade 

Rumour Van Der Stoep 
Ryan Wakefield 

Darcy Walsh 

We all want our students to 

get a great education and 

the building blocks for a 

great education begins with 

students coming to school 

each and every day 

Date Prep/1 Grade 2-4 Grade 5-6 

Feb 94.0% 95.1% 96.7% 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 

P A G E  5   

Willow Grove Primary School is celebrating National Ride2School Day. 
 
Students are encouraged to ride their bikes and scooters to school. Students participating 
must be wearing a helmet (even those riding scooters) and follow all road rules.  
 
Mrs McCartney will be walking along the bike track beginning at the Davies Rd Intersec-
tion for anyone that wants to ride their bike with her. She will leave the intersection at 
8:30am. Students are welcome to join the journey along the way. Parents are also wel-
come to join in.  
 
All bikes and scooters should be stored at the bike shelter. Helmets can be left on bikes. 
Bikes are not to be ridden in the school.  
Please make arrangements for your child to get their bike home at the end of the day.  
 
If you have any questions, please speak to Mrs McCartney. 
 

 

Working Bees at Willow Grove Primary School operated successfully 
over a number of years because of the time and expertise generously 
donated by volunteers like you! They involve families coming together 
to complete projects that enhance the environment in which our chil-
dren can learn, play and grow, and which otherwise would have to be 
outsourced at great cost. In addition to improvement pro-
jects, Working Bees also include regular tasks to keep the school tidy, 
such as painting, weeding, sweeping and other necessary maintenance 
tasks. It’s a great opportunity for families and children to meet in a dif-
ferent social setting, as well as contributing to improvements and care 
of the school.  

We will be having a working bee on Monday, 13
th
 April commencing at 9:30am to get a 

number of jobs completed. We will be making up a list of jobs and any tools required to 
complete the jobs and placing a list outside the office so that parents, families and com-
munity members can sign up and help on the day. This list will go up on Monday, 10

th
 

March. If you have any questions about the day, please come in and see us here at 
school. 

So sign up, pack your gloves, brooms and any tools needed and volunteer to help 

at our Working Bee! Whether it’s just one hour or more, Willow Grove Primary 

School needs your help. 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

National Ride2School Day 

Working Bee – Monday 13th April – 9:30am 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 

P A G E  6   
 

On Friday the 6
th
 of March, our whole school, Prep – Grade 6 will be involved in the annu-

al Tanjil Valley Athletics Sports. Participation and Teamwork is the aim of the day! Please 
see the information below on how the day will be structured.   

Please note that parents are asked to drop off their child/children at the Joe Carmody Ath-
letics Track. Students do not attend school on this day. Could all parents please have their 
children at the track by 8:50 am and that the children assemble in our school area upon 
arrival. We need to mark attendance rolls as early as possible. Please note that the school 
bus will not operate on this day.   

WHAT TO BRING 

All the children need to wear their school uniform (with comfortable runners), a substantial 
lunch, snacks, plenty of water and sunscreen. Camp chairs and picnic blankets are also a 
very good idea for any adults attending but not necessary.  

BAD WEATHER 

We are expecting the possibility of bad weather. In the event of a lot of rain over night or if 
very wet weather is expected on the day, the Sports may be postponed. Such a decision 
will be made early on the morning of the event and an announcement will be made to our 
school community via SMS service and our Facebook Page.  

INDOOR RECREATION CENTRE KIOSK 

Please note that no student will be allowed to leave the Athletics Arena to go to the Rec 
Centre Kiosk to buy food, drink or lollies etc. All children are expected to bring all food, 
drink, etc for the day with them. 

Parents may wish to buy food for their children from the kiosk, but we ask that the kiosk be 
out of bounds for all children and that they do not leave the arena. In the interest of know-
ing where all the children are at all times no exceptions to this rule will be made. When not 
competing, all students should be in the school designated area. 

There will be a BBQ operating on the day which has been organised by Narracan Primary 
School. The running of the BBQ will rotate between schools from year to year. 

JUNIOR PROGRAM 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Tanjil Valley Whole School Athletics Sports 

TIMES 5-6 YEARS 7 YEARS 8 YEARS 

9:30 – 9:50 Egg and Spoon Sprints Long Jump 

9:50 – 10:10 Long Jump Hockey Dribble Shot Put 

10:10 – 10:30 Junior Hurdles Discus Sprints 

10:30 – 10:50 Toilet Break Junior Hurdles High Jump 

10:50 – 11:10 High Jump Toilet Break Junior Hurdles 

11:10 – 11:30 Discus Long Jump Hockey Dribble 

11:30 – 11:50 Snack Break Snack Break Snack Break 

11:50 – 12:10 Hockey Dribble High Jump Toilet Break 

12:10 – 12:30 Sprints Shot Put Egg and Spoon 

12:30 – 12:50 Junior Shuttle Runs Junior Shuttle Runs Junior Shuttle Runs 

12:50 – 1:10 Shot Put Egg and Spoon Discus 

1:10 - 1:30 Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break 

1:30 - 1:50 Watching Relays Watching relays Watching relays 

1:50 – 2:00 Novelty Events Novelty Events Novelty Events 

2:00 – 2:15 Presentation Cere-
mony 

Presentation Cere-
mony 

Presentation Cere-
mony 
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 
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SENIOR PROGRAM 

Parents should arrive at the track by 2:15pm to collect their child/children. Please sign 

your child out with their classroom teacher before departing the venue. 

Last Friday at our School Assembly our Student 

Leaders were presented with their name badges. 

Pictured top Right: School Captains Xavier Me-

ther and Dylan Van Der Stoep. 

Pictured Below from left: 

Heidi Cumming—Teamwork Values Captain 

Ella Robinson—Sports Captain 

Lily Parton—Resilience Values Captain 

Keegan Wilms—Community Values Captain 

Nina Gillies—Respect Values Captain 

Ryan Vosper—Bus Captain 

Darcy Walsh—Sports Captain 

Xavier Mether—School Captain 

Dylan Van Der Stoep—School Captain 
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Tanjil Valley Whole School Athletics Sports 

TIMES 9 YEARS 10 YEARS 11 YEARS 12+ YEARS 

9:10 – 9:30 1500m 1500m 1500m 1500m 

9:30 - 9:50 Shot Put Discus High Jump Toilet Break 

9:50 - 10:10 Discus Toilet Break Toilet Break High Jump 

10:10 – 10:30 Long Jump Shot Put 100m 100m 

10:30 – 10:50 100m 100m Shot Put Long Jump 

10:50 – 11:10 High Jump Long Jump Discus Shot Put 

11:10 – 11:30 200m 200m 200m 200m 

11:30 – 11:50 Snack Break Snack Break Snack Break Snack Break 

11:50 – 12:10 Toilet Break High Jump Long Jump Discus 

12:10 – 12:30 80m hurdles 80m hurdles Triple Jump Triple Jump 

12:30 – 12:50 Triple Jump Triple Jump 80m hurdles 80m hurdles 

12:50 – 1:10 800m 800m 800m 800m 

1:10-1:30 Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break Lunch Break 

1:30 – 1:50 4x100m relays 4x100m relays 4x100m relays 4x100m relays 

1:50 – 2:00 Novelty Events Novelty Events Novelty Events Novelty Events 

2:00 – 2:15 Presentation Cere-
mony 

Presentation Cere-
mony 

Presentation Cere-
mony 

Presentation Cere-
mony 

2020 Student Leaders 
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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Japanese Drumming 



 

ROSTER 
 FRIDAY 

21st February 
Pauline B. 

FRIDAY 
28th February 

Lisa W. 

  

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-
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Applications are now open for the 2020 Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund (CSEF). Eligible families may receive $125 per primary school 
aged child, paid to the school to assist with the costs of camps, excur-
sions and sporting events. Families who hold a current Health Care 
Card may be eligible for the scheme. Applications are open until early 
June 2020.   
 

Application forms were emailed to families in February. If you applied for CSEF in 2019 at 
Willow Grove Primary School, you do not need to complete a new application form – un-
less your circumstances have changed. If you are new to Willow Grove Primary School in 
2020, or did not apply in 2019, you must complete an application form. 
 
If you are unsure if you are eligible, or need a paper copy of the application form, please 
see Cindy at the office.  
 

Our annual footy tipping competition commences 
next month.  
 

It only costs $25.00 to join with great weekly and end 
of year prizes. The more participants we get, the bet-
ter the prize money!  
 

Our footy tipping competition raises funds to subsidise the cost to families of our Grade 6 
Graduation Camp held at the end of each year. 
 

If you would like to enter, please complete your details on the slip below and drop it into 
the school office with your entry fee payment. 
 

If you have any queries, please see Michelle. 

 

FOOTY TIPPING 2020 
 
NAME:……………………………………………………… 
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Footy Tipping 2020 

Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

 
ROSTER 

 FRIDAY 
6th March 

No Lunch 
Orders 

FRIDAY 
13th March 

Kate M. 

  



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-
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In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of ed-
ucational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too, we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days each term. This means 
your child’s regular classroom teacher will be replaced by a casual relief teacher on the 
dates listed below: 
 

Mrs. Seccombe will have her day on Thursday, 19th of March. 
Mrs. Abbott will have her day on Wednesday, 25th of March.  

 
The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the class-
room. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their profes-
sional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning experience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst your child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. 
Please note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who 
are sick, on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that enhance 
their capacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Anthony Wilson 
Principal 
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Professional Practice Days  
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