
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

Grade 3-6 return to school 
Last week, with much enthusiasm, we wel-
comed back our Grade 3-6 students to the 
school and finally, after 77 days, we were all 
back together. It has been fantastic seeing eve-
ryone interacting and relationships beings re-
established since remote learning commenced 
in March. Routines in the classroom and expec-
tations in the yard have quickly re-commenced 
and students have been excellent in the way 
they have been frequently washing hands 
throughout the day.  

It seems unusual at this time to be thinking 
about school holidays but they are certainly fast 
approaching, with the final day for Term 2 being 
Friday 26th June. It will be great for families to 
be able to enjoy some time together at home 
and not have to concern themselves with up-
coming remote learning as was the case last 
holidays.  

Work at school during holidays 
During the school holidays, the following works 
will be undertaken: 
 29th June – Asphalting around the entrance 

and car park area will have some minor re-
pairs carried out; 

 1
st 

July – Line marking will take place on the 
basketball court and car park lines will be 
placed in the car park area; 

 1st July – Air conditioners and gas heaters 
will be serviced; 

 1st July – Building gutters will be cleaned. 

Room changes 
At the end of Term 2 and before the commence-
ment of Term 3, the Grade 3/4 class will return 
to the administration building next to the Grade 
5/6 class.  We have been providing as much 
space as possible for each of our classes 
(including moving Japanese to the Art room), 
but it is now time our Grade 3/4 students feel 
that they have a true ‘home’ in the school and 
that Japanese and MARC Van return to their 
original room. I would like to thanks Mrs Abbott, 
Mrs Seccombe and Mrs James for being ex-
tremely flexible by accommodating the change 
of classrooms on return of students from remote 
learning. Also, well done to the students for un-
derstanding the changes that were necessary 
and adapting so well to these changes. 

Have a great week. 

Anthony Wilson 

Willow Grove School and Community Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 20  :  ISSUE 12 17TH JUNE 2020 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

Principal’s Report 

PHONE: 03 5635 2271 EMAIL: willow.grove.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

2020 JUNE 

26 Student Reports Issued 
Last Day of Term 2—Early Dismissal Time of 2pm 

2020 JULY 

13 First Day of Term 3 

2020 AUGUST 

7 Grade 5/6 Tree Planting Day 

18 Buildings & Grounds Meeting—7pm 
School Council Meeting—7:30pm 

28 Prep 2021 Enrolment Forms Due 

TERM DATES 2020/2021 

Term 2  14th April to 26th June 

Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept 

Term 4 5th Oct to 18th Dec 

Term 1 27th Jan (teachers start) 
to 1st April 

 After School Care continues to operate 
each school day. We encourage families to 
contact the office if they would like to use this 
service. 

 There will be no Brekky Club or Lunch Or-
ders for the remainder of Term 2 . 

 Due to COVID-19 restrictions parents and 
community members are asked to refrain 
from entering the school grounds during 
school times unless to collect a child from the 
office, or by prior arrangement. 

 Curriculum days for the remainder of 2020 
have been confirmed as: 2nd & 4th of No-
vember (either side of Melbourne Cup Day), 
and 7th of December. 

 Student Semester 1 Reports will be availa-
ble on Compass on 26th June after 3pm. 

 The last day of Term 2 is next Friday, 26th 
June with an early dismissal time of 2pm. 

 Don’t forget to search for and like our Official 
Facebook Page to stay up to date with 

what is happening at school. 

Reminders & Notices 
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I would like to thank everyone who filled in our ‘Return to School’ surveys that we admin-
istered through Survey Monkey. I have attached the results with the questions and feed-
back comments below. 96% of respondents reported a positive response to each ques-
tion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. I am happy with communication from school and my child's classroom teacher around 
my child's return to school? 
2. I am happy with support from school and my child's classroom teacher around my 
child's return to school? 
3. I am pleased with the overall transition back to school for my child? 
 
Feedback Comments from the Survey 
  
“A letter/phone call/note from the teacher, especially for the grade 1s who have changed 
teacher since remote learning started. It would be nice to hear from the new teacher es-
pecially for parents who have not had this teacher before” 
 
“No, happy with our return to school” 
 
“Not that I can think of. I think it was great to have staff out the front to greet children and 
welcome them back as they were dropped off” 
 
“I think they did a great job” 
 
“Everything was well communicated and preparation was great. No feedback - just thank 
you for your support during these unusual times” 
 
“None” 
 
“If the classes had stayed in the same structure as before with the same teachers” 
 
“School are doing really well and we are happy” 
 
“We are happy with all the information given to us” 
 
“For me, the return had no challenges (so far) so I can't really talk to the need for im-
provements. I know others have found it more difficult so perhaps reiterating that parents 
can communicate with the school about their individual circumstances/child's feelings 
would be good? Great job by you all though.” 
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Last week, a letter was sent home regarding changes to Semester 1 2020 Student Re-
ports. While our school has continued to deliver its teaching and learning program, and 
monitored the achievement and progress of each student, there have been some un-
precedented changes to our usual program due to COVID-19.   

We know it is vital to involve students and their parents/carers in learning which includes 
providing reports on student learning. We will be providing a written report for the parent/
carer of each of our students and the reports will include information on student achieve-
ment for each curriculum area taught. However, there are some changes from our usual 
Semester 1 reports.   

Student reports for Semester 1 2020 will include: 

 a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 taught; 

 comments regarding student learning achievement, based on the Victorian Curricu-
lum F-10 for the subject areas taught; 

 a comment on how the student has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning envi-
ronment. 

Willow Grove Primary School will not be including teacher judgements and a five-point 
scale due to the unprecedented changes to our program due to COVID-19. This change 
is for Semester 1, 2020 only and we will return to our usual reporting format in Semester 
2, 2020. 

 
 
 

On Tuesday 16
th
 June, we received an update that school camps can reopen from 21

st
 

June. Further advice and health and safety precautions for camp operators and schools 
will be provided later this week about the precautions, but will include advice about: 

 sleeping arrangements; 

 hygiene practices and cleaning of facilities;  

 physical distancing among adults; 

 camp operators undertaking risk assessments and planning;  

 the involvement of parent volunteers.  
 
Once this advice becomes available, the school will be able to make a more informed 
decision regarding the possibility of our Grade 3/4 camp going ahead in August. We will 
keep families updated as more information comes to hand. 
 

 
 
 

As part of returning to face to face teaching and learning, extended 
cleaning has been occurring during the day, with a focus on high-
touch surfaces. Through the extra funding allocated to school for 
cleaning during Term 2 and Term 3, Marg has been able to do this 
extra cleaning throughout the school day. The areas have included, 
but not been limited to:  

 high-touch surfaces (including all entry and exit points, shared surfaces including 
chairs and desks, benchtops, hand sanitising units, drinking troughs and fountains) 

 bathrooms (including toilets, washbasins, soap dispensers) 

 classroom waste bins  

 high-touch areas in playgrounds  
 
If you have any questions regarding any of the return to school changes, please do not 
hesitate to call the school to discuss your concerns. 
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Additional Cleaning 

Grade 3/4 Camp Update 



 

 

While the sharing of food in schools has always had some restrictions based on hygiene 
and allergy requirements,  the Department of Education have now implemented further 
restrictions due to COVID-19. Under the Departments ‘Return to school Operations 
Guide Term 2 2020’ issued to all schools in May, schools have been advised to ensure 
there is no sharing of food when students return from remote learning. As such, we ask 
parents to continue to provide a packed lunch for their child/ren each day, and a named 
drink bottle filled with water.  

 
Unfortunately this means birthday celebrations are also affected. Students are cur-
rently not allowed to bring cakes or food from home (including cupcakes) to share in 
class. However, parents may purchase pre-packaged individually wrapped items 
(such as 12 pack of Freddo Frogs) to be given to the teacher. The teacher can then 
distribute these to the class after sanitising. We will notify our parents and school 
community as soon as these additional measures are removed. 
 

 

The Northern Mobile Library will be visiting Willow Grove on 
25th June (then every 2nd Thursday)  parking outside Wil-
low Grove Primary school from 9:30am until 1:00 pm. 
 
Library staff have requested all students and community members to return their Mobile 
Library books on 25th June where possible. 
 
The Mobile Library will have restricted access due to Covid Regulations. Patrons need to 
order items online, if possible, through the click and collect system or library staff can se-
lect items for you on the day. 
  
For further Information please phone the Mobile Library on 0408595296 or support cen-
ter on 56222849. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To the parents and grandparents of our students who have shown gratitude to our 
staff for their hard work during remote-learning and transition back to school. Your 
kind words and gifts help create a positive environment at school at a time when 
uncertainty can dampen everyone's spirits. 

 To our school and wider community for showing understanding and changing their 
routines to accommodate the additional restrictions regarding access to the school 
grounds and buildings. We know we are not able to embrace our school value of 
community in our usual fashion, but we endeavour to support each other in new 
ways during this time. 
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Mobile Library Return Date—25th June 



 

 

As many are aware, our Chaplain John is also the Chaplain at a nursing home in Traral-
gon. During remote learning, through our classroom teachers, John was able to organise 
and connect our students with the elderly residents where he works. A report on this was 
published in a recent edition of Scripture Union Newsletters, featuring some of the cards 
from our students. The article is attached below.  
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Heidi D. 
Archer S. 
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Campfire Building with Phil from Woorabinda 



 

Community News 

Hill End Junior Football Club News 
 

If further restrictions are being lifted by the government and AFL on 21 June we are hoping to 
commence training for all juniors on Wednesday 24 June. Time will be confirmed closer to 
date as restrictions could potentially change from what they are currently. Glenn Fozard has 
very kindly raised his hand to be a COVID-19 health safety officer. Registration will be free for 
the 2020 season.  
 
To assist us in confirming numbers for training can you please register all players by 24 June 
on the clubs website hillendjuniorfc@hotmail.com. Please note you will not be able to train 
without registration.  
 
We are still in discussion with the league as to what the season and competition will look like. 
The league has asked all clubs to discuss and provide ideas as to how a competition may look. 
We have a league meeting on 22 June to further discuss and plan. 
 
We are extremely excited at the prospect of being able to bring community back together 
through some fun and love of football.  
 
This is a very unique situation we find ourselves in. We thank you for your patience and hope 
to see as many players as we can register to play this unique 2020 season - Go Hills 

NORTHERN MOBILE LIBRARY 

RETURNING TO  

WILLOW GROVE 

 

25TH JUNE 2020 
 

The Mobile Library will have restricted 
access due to Covid Regulations.  

 
Patrons need to order items online, if 

possible, through the click and collect 
system or library staff can select 

items for you on the day. 
  

For further Information please phone 
the Mobile Library on 0408595296 or 

support center on 56222849. 
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