
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 Friday Feb 12th – Welcome BBQ & Respectful Relationships Parent 
Information Evening – Our Welcome BBQ is an annual casual event not 
to be missed. More details below. This will start at 6.00pm.  

 Each Wednesday during February is a Prep Rest Day. Grade 1’s attend 
school as normal. The first full week for Prep students starts on Monday 
the 1st of March.  

 HATS – our SunSmart policy states that hats need to be worn between the 
months of September and April. All new Prep students and students arriv-
ing at Willow Grove for the first time receive their first hat for free. Other-
wise, school hats can be purchased at the school office for $10.  

 School Lunch Orders commencement date for 2021 yet to be decided. 

 
 

 

 Bus Travellers have been sent updated information for the 2021 
school year. 

 Information & Participation Forms for Guitar Lessons in 2021 were distrib-
uted to each family via Compass last week. If you wish your child to partici-
pate, please return the form to school by Monday, 8th February. 

 Breakfast Club – Expression of Interest Form has been sent home with 
the eldest child in each family. If your child is wanting to attend Brekky 
Club or you can assist by volunteering, please return the form to the office 
by Friday, 5th February. We will then go through the list and look at starting 
the program the week of February 15th.  

 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular form of 

communication that we use with our families and broader            

Willow Grove School and  

Community Newsletter 
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TERM 1 2021 

 3rd February - Prep Rest Day 

 10th February—Prep Rest Day 

 12th February—Welcome BBQ 

& Respectful Relationships Parent 

Information Session 

 16th February—Building & 

Grounds Meeting—7pm 

 16th February—School Council 

Meeting—7:30pm 

 17th February—Prep Parent/

Teacher Interviews 

 17th February—Prep Rest Day 

 24th February—Prep Rest Day 

 26th February—Gr 3-6 Quantum 

Excursion 

 5th March—Whole School Ath-

letics Carnival 

 8th March—Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 12th March—Ride to School Day 

 12th March—National Day of 
Action Against Bullying & Vio-

lence 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 3rd May - School Photos 

 8th-11th June—Grade 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

 17th-19th November—Grade 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI 
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No Brekky Club 
or Lunches this 
week 

2 
MARC Van 
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Prep Rest Day 
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No Brekky Club 
or Lunches this 
week 

9 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

10 
Prep Rest Day 
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Welcome BBQ & 
RR Session—6pm 

February 2021 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 21  :  ISSUE 01 3RD FEBRUARY 2021 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 1 27th Jan (teachers start) 
to 1st April 

Term 2  19th April to 25th June 

Term 3 12th July to 17th Sept 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Notices Sent Home 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Welcome 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back students and families for the start of 
the 2021 school year,  as well as welcoming new students and families to our school. At 
our welcome morning tea on Monday morning, it was great to have the opportunity to chat 
with parents including a number of new families. Our students have settled back into the 
routines of school extremely well and our Prep students are already beginning to under-
stand the different routines of school days. I would like to thank families for the respect they 
have shown as they have entered the school grounds during this week ensuring that social 
distancing has been maintained. It has been fantastic to have our families back in the 
school and we appreciate their support. 
 
Each week through our school newsletter, you will be able to stay up-to-date with important 
information and events that occur throughout the school year. The newsletter will be 
emailed each Wednesday afternoon with hard copies available from the school office or the 
Willow Grove General Store. Please take the time to read through the newsletter and keep 
informed of any events and happenings at Willow Grove Primary School.  
 
Our annual ‘Welcome BBQ and Parent Information Session’ is coming up on Friday the 
12

th
 of February, commencing at 6pm. This is a great opportunity for all of our school com-

munity to get together and have a great time in a relaxed social setting. All you need to do 
is bring along your drinks, a picnic blanket, chairs, bikes, scooters and skateboards. The 
BBQ will be prepared for you!  
 
This year, we will be providing information to families around Respectful Relationships and 
what this looks like in our school setting. If you choose to attend the information session, 
which will go for about 20 minutes, your children will be supervised out in the yard by staff 
and the BBQ will be fired up ready for children and adults to eat. In the past children have 
brought their bikes, scooters and skateboards. Please note that helmets will need to be 
worn. The BBQ is a relaxed evening for all of our students, their parents and our staff. It is 
certainly not to be missed and a great way to start the year.   
 

Breakfast Club 
On Monday, an Expressions of interest was sent home to families for Breakfast Club. We 
would ask that if you are wanting your child to participate in Breakfast Club, please com-
plete this form with your preferred days to help us with organising the days that are most 
suitable to families. If you would like to volunteer to help with Breakfast Club, your assis-
tance would be much appreciated as the more volunteers we have the more days we are 
able to run Breakfast Club. 
 

2021 Term Dates 

TERM 1 – ends 1
st
 April 

TERM 2 – 19
th
 April – 25

th
 June 

TERM 3 – 12
th
 July – 17

th
 September 

TERM 4 – 4
th
 October – 17

th
 December  

At this stage, Pupil-Free Days for Terms 2 & 3 are yet to be confirmed. Once these dates 

are known, we will notify families through the newsletter so that you can plan accordingly. 

Term 4 Pupil-Free Day will be on Monday 2
nd

 November.  

Principal’s Report 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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2021 Staff  
 
Specialist Teacher: Mrs Alison Abbott (Visual Arts: Monday, Japanese: Tuesday and 
Physical Education: Wednesday) – students to receive 1 hr per week of each. 
 
Literacy and Library: Ms Kim James – Tuesday, students to receive 1 hour per week. 
 
Grade Prep – Mrs Sharon McCartney. 
Grade 1/2—Mrs Helen Trickett. 
Grade 3/4 – Mrs Anne-Marie Seccombe. 
Grade 5/6 – Mr Justin Woodroffe. 
 
MiniLit: Mrs Michelle Byrne. 
 
Business Manager: Ms Cindy Walker (Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday) – Newsletters to 
be published on Wednesdays.   
 
Principal: Mr Anthony Wilson. 
 
Outside School Hours Care: Mr Lochie Francis, Mr Daniel Board and Miss Grace Wil-
son. 
 
Willow Grove Primary School also provides an affordable after school care service, operat-
ing Monday to Friday from 3.15pm – 5.30pm. Parents can use this service on a casual or 
regular basis. Please contact the office to find out more information or to collect an enrol-
ment form.  
 
Have a great week, 
 
Anthony Wilson 

 

 
 

 

 On behalf of our school council, thank you to our families for your sup-
port of our School Uniform Policy. It was a pleasure to start the school year 
seeing the large majority of students in school uniform. Please contact the 
school if you require financial assistance or support with the purchasing of 
school uniform items and continue to ensure that your child wears the uni-
form endorsed by your school council. 
 

 Thank you to Foodbank Victoria for their grant that allows our Break-
fast Club to operate in 2021, it is really appreciated. 

Principal’s Report Continued 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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A warm welcome to our class of 2021 Preps – pictured below on their first day of 
Primary School!  
 
Back Row: Myah Downie, Taya, Jackson Milroy, Beau Dyall, Laityn Riley-Ross (Grade 1). 

Middle Row: Harper Kovac, Stanley Haughton, Heath Osborne, Aleara Reavley, Joel Garratt.  

Front Row: Tommy Mynard, Tayla Barnes, Braxton Francis-Vugs, Jimmy Gray, Ollie Bowles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst our Prep students start their primary school education, our Grade 6’s are be-

ginning their last year. Pictured below are our Class of 2021 in their Grade 6 Polo 

tops. Thanks to Kate Mether for organising these and to the Fundraising Committee 

for subsidising part of the cost.  

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Special Welcomes for 2021 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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At Willow Grove Primary School we want to ensure that communication around your 
child’s achievement and development is clear, concise and accurate for families. General 
Performance Achievement, or GPAs will continue in 2021.The GPA will be issued twice 
each term via Compass with the first one being at the beginning of March (February GPA). 
GPAs look at the areas of: 
 Attendance; 
 Homework; 
 Effort; 
 organisation and independence; 
 classroom behaviour; 
 playground behaviour; 
 school values (Respect, resilience, teamwork and community).  
 
Further to this, we have a number of formal reporting practices which keep parents in-
formed about their child’s progress at school as outlined in the table below. If you have 
any questions regarding our schools student reporting, please see Anthony.     
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Student Reporting 

Term 1 
  

Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Parent Teacher appointments (Requested individually, as required) 
  

Individual Learning Plans and Student support Group Meetings (If Required for some students with 
special or additional learning needs) 

  

Student Assessment 
Days 
  
Welcome BBQ and 
Parent Information 
Night 
  
Formal Parent / 
Teacher / Student 
Interviews – Prep 
Students only 
  
GPA reports issued 
in February and 
March 

  
Student Led Confer-
ences using Golden 
Folders 
  

GPA reports issued 
in May and June 
  
Progression Point 
Summary of Achieve-
ment against Victori-
an Curriculum Stand-
ards 

  
  
 
  

GPA reports issued 
in August and Sep-
tember 
  
Student Led Confer-
ence using Golden 
Folders 
  

GPA reports issued in 
November and Decem-
ber 
  
Progression Point Sum-
mary of Achievement 
against Victorian Curricu-
lum Standards 
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Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
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guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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The reality is , being at school and on time each and every day makes a BIG differ-
ence to your child’s academic outcomes. At Willow Grove Primary School we want 
to ensure that our students attend school on a daily basis. Every day at school 
counts.  
 
Did you know that the month of February is only a few months of the school year 
that falls completely within the school term. That’s why this February we are run-
ning an attendance challenge! Your goal is simple, to turn up to school every day in 
the month of February. We will be running different attendance challenges through-
out the year, so keep your eye posted on our newsletter.  
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February  
Attendance Challenge 

MARC Van News 
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See print all around them 
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long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
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Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information 
for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. 
 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement titled ‘DET Prima-
ry School Collection Statement, found on our website http://
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/ . 

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. 
This information also available in nine community languages . 
 

A reminder to our families that the Education Department does not carry insurance for ac-
cidental injury to or damage to property of student or members of the public.  
 
Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/
ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured stu-
dents, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other 
transport costs. E.g if your child fell from the play equipment and breaks an arm, parents 
cover all medical costs incurred.  
 
Private property brought to school by students or visitors is also not insured. This includes 
technology, bikes, toys, sports equipment etc. and the Department does not accept any 
responsibility for any loss or damage. 
 

 
 
 

A reminder to families to view our Parent Payment Arrangements for 2021 as approved by 
School Council in Term 4 of 2020. This document outlines fees the school will charge fam-
ilies for in 2021, how they can be paid, and financial support available to families experi-
encing financial hardship. 
 
Our school’s Parent Payment Arrangements should be read in conjunction with the De-
partment’s Parent Payment Policy. Both documents are available via the school’s website 
at:http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/ . 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Annual Privacy Reminder 

Student Accident Insurance, Ambulance Cover Arrangements and  

Private Property Brought to School 

Parent Payment Arrangements for 2021 

Matilda M. 
Laityn R. 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/


 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 
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The start of the school year is always a time when there is lots of information to absorb 
and take in, especially if you are new to our school community. We trust that you find the 
information below a helpful snap-shot into the day-to-day operations of our school, making 
the start of the school year as smooth as possible for you and your child/ren.  
 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch via phone, email or in person if you have any ques-
tions or would like to find out more information about a certain topic.  
 
School Council – later this month, we elect new parent members to our School Council 
and so we are seeking volunteers for parent positions in 2021. It is a great group to belong 
to and very rewarding, especially if you want to understand how our school works, have 
input into decision making and represent parent views and ideas. Keep your eye out on 
the newsletter for more information.  
 
Assembly – held 2:45pm each Friday afternoon. Our assemblies last approximately 
30 minutes and are used to discuss and promote our school’s expectations with our stu-
dent and parent community as well as to acknowledge and celebrate student achieve-
ment. They are a great way to stay informed about our school’s programs and strategic 
direction. Assemblies are conducted in our library space. Due to Covid restrictions these 
are limited to students and staff only at this time. 
 
Parent Payment Arrangements 2021 – information on Parent Payment charges were 
sent home late last year. A copy of our Parent Payment Arrangements for 2021 is availa-
ble on our website at: http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/. Payments to the 
school can be made by cash or cheque at the office or use the BPay facility. Cindy is in 
the office each Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. If you are experiencing financial difficul-
ty, please contact the school to discuss options available to you. 
 

Some families may also be eligible to access the Victorian Government’s Camps, Sports 
and Excursions Fund. The CSEF provides payment of $125 to the school for use to-
wards camps and excursions. To be eligible you will need a current Health Care card. Ap-
plication forms are available at the office.  
 

Office Reminders 
 

 Absences: Schooling is compulsory for children aged between 6 to 17 years. 
We encourage punctual on time attendance at all times. If however, your child is absent 
from school due to injury or illness, then it is important that you let the school know and 
provide an explanation of their absence. Parents can notify the school via a Compass Ab-
sence entry or by providing a written note. Our school rolls are legal documents 
and information needs to be recorded accurately.  
 

 Late Arrivals and Early Departures: Parents of students arriving late or leav-
ing early are required to come to the office and record the arrival/departure time and the 
reason via the EdPass Ipad located at Reception. Please also ensure you inform your 
child’s classroom teacher, myself or Cindy of the arrival or departure. 
 

 Visitors: When anyone, a parent (excluding student drop off ’s or pick up’s), vol-

unteer or tradesman comes to school to complete a task or help out, they are required to 

sign in via the Edpass Ipad located at Reception and print and wear a visitor label. For ex-

ample: if you are completing lunch orders, reading in the classroom or having a meeting 

with a staff member, you will need to sign in. 
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Sun Smart Policy 
  

Willow Grove is a sun smart school. When students are outside from September to April, 
they will need to be wearing an approved school hat. Children who do not have an appro-
priate school approved hat, will be asked to sit and play in the undercover area near the 
Latrobe Building. Sunscreen is also available to students or you are welcome to provide 
your own. 
  
Outside School Hours Care 
 

After School Care is available Monday to Friday from 3.15pm – 5.30pm. It is great to see 
the program being used. If you need to enrol your child in the service, please let Anthony 
or Cindy know. Remember that it can be used occasionally and you do not need to have a 
permanent booking. 
  
Car Park and Bus Safety  
 

It is very important that we utilise our drop off and pick up zone out the front of the school 
in a safe manner. Please make sure that under no circumstances students walk in front of 
the bus to go to their car. Students, even if accompanied by an adult, need to walk around 
the back of the bus to go to their car. Car Park safety is everyone’s responsibility, please 
take care! 
 
Nude Food Program 
 

Willow Grove Primary continues to promote and participate in the Nude Food program. 
The Nude Food Program, aims to reduce waste and helps keep the school litter and rub-
bish free by promoting food that is not wrapped in disposable packaging.  
 
Children will be asked to unwrap their playlunch in the classroom before the go outside to 
play. If they have play lunch such as loose chips in a wrapper, they will be asked to eat 
inside before they go outside. For example, a packet of chips cannot be emptied into a 
hand or put into a pocket. Children will need to consume these types of snacks on the 
steps to the Latrobe Building before they head off for recess.  
 
We also encourage parents to think healthy when packing lunches so that children have a 
wide selection of nutritious foods.  
 
1. Children are allowed to eat play lunches outside when it is not wrapped in packaging 
such as glad wrap etc. Food that can be stripped ‘Nude’ or food in plastic containers can 
be taken outside.  
 

2. Fruit can be taken outside. 
 

3. Children with wrapped food will need to eat their snacks on the steps to the Latrobe 
Building, making sure all rubbish is placed in the bin.  
 

4. Children eat lunches inside, from 1.30-1.40pm every day. Children are always given 
time to eat lunch. Students who have not finished with a reasonable time frame will be 
asked to finish their lunch outside on the steps to the Latrobe Building.  
 
Lunch Orders – lunch orders are available one day per week, and will be communicated 
to families via the newsletter. Lunch orders are organised by our Fundraising Committee 
who rely on parent volunteers. Please speak to Kate Mether or speak to any staff member 
if you are able to help with lunch orders. 
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