
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 Student Led Conferences (SLC’s) will be taking place on the Wednes-
day, 31st March from 3:30pm and Thursday, 1st April from 9:00am. Book-
ings can be made via Compass. Further details are included later in this 
newsletter. 

 Normal Classes for Term 1 end for students next Wednesday, 31st March 
at 3:15pm. Our student leaders will also run our annual Easter Tabloid 
Sports on this day. Students may wear casual clothing suitable for 
school and sporting events.  

 After School Care will not operate on Thursday, 1st of April. 

 

 

 SLC Information and Booking Instructions were emailed home to fam-
ilies last Friday, 19th March. 

 Information regarding the introduction of CompassPay and CompassTix 
were emailed home to families yesterday, 23rd March. 

 WGPS BBQ Lunchies will be taking place on Wednesday, 31st March. 
Information on how to order and pay via CompassTix was sent home today 
and is also included later in this newsletter. 

 
Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular form of 

communication that we use with our families and broader            
school community. 
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TERM 1 2021 

 31st March—Easter Sports Day 

 31st March—WGPS Lunchies 

 31st March—Term 1 Classes End 

for Students at 3:15pm 

 31st March—Student Led Con-

ferences 3:30pm—6:00pm 

 1st April—Student Led Confer-

ences 9:00am—1:00pm 

 1st April—Term 1 Ends for Staff 

DATES BEYOND TERM 1 

 19th April—First Day Term 2 

 3rd May - School Photos 

 11th May—21st May—NAPLAN 

Testing Period 

 24th May—Student Free Day—

Staff First Aid Training 

 8th-11th June—Grade 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

 17th-19th November—Grade 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 
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Brekky Club 
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MARC Van 
 
 
 
 

31 
Brekky Club 
Easter Sports Day 
WGPS Lunchies 
Term 1 Classes End for 
Students—3:15pm 
SLC’s—3:30-6:00pm 

01 

SLC’s—9:00am—
1:00pm 
Term 1 Ends for 
Staff 
 

02 
Good Friday 

March 2021 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 21  :  ISSUE 08 24TH MARCH 2021 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 1 27th Jan (teachers start) 
to 1st April 

Term 2  19th April to 25th June 

Term 3 12th July to 17th Sept 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Notices Sent Home 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Respectful Relationships 
 
It was great to see so many people at our recent Welcome BBQ and Respectful Relation-
ships Information Night. It was an opportunity for people to meet together informally and 
catch up with one another, their child’s classroom teacher and simply spend some quality 
time with one another. This night also provided an opportunity to communicate to parents 
about Respectful Relationships and provide an opportunity for them to ask questions, view 
the curriculum and gain a greater understanding on what their child/ren is/are being taught 
in the classroom. It was great to see 18 family representatives at the session and engage 
with the principles of Respectful Relationships. A big thanks to Kate Fiddelaers, Michelle 
Byrne and Justin Woodroffe for their input leading up to the night and also in the session. 
 
We all have a shared responsibility for ensuring that we uphold our values and vision in our 
day to day interactions with each other and I am committed to ensuring that everyone in 
our school community is treated with respect, fairness and dignity. This is particularly im-
portant where there are concerns or sensitive matters to be raised, or where we think that 
particular issues should be responded to or handled differently.  
 
As a close knit and committed school community, our strength comes from our relation-
ships with one another, and I am so proud of the way our students, parents and carers con-
tribute to the positivity of our school environment in a supportive and collegiate way.   
  
Ride2School and Action against Bullying and Violence 
 
On Friday 19

th
 March, our students participated in the walk/ride to school day and the Na-

tional Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence. It is fantastic when, through fun activi-
ties and events, our students are able to gain a greater understanding into events and cir-
cumstances that are affecting their world today. Our students dressed in orange and partic-
ipated in sessions in their class during the week and on the day. Special thanks to our stu-
dent leaders and Mrs McCartney for organising the day and meeting at Davey Road for the 
walk/ride to school. Below is a photo of our students dressed in orange at assembly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope that you are having a great week. 
 
Anthony Wilson 
 

Principal’s Report 
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Student Achievements 

P A G E  3   

 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 

P A G E  4   
 

 

We are pleased to invite parents to our Student Led Conferences for Term 1, 2021. Student Led 
Conferences (SLC’s) occur in Terms 1 and 3 each year. SLC’s are our way to report student pro-
gress, achievement and areas for future improvement to parents.  
 
SLC’s will allow you as parents the opportunity to engage with your child/ren about their progress, 
giving you a greater understanding of your child’s achievement, strengths and future learning 
goals.  
 
SLC’s run for 20 minutes each and are available for booking via Compass. The following days and 
times are available for booking: 
 

 Wednesday 31st March  
 3.30pm – 6.00pm  

 Thursday 1st April 
 9am – 1pm  

 
Students attend school for their appointment only during these times, and should be accompanied 
by their parent/carer. 
 
The Compass booking process is outlined below, but if you have any questions or issues, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 5635 2271 for assistance.  
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A few weeks ago, we received a very generous donation of books from Moe Lions Club to 
distribute to students, with the option for students being to keep these books at home. 
With assistance from Mrs. McCartney, our student leaders spent their own time going 
through these books and sorting them into reading-ability groups. Last Wednesday, stu-
dents then had the opportunity to select 1 or more books at recess and lunch to take 
home, again something that was organised by our students. Below are some images of 
students selecting a book of interest to take home. 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Ride2School Day Photos 

Books4Kids 
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To celebrate the end of Term 1 our Fundraising Committee are holding a BBQ Lunchies 
Fundraiser on the Wednesday, 31

st
 March. 

This will be our first fundraiser using CompassTix as the ordering and payment platform. 
 
Please click on the below link to place your online order. 
https://compasstix.com/e/totvxyj2h9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 You can place an order for all your children in the one transaction. 
 During the ‘checkout’ process you will be asked to breakdown your order by child and 

class. 
 Orders can be placed on most devices including your smartphone or home computer. 

Please note, internet explorer is not supported. Google Chrome is recommended. 
 Orders must be placed by the end of Monday, 29

th
 March. 

 
If you wish to place a cash order, please order and pay at the school office by Monday, 
29

th
 March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our parents who 
walked, rode or helped children cross 
roads on our ride2school day. 
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