
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 School Photos will be taking place this coming Monday, 3rd May from 
9:00am sharp. Please ensure students arrive at school on time and in cor-
rect uniform on this day. Photo ordering instructions are included in this 
newsletter and are also available via Compass News. 

 Our annual Mother’s Day Stall will be taking place next Friday, 7th May. 
Orders need to be placed by 9am Thursday, 6th May. Information and or-
dering instructions are included later in this newsletter. 

 School Lunch Orders are recommencing, starting next Friday, 7th 
May. Information regarding the new ordering format will be emailed home 
later this week. 

 Scholastic Book Club orders need to be placed by Thursday, 6th May. 

 Grade 5/6 Coonawarra Camp forms need to be returned by Tuesday, 
25th May. Full camp payment must be received by Friday, 4th June unless 
an alternate payment arrangement has been made. 

 

 

 State School’s Relief Prep CSEF Uniform Package 2021 information 
and order forms were sent home to families of Prep students who were 
eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund in 2021 today. 

 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular form of 

communication that we use with our families and broader            
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TERM 2 2021 

 3rd May - School Photos 

 7th May—Mother’s Day Stall 

 11th May—21st May—NAPLAN 

Testing Period 

 18th May—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—WGPS—9am 

 18th May—Buildings & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 18th May—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 24th May—Student Free Day—

Staff First Aid Training 

 8th-11th June—Grade 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

 14th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 15th June—Buildings & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 15th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 17th June—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—WG Hotel—7pm 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 17th-19th November—Grade 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 
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Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 21  :  ISSUE 11 28TH APRIL 2021 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 2  19th April to 25th June 

Term 3 12th July to 17th Sept 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 8th April 

Notices Sent Home 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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AtoSS 
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and qual-
ity instruction, and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.  
 

The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Train-
ing to assist our school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience 
of school. Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their 
school, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and life in general.  
Students from Year 4 to Year 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will 
complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey 
tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Your child has 
the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.  
 

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is 
an assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes 
only. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identi-
fication data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confi-
dentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times. 
 

This year the Attitudes to School Survey will be conducted at our school on Tuesday 4
th
 

May. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's 
class time. 
 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the 
survey period. All survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students 
only so that no individual student can be identified. Data suppression rules are used for 
schools with low student numbers per year level. 
 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: https://
www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey 
 
NAPLAN 
As previously communicated with families, this year NAPLAN testing will be occurring be-
tween Tuesday 11

th
 May and Friday 21

st
 May. NAPLAN occurs each year for Year 3 and 

Year 5 students and covers reading, writing, conventions of language and numeracy. Once 
received, the data provides both individual student feedback and whole-school feedback 
around these four areas of learning. The four assessment days will be completed during 
the first hour of the day (commencing at 9am) so please ensure, as usual, your child is 
here at school on time.   
 
Observations 
This week as part of our staff professional development, observations will be taking place 
across each classroom. These formal observations will be undertaken by Helen Trickett 
and Anthony Wilson with the observation focus developed in collaboration between the 
classroom teacher and the observer. Each classroom teacher and observer will work col-
laboratively in the following manner: 
 Develop an agreed point-of-focus to be observed around writing and have a pre-

observation conversation on Tuesday 27
th
 April; 

 Classroom teacher will then undergo their classroom observation on Friday 30
th
 April; 

 Staff will then have a post-observation conversation with points of strength and points 
for consideration for implementing into their teaching practice; 

 This process will be repeated early term 3 and term 4.  
 
If you have any questions about anything listed above, or any other matter occurring at 
school, please do not hesitate to make contact. Have a great week. 
 
Anthony Wilson 
 

Principal’s Report 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey
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News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
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standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
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Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
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Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
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Can you help? 

News from Ann 
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There are things you can do with your child to build and maintain their wellbeing. Most of 
them are short, fun and require very few materials. The focus this week is on 
‘Understanding Emotions’ which helps your child to understand themselves and other peo-
ple. We can understand emotions by recognising, expressing and managing emotions as 
well as building empathy and self-awareness. Here are some activities that you might like 
to try at home. 
 
  Foundation               Grade 1/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
    Grade 3/4 

 

 

  

       Grade 5/6 
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Respectful Relationships 
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To celebrate Mother’s Day our Fundraising Committee will be holding our annual Mother’s 
Day Stall next Friday, 7th May. 
 
As in previous years our Fundraising Committee have selected an assortment of beautiful 
quality gift packs for students to choose from. The cost is $15 per gift pack with orders 
needing to be placed by 9am Thursday, 6th May. 
 
Gifts cannot be selected ahead of time, but students with siblings will get to visit the stall 
together to ensure a variety of gifts are available if multiple gifts have been purchased. 
 
We will again be using CompassTix as the ordering and payment platform for this fund-
raiser. If you would like this gift to be a surprise for your Mum, or other special person, 
please get another responsible adult in your household to place the on-line order as a 
short description of each gift has been included on the website. 
 
Please click on the below link to place your online order. 
https://compasstix.com/e/9se3iy1zel   
Or visit compasstix.com and search for ‘WGPS Mother’s Day Stall’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 You can place two gift orders in the one transaction. 
 During the ‘checkout’ process you will be asked to breakdown your order by child and 

class. 
 Orders can be placed on most devices including your smartphone or home computer. 

Please note, internet explorer is not supported. Google Chrome is recommended. 
 You do not need to print tickets for this event. 
 Orders must be placed by 9am Thursday, 6

th
 May. 

 
If you wish to place a cash order, please order and pay at the school office by 9am on 
Thursday, 6

th
 May. 
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Mother’s Day Stall—7th May  

https://compasstix.com/e/9se3iy1zel
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Thank you to our school captains Heidi Cumming and Dhiira Slade and their parents for 
their attendance and representation of our school at the ANZAC Day Service at Willow 
Grove on Sunday, 25th April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured below is our school’s ANZAC Day ‘Avenue of Honour’ displayed on the front 
fence in Tribute to the Servicemen and Servicewomen connected to the Willow Grove 
community who served in past or present conflicts. 

 

 

Thank you to our volunteers for the work they 

have been doing in our school; listening to chil-

dren read, spelling words assistance, grounds 

maintenance and fundraising event coordina-

tion. The work you do in our school is very 

much appreciated. 
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The preferred method of ordering is online. If you wish to pay by cash please request a 
school photo order envelope from the school office. 



 

Community News 


