
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 School Lunch Orders for this Friday, 14th May can be placed via 
CompassTix until 9am on the day. Please see the link later in this newslet-
ter. 

 Grade 6 students must return their Application for Year 7 Placement 2022 
Form by this Friday, 14th May. 

 Prep students who were eligible for the State School’s Relief Prep CSEF 
Uniform Package 2021 are encouraged to return their order form to 
school by this Friday, 14th May. 

 P.E. this week will be on Friday, 14th May. Specialist classes will re-
turn to their normal schedule next week when Mrs Abbott returns. 

 Grade 5/6 Coonawarra Camp forms need to be returned by Tuesday, 
25th May. Full camp payment must be received by Friday, 4th June unless 
an alternate payment arrangement has been made. 

 
 
 

 

 Last week information was sent home to all families regarding our Early 
Years Koorie Literacy and Numeracy Program that commenced last 
Friday, 7th May. 

 Last week each family should have received a copy of their child’s enrol-
ment record held at our school via email. Please review this infor-
mation and email any updates/corrections to Cindy at: cin-
dy.walker@education.vic.gov.au by Friday, 28th May. 

 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular form of 

communication that we use with our families and broader            
school community. 
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TERM 2 2021 

 11th May—21st May—NAPLAN 

Testing Period 

 18th May—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—WGPS—9am 

 18th May—Buildings & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 18th May—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 24th May—Student Free Day—

Staff First Aid Training 

 8th-11th June—Grade 5/6 Coona-

warra Camp 

 14th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 15th June—Buildings & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 15th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 17th June—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—WG Hotel—7pm 

 24th June—Semester 1 Student 

Reports Issued 

 25th June—Last Day Term 2—

Early Dismissal—1:30pm 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 17th-19th November—Grade 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 
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11 
MARC Van 
 
 
 
NAPLAN 

12 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
NAPLAN 

13 
Brekky Club 
 
Mobile Library 
 
NAPLAN 

14 
Brekky Club 
 
Lunch Orders 

17 
 
 

18 
MARC Van 
Fundraising Meet-
ing—9am 
B&G Meeting—7pm 
SC Meeting—7:30pm 

19 
Brekky Club 
 
 
 
NAPLAN 

20 

Brekky Club 
 

21 
Brekky Club  
 
Lasagna Lunchies  

May 2021 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 21  :  ISSUE 13 12TH MAY 2021 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 2  19th April to 25th June 

Term 3 12th July to 17th Sept 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 8th April 

Notices Sent Home 

mailto:cindy.walker@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:cindy.walker@education.vic.gov.au


 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) 

At the end of 2019, as a school we were successful in gaining Bronze (or Tier 1) accredita-
tion as part of School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS). Over the last 18 months, 
this has been embedded across the school, culminating in regional recognition of the work 
the school had done during the challenges of 2020. As a school, we have now commenced 
work on gaining our Silver (or Tier 2) accreditation, with the goal of achieving this by the 
end of 2022. There is a lot of work to be completed in the next 12 months to see this goal 
fulfilled but, with the leadership of Justin Woodroffe and support from all staff, we believe 
this is realistic and achievable. 

Pupil-Free Day 

Monday 24
th
 May will be our next Pupil-Free Day with all staff participating in First Aid 

Training for the whole day. It is a Department of Education requirement that all staff com-
plete this training and we appreciate the support and understanding from our families in ar-
ranging alternate care for their children on this day if required. 

Lights 

Over the April school holidays, we had new LED lights fitted throughout all classrooms and 
office space in the school. This has been a goal of the school to reduce electricity costs 
and also our environmental impact with the previous use of inefficient fluorescent lighting. 
These LEDs have been fitted at no cost to the school and have improved the quality of 
lighting in each classroom. We are extremely grateful for the government subsidy program 
that has enabled this to be done throughout our school. 

NAPLAN 

This week our students commenced the annual NAPLAN assessment for Year 3 and Year 
5 students. Our students have currently completed the writing test and over the course of 
the next week will complete their reading, language conventions (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and numeracy. These tests provide the school and parents with an under-
standing of how individual students are performing at the time of the tests. NAPLAN tests 
are one aspect of our school’s assessment and do not replace the extensive, ongoing as-
sessments made by our teachers around each student’s performance. 

If you have any questions about anything listed above, or any other matter occurring at  
school, please do not hesitate to contact me. Have a great week. 

Anthony Wilson 

 

 

 
 
 Special thanks to Mr. Duck who has replaced Mrs Abbott for the last 4 weeks while 

she has enjoyed 4 weeks of Long Service Leave. We appreciate John stepping into 
this role and taking our Art and PE classes across the school. 

 Thanks to Kate Fiddelaers, Sarah Cumming and Kate Mether for running the Mother’s 
Day Stall last Friday. We hope our Mum’s enjoyed receiving their special gifts. 

 Thanks to Belle Dodd, Bryce Dodd and Lisa Wilms for their work in commencing 

school lunches last Friday.  

 Thanks also to the Fundraising Committee for adopting CompassTix as a platform for 

ordering and paying for lunches and other fundraising events. Hopefully, this option 

has made ordering easier for parents. 

Principal’s Report 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
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Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Win-

Student Achievements 
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The purpose of our attendance challenge is to promote school attendance, that is all stu-

dents being on time, each and every day. Attendance at school is directly linked to im-

proved academic outcomes. Students who attend school on time, each and every day, do 

better academically! The below leader board shows class attendance up until Wednesday 

12
th
 May. The Grade 5/6 Class is currently in the lead with the Grade 3/4 Class coming a 

very close second at this stage. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

W I L L O W  G R O V E  S C H O O L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

May Attendance Challenge—Classroom Competition 

Grade Prep/6 Buddies Program Update 

Prep Grade 1/2 Grade 3/4 Grade 5/6 

88.9% 89.8% 97.5% 97.9% 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
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this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
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dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
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Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
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which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
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Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
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We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
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Ten students from WGPS (7x Grade 6, 1x Grade 5, 2x Grade 4) were invited to participate 

in a ‘tabloid sports day’ run by the VCE students at Lowanna as part of their VCE studies. 

WGPS were one of 8 schools represented on the day. WGPS came an admirable 4
th
 out 

of 11 teams in the tabloid sports. The second half of the day was a handball competition 

which the students loved. We made it all the way to the Grand Final but unfortunately lost 

2-1 in ‘Golden Point’ extra time. The most pleasing part of the day was how fantastic all 

the students were at showing their values throughout day. RESPECT for the other teams. 

RESILIENCE in never giving up and giving everything a go. TEAMWORK: working amaz-

ingly well together. COMMUNITY: representing WGPS with pride. Well done to all stu-

dents who participated!!! 
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Lowanna Primary Sports Competition—7th May 



 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 
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others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
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pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
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Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
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Lego Masters Competition 
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Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
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this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
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games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
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Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
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Heidi C. 

ROSTER 
 FRIDAY 

14th May 
Sarah M. 

FRIDAY 
21st May 

Kate M. 

  

School Lunch Orders 

Online orders via CompassTix are preferred. To 
place an order for this Friday, 14th May follow this 
link: https://compasstix.com/e/6mby64esrw  or go 
to Compasstix.com and search for WGPS Lunch 
Orders 14/5/21. 

Alternatively cash orders can be placed at the 
school office. If paying by cash please provide cor-
rect change. 

Please Note: All lunch orders MUST be received 
by 9am on lunch order day. Late orders will not be 
accepted. 

NEW STUDENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Sophie Gray and her 
mother Leanne who have recently 

moved to the area. Sophie is in 
Grade 6 and is currently settling 

into the Grade 5/6 Classroom as-
sisted by Mr Woodroffe and our 

senior students. 

https://compasstix.com/e/6mby64esrw


 

Community News 


