
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

 

 

 This Monday, 14th June is the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday. The 
school will be closed on this day. 

 Please continue to support our school by selling raffle tickets in our ’winner 
takes all’ major prize fundraiser. More printed tickets can be obtained 
by contacting the school office, alternatively tickets can be purchased via 
CompassTix by following this link https://compasstix.com/e/yv4c4op2t8 or 
by visiting compasstix.com and searching for ‘WGPS Major Prize Raffle’. 
All sold and unsold printed tickets, along with monies collected, must be 
returned to school by next Friday, 18th June. 

 Buildings and Grounds and School Council Meetings will be held 
next Tuesday, 15th June at 7pm and 7:30pm respectively. Both Meetings 
will be held via Webex. 

 
 
 
 

Our Grade 5/6 students were 
excited to be departing for camp 

yesterday as shown in this     
picture 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to search for and like our Official Facebook Page to stay 
up-to date with what is happening at school. This is a popular form of 

communication that we use with our families and broader            
school community. 
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TERM 2 2021 

 14th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 15th June—Buildings & Grounds 

Meeting—7pm 

 15th June—School Council Meet-

ing—7:30pm 

 17th June—Fundraising Commit-

tee Meeting—WG Hotel—7pm 

 18th June—WGPS Major Prize 
Draw Raffle Tickets due back at 

School 

 24th June—Semester 1 Student 

Reports Issued 

 25th June—WGPS Major Prize 

Draw Raffle Drawn at WGPS 

 25th June—Last Day Term 2—

Early Dismissal—1:30pm 

DATES BEYOND TERM 2 

 14th September—School Produc-

tion 

 15th September—Student Free 

Day 

 17th-19th November—Grade 3/4 

Rumbug Camp 
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MARC Van 
Build & Grounds 
Meeting—7pm 
School Council 
Meeting—7:30pm 
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Fundraising Com-
mittee Meeting—
7pm at WG Hotel 

18 
 

June 2021 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

Like us on  

Reminders 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 21  :  ISSUE 16 9TH JUNE 2021 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 2  19th April to 25th June 

Term 3 12th July to 17th Sept 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 8th April 

Volunteers are currently 
not allowed in schools. As 
such there will be no Brek-

ky Club or Lunch Orders 
this week. We will notify 
you when this situation 

changes. 

https://compasstix.com/e/yv4c4op2t8


 

School Office Hours—Terms 3 & 4 

Congratulations 

 

 

 

News from Ann 

School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
Have opportunities to read and write  
Know that people expect them to read and write 
Are given choices about what they read and write 
Feel free to ‘have a go ‘ at reading  and writing (including  spelling) 
Are able to talk about their reading and writing 
Experience feelings of success 
Feel responsible for their own reading and writing 
Have confidence in their own ability 
Understand what reading, writing and learning can do for them 
We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter 

Student Achievements 
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Remote Learning and Return to School 
It was great last Friday to be able to welcome all students back to school following remote 
learning 4.0. Last week was, once again, a challenging time for students, parents and staff 
as many juggled their child’s learning as well as their own workplace responsibilities. Our 
students have returned well following remote learning but we do understand that some may 
be needing extra support at this time as they have become used to being at home. As par-
ents, we need to assure their return to school and other activities (as restrictions are 
eased) is positive and give them as much notice as possible when known changes are go-
ing to take place. 
  
Being honest with our children is also very important. We do not know if lockdown is going 
to happen again and we need to communicate this when they ask. As a school, we are 
making preparation for the ‘just in case’ scenario and need to be honest with our students. 
You too need to do the same. If you have concerns around your child’s social and emotion-
al wellbeing, then please let their classroom teacher know.  
  
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) 
The school has commenced the next part of its SWPBS journey as we endeavour to gain 
our Silver (or Tier 2) accreditation by the end of 2022. Both Justin and Anthony need to 
complete 6 modules around SWPBS and then take the learnings from these modules to 
develop our Action Plan. Justin completed these modules as Professional Development 
last week, and the Action Plan will be developed and submitted for approval by the end of 
Term 2. 
 
 
 
Respectful Relationships (RR) 
As part of embedding Respectful Relationships (RR) throughout 
our school community with targeted, explicit teaching, we have 
developed our Respectful Relationships board in the entrance to 
our school. This board will contain updated news, coming school 
and community events, student photos and other RR information. 
It has been painted bright orange by Michelle and put together by 
our Respectful Relationships Co-ordinator Justin.  
 
 
 
 
School Production 
This week our students began their auditions for the school production during recess on 
Monday. There was certainly an ‘air of excitement’ as they waited for their time to shine 
during their rehearsal. Our production will again be held at Lowanna College on 14

th
 Sep-

tember during the last week of term 3. There are lots of rehearsals to take place between 
now and then as well as arranging school timetables and specialist classes to ensure we 
balance student learning and production preparation during term 3. We will continue to pro-
vide regular information regarding how the production is progressing during the term. 
 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Anthony Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Report 
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School Working Bee—Saturday 

NAPLAN 

Parents play a major role in assisting and supporting their child to ac-
quire strong literacy skills. Literacy learning started when your child was 
born. Parents play a vital role as their children’s first literacy teachers. 
Consider all the things that children learn before school as they mix with 
others, observe what others do and try to do the same things. Much of 
this learning happens naturally and within a social context. Oral lan-
guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
dren to talk about and express their feelings and ideas. Provide experi-
ences that expand their concepts and vocabulary. Children do not al-
ways needs loads of money spent on them. Varied family outings, 
games inside and out, just pottering around with you as do jobs will ex-
pand their notion of the world. They will bring their knowledge and under-
standing of the world to their reading and writing. 
Literacy learning is a social experience because it depends on demon-
strations from, collaboration with, and continuous feedback and re-
sponse from, other people, it happens, at home and at school, when chil-
dren are surrounded by people who listen, talk, think, read and write. 
Children need to see the purposes for reading and writing. 

Here are some ideas for you to support your child 
develop literacy skills over the year levels. 
Share experiences (a picnic, camping, gardening, cooking, farming) 
which are then talked about at home 
Share books (especially stories) and talk about them with more experi-
enced readers 
Have plenty of books to handle and read 
See print all around them 
Have models of how people read and write 
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Are given choices about what they read and write 
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We need to work together, parents and teachers, to develop a part-
nership which will support our literacy learners and to ensure a life- 
long learning. As adults we know that literacy provides the keys to 
life. 
 

Can you help? 

News from Ann 

Winter School Sports Competition—AFL and Netball—revised date 

Student Achievements 
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guage is the foundation of learning to read to write. Encourage your chil-
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News from Ann 

Winter 
 
 

Congratulations to the Grade 5/6 Class who won our May Attendance Challenge. Fi-
nal results are shown in the below table. 

 

 
It is important that your child/ren do not have any unexplained absences. These are ab-
sences where we do not have the reason for the absence in writing. Next week we will 
send out letters to families who’s children have unexplained absences. Please fill out the 
form by explaining any absence and return it to school, or alternatively, login to Compass 
and add an approval note for any absence. You can check for any unexplained absences 
in Compass now and explain them by following the instructions below: 
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May Attendance Challenge 

Prep Grade 1/2 Grade 3/4 Grade 5/6 

91.9% 87.4% 93.9% 94.7% 

Attendance—Unexplained Absences 
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National Simultaneous Storytime- Each year in MAY a book is read simultaneously by children all 
around Australia and New Zealand. This year NASA astronaut Dr Shannon Walker read ‘Give me 
some Space!’ By Philip Bunting from the International Space Station.  Willow Grove students 
joined more than 1.6 million children by reading and celebrating this book. This fun event led us 
into making our own rockets.  Junior students created rocket kites, we had lots of fun flying them 
on the oval.  Senior students used their engineering skills to make a rocket and launched it via wind 
power, like all good scientists the students tried, modified, and re-tested their spacecraft. We will 
continue to investigate space books for the remainder of the term. 
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MARC Van Update 

Brayden B. 
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