
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

Welcome 

I would like to take this opportunity to wel-
come back students and families for the start 
of the year as well as welcoming new stu-
dents and families to the school. I would like 
to thank families for the respect they have 
shown as they have entered school during 
this week and ensured that social distancing 
has been maintained. It has been fantastic to 
have our families back in the school and we 
appreciate their support.  

Entering School Grounds 

Can I please remind everyone that to enter 
the school grounds you need to have received 
at least two COVID vaccinations and be wear-
ing a mask. Please be mindful that these rules 
have been put in place by the Department of 
Education and, as a school, it is our responsi-
bility to follow these rules. As parents, it is im-
portant that we set a positive example to our 
children and model positive behaviours to-
wards our school expectations. We do not 
have to like a rule to follow it and we expect 
all our school community to follow these rules 
and guidelines. The rules have been put in 
place to ensure a safe environment for all stu-
dents, staff and the wider school community 
and we know that respect will be shown to our 
staff at all times.  

Welcome BBQ and Parent Information 
Session 

Our annual Welcome BBQ has been post-
poned based on current Department of Edu-
cation COVIDSafe advice. We hope to be 
able to run this event later in the term. 

2022 Term Dates 

TERM 1 – 31st Jan – 8th April 

TERM 2 – 26th April – 24th June 

TERM 3 – 11th July – 16th September 

TERM 4 – 3rd October – 20th December  

At this stage, no Pupil-Free Days have been 
set for Term 2 and Term 3. Term 4 Pupil-Free 
Day will be on Monday 31st October. Once 
further dates are known, we will notify families 
through the newsletter so that you can plan 
accordingly.  

Have a great week. 

Anthony Wilson 

Willow Grove School and Community Newsletter 
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Principal’s Report 

PHONE: 03 5635 2271 EMAIL: willow.grove.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

2022 FEBRUARY 

2 Classes Commence—All Students 

9 Prep Rest Day 
MARC Van 

15 Buildings & Grounds Meeting—7pm 
School Council Meeting—7:30pm 

16 Prep Rest Day 
MARC Van 

21-25 Prep Interview Week 

23 Prep Rest Day 
MARC Van 

2022 MARCH 

11 Whole School Athletics Carnival 

14 Labour Day Public Holiday 

18 School Photo Day 

TERM DATES 2022 

Term 1 28th Jan (teachers start) 
to 8th April 

Term 2 26th Apr to 24th Jun 

Term 3 11th Jul to 16th Sep 

Term 4 3rd Oct to 20th Dec 

 

 

• Each Wednesday during February is a Prep 
Rest Day. Grade 1’s attend school as normal. 
The first full week for Prep students starts on 
Monday the 28th of February.  

• HATS – our SunSmart policy states that hats 
need to be worn between the months of Septem-
ber and April. All new Prep students and students 
arriving at Willow Grove for the first time receive 
their first hat for free. Otherwise, school hats can 
be purchased at the school office for $10.  

• Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT’s) - By the end of 
today (Wednesday) each child should have re-
ceived a pack of 5 RAT’s. Please contact the 
school if you have not received your allocation. 
For information regarding these tests please refer 
to the Covid Update email sent home on Monday, 
31st January. 

• Masks—Students in Grades 3-6 are required to 
wear a face mask indoors unless they have a 
lawful exemption. 

• Information regarding After School Care, Brek-
ky Club and School Bus Travel are included 
later in this newsletter. 

Reminders & Notices 



 

 
 

 

A warm welcome to our class of 2022 Preps – pictured below on their first day of 
Primary School!  
 

Back Row: Alexis L., Jack W., Jordan W., Raymond W., Heath M.,  

Middle Row: Logan K., Lockie M., Charlie W., Dylan P. 

Front Row: Harriet B., Mason P. 
 
 

Whilst our Prep students start their primary school education, our Grade 6’s are 

beginning their last year. Pictured below are our Class of 2022. 
 

Back Row: Sam M., Jensen V., Scarlett B., Abbey O., Rumour V., Cooper S. 

Front Row: Jack O., Abby L, Longan R., Troy J. 

Absent: Sofia M. 
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Later this week, an Expression of interest form will be sent home to families for Breakfast 
Club. If you are wanting your child to participate in Breakfast Club, please complete this 
form with your preferred days to help us with organising the most suitable days to run the 
program in 2022. If you would like to volunteer to help with Breakfast Club, your assis-
tance would be much appreciated as the more volunteers we have the more days we are 
able to run Breakfast Club. 

 

 
 

Bus Travellers were emailed updated information yesterday (Tuesday) for the 2022 
school year. This information will useful to those families who are new to the service, and 
serves as a reminder to those who are familiar with the service. Updated pick-up and 
drop-off times will be emailed home later this week, but are not expected to be much dif-
ferent to 2021. 
 

 
 
 

 

At Willow Grove Primary School we want to ensure that communication around your 
child’s achievement and development is clear, concise and accurate for families. General 
Performance Achievement, or GPAs will continue in 2022.The GPA will be issued twice 
each term via Compass with the first one being at the beginning of March (February 
GPA). GPAs look at the areas of: 
• Attendance; 
• Homework; 
• Effort; 
• organisation and independence; 
• classroom behaviour; 
• playground behaviour; 
• school values (Respect, resilience, teamwork and community).  
 
Further to this, we have a number of formal reporting practices which keep parents in-
formed about their child’s progress at school as outlined in the table below. If you have 
any questions regarding our schools student reporting, please email Anthony.     
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School Bus Information 

Student Reporting 

Term 1 
  

Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Parent Teacher appointments (Requested individually, as required) 
  

Individual Learning Plans and Student support Group Meetings (If Required for some students with 
special or additional learning needs) 

  

Student Assessment 
Days 
  
Welcome BBQ and 
Parent Information 
Night 
  
Formal Parent / 
Teacher / Student 
Interviews – Prep 
Students only 
  
GPA reports issued 
in February and 
March 

  
Student Led Confer-
ences using Golden 
Folders 
  

GPA reports issued 
in May and June 
  
Progression Point 
Summary of Achieve-
ment against Victori-
an Curriculum Stand-
ards 

  
  
 
  

GPA reports issued 
in August and Sep-
tember 
  
Student Led Confer-
ence using Golden 
Folders 
  

GPA reports issued in 
November and Decem-
ber 
  
Progression Point Sum-
mary of Achievement 
against Victorian Curricu-
lum Standards 

  
  



 

The reality is , being at school and on time each and every day makes a BIG differ-
ence to your child’s academic outcomes. At Willow Grove Primary School we want 
to ensure that our students attend school on a daily basis. Every day at school 
counts.  
 

Did you know that the month of February is only a few months of the school year 
that falls completely within the school term? That’s why this February we are run-
ning an attendance challenge! Your goal is simple, to turn up to school every day 
in the month of February. We will be running different attendance challenges 
throughout the year, so keep your eye posted on our newsletter.  
 
 
 

. 
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Attendance Challenge 

REMINDER—Specialist 
Classes For 2022 

 

TUESDAY—Japanese 

WEDNESDAY—Art & MARC Van 

THURSDAY—P.E. 
 

On P.E. days students should be wearing 
the appropriate school uniform for partic-
ipating in physical activities such as 
shorts, t-shirt, and runners. They are also 
encouraged to bring a drink bottle.    

• On behalf of our school council, thank-you to our 
families for your support of our School Uniform 
policy. It was a pleasure to start the school year 
seeing the large majority of students in school uni-
form. Please contact the school if you require fi-
nancial assistance or support with the purchasing 
of school uniform items and continue to ensure 
that your child wears the uniform endorsed by 
your school council. 

• Thank you to Foodbank Victoria for their grant 
that allows our Breakfast Club to operate in 2022, 
it is really appreciated. 



 

 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information 
for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Priva-
cy Policy. 
 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement titled ‘DET Pri-
mary School Collection Statement, found on our website http://
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/ . 

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for par-
ents. This information also available in ten community languages . 
 

 

A reminder to our families that the Education Department does not carry insurance for 
accidental injury to or damage to property of student or members of the public.  
 

Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/
ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other 
transport costs. E.g if your child fell from the play equipment and breaks an arm, parents 
cover all medical costs incurred.  
 

Private property brought to school by students or visitors is also not insured. This in-
cludes technology, bikes, toys, sports equipment etc. and the Department does not ac-
cept any responsibility for any loss or damage. 
 

 
 
 
 

A reminder to families to view our Parent Payment Arrangements for 2022 as approved 
by School Council in Term 4 of 2021. This document outlines financial contributions the 
school will request from families in 2022, how they can be paid, and financial support 
available to families experiencing financial hardship. 
 
Our school’s Parent Payment Arrangements should be read in conjunction with the De-
partment’s Parent Payment Policy. Both documents are available via the school’s web-
site at:http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/ . 

 
 
 

 
During the school year there are many occasions and events where staff may photo-
graph, film or record students participating in school activities and events. We do this for 
many reasons including to: celebrate student participation and achievement, showcase 
particular learning programs, document a student’s learning journey/camps/excursions/
sports events, communicate with our parents/carers and school community in newslet-
ters, assemblies, and on our school Facebook page.  
 

Parents and carers can withdraw consent for the school to use their child’s image at any 
time by completing the ‘Consent Form and Collection Notice’ (Opt-Out Form) contained 
within our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy which is available on 
our website at: http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/ 
 
 

If an Opt-Out Form is not received we assume you are happy to have your child’s image 
dealt with in the manner described in the above mentioned policy. 
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Parent Payment Arrangements for 2022 

Annual Privacy Reminder 

Student Accident Insurance, Ambulance Cover Arrangements and  

Private Property Brought to School 

Student Photographic, Filming & Recording Consent 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/
http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/


 

 
 

 

The start of the school year is always a time when there is lots of information to absorb 
and take in, especially if you are new to our school community. We trust that you find the 
information below a helpful snap-shot into the day-to-day operations of our school, mak-
ing the start of the school year as smooth as possible for you and your child/ren.  
 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch via phone, email or in person if you have any ques-
tions or would like to find out more information about a certain topic.  
 
School Council – later this month, we elect new parent members to our School Council 
and so we are seeking volunteers for parent positions in 2022. It is a great group to be-
long to and very rewarding, especially if you want to understand how our school works, 
have input into decision making and represent parent views and ideas. Keep your eye 
out on the newsletter for more information.  
 
Assembly – held 2:45pm each Friday afternoon. Our assemblies last approximately 
30 minutes and are used to discuss and promote our school’s expectations with our stu-
dent and parent community as well as to acknowledge and celebrate student achieve-
ment. They are a great way to stay informed about our school’s programs and strategic 
direction. Assemblies are conducted in our library space. Due to Covid restrictions pa-
rental attendance is not permitted at this time. 
 
Parent Payment Arrangements 2022 – A copy of our Parent Payment Arrangements 
for 2022 are available on our website at: http://www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au/policies/. 
Payments to the school can be made by CompassPay, BPay, direct deposit or by cash 
or cheque at the school office. Cindy is in the office each Tuesday, Wednesday and Fri-
day. If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please contact the school to discuss op-
tions available to you. 
 

Some families may also be eligible to access the Victorian Government’s Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund. The CSEF provides payment of $125 to the school for 
use towards camps and excursions. To be eligible you will need a current Health Care 
card. Application forms are available at the office.  
 

Office Reminders 
 

 Absences: Schooling is compulsory for children aged between 6 to 17 years. We 
encourage punctual on time attendance at all times. If however, your child is absent from 
school due to injury or illness, then it is important that you let the school know and pro-
vide an explanation of their absence. Parents can notify the school via a Compass Ab-
sence entry or by providing a written note. Our school rolls are legal documents and 
information needs to be recorded accurately.  
 

 Late Arrivals and Early Departures: Parents of students arriving late or leaving 
early are required to come to the office and record the arrival/departure time and the rea-
son via the EdPass Ipad located at Reception. Please also ensure you inform your child’s 
classroom teacher, or other member of staff of the arrival or departure. 
 

 Visitors: When anyone, a parent (excluding student drop off’s or pick up’s), vol-

unteer or tradesman comes to school to complete a task or help out, they are required to 

sign in via the Edpass Ipad located at Reception and print and wear a visitor label. For 

example: if you are completing lunch orders, reading in the classroom or having a meet-

ing with a staff member, you will need to sign in. 

 

. 
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Sun Smart Policy 
  

Willow Grove is a sun smart school. When students are outside from September to April, 
they will need to be wearing an approved school hat. Children who do not have an ap-
propriate school approved hat, will be asked to sit and play in the undercover area near 
the Latrobe Building. Sunscreen is also available to students or you are welcome to pro-
vide your own. 
  
Outside School Hours Care 
 

After School Care is available Monday to Friday from 3.15pm – 5.30pm on school days. 
It is great to see the program being used. If you need to enrol your child in the service, 
please let Anthony or Cindy know. Remember that it can be used occasionally and you 
do not need to have a permanent booking. 
  
Car Park and Bus Safety  
 

It is very important that we utilise our drop off and pick up zone out the front of the school 
in a safe manner. Please make sure that under no circumstances students walk in front 
of the bus to go to their car. Students, even if accompanied by an adult, need to walk 
around the back of the bus to go to their car. Car Park safety is everyone’s responsibility, 
please take care! 
 
Nude Food Program 
 

Willow Grove Primary continues to promote and participate in the Nude Food program. 
The Nude Food Program, aims to reduce waste and helps keep the school litter and rub-
bish free by promoting food that is not wrapped in disposable packaging.  
 
Children will be asked to unwrap their playlunch in the classroom before the go outside 
to play. If they have play lunch such as loose chips in a wrapper, they will be asked to 
eat inside before they go outside. For example, a packet of chips cannot be emptied into 
a hand or put into a pocket. Children will need to consume these types of snacks on the 
steps to the Latrobe Building before they head off for recess.  
 
We also encourage parents to think healthy when packing lunches so that children have 
a wide selection of nutritious foods.  
 
1. Children are allowed to eat play lunches outside when it is not wrapped in packaging 
such as glad wrap etc. Food that can be stripped ‘Nude’ or food in plastic containers can 
be taken outside.  
 

2. Fruit can be taken outside. 
 

3. Children with wrapped food will need to eat their snacks on the steps to the Latrobe 
Building, making sure all rubbish is placed in the bin.  
 

4. Children eat lunches inside, from 1.30-1.40pm every day. Children are always given 
time to eat lunch. Students who have not finished with a reasonable time frame will be 
asked to finish their lunch outside on the steps to the Latrobe Building.  
 
Lunch Orders – lunch orders are typically available one day per week, and will be com-
municated to families via the newsletter. Lunch orders are organised by our Fundraising 
Committee who rely on parent volunteers. Please speak to Cindy or any other staff mem-
ber if you are able to help with lunch orders. 
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Community News 

Matilda M. 
Laityn R. 

Addison D. 


