
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

My name is Karen Lanyon and I would like 
to introduce myself as the Acting Principal 
of Willow Grove Primary School for the re-
mainder of term two. I have spent the last 
30 plus years either teaching or as a Princi-
pal throughout various locations in Gipps-
land and I am currently employed by the 
Department of Education to manage the Tu-
tor Learning initiative and other programs. 
 

I have been at Willow Grove Primary School 
for the past few weeks and have enjoyed 
meeting many families and your children. I 
must say that the students here are very 
welcoming as are the staff and I have thor-
oughly enjoyed learning the “ropes” here. 
One of my roles is to work with some Grade 
3 & 4 students as part of the tutor learning 
Initiative where I have been assisting with 
Numeracy skills. Feel free to pop in and say 
hello if you are on site or need to make an 
appointment with me. 
 

I am planning to start a lunchtime veggie 
gardening club and have “recruited” some of 
our Values captains to assist. Looking for-
ward to getting my hands “dirty” and grow-
ing some veggies. 
 

School Council 
I would like to officially introduce our parent 
member School Councillors for 2022: Simon 
Fiddelaers (President), Brooke Donoghue, 
Leah Mether, Ross Gillies, Cate Haughton, 
Katie Grima, Sarah Cumming and Ben 
Cumming. Parent members have important 
view points and valuable skills that help 
shape the direction of the school. We thank 
our parent members for volunteering their 
time to influence the quality of education 
provided at Willow Grove Primary School. 
 

Last week School Council met in person for 
the first time this year where I was able to 
provide a staffing update and other infor-
mation to support us in our governance role. 
Buildings and grounds have a few projects 
that will be undertaken and I will provide up-
dates as they become available. 
 
Karen Lanyon 

Acting Principal 
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2022 MAY 

25 LV Division Cross Country—Selected Students 

26 Mobile Library 

2022 JUNE 

1 MARC Van 

8 MARC Van 

9 Mobile Library 

13 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

15 LV Division Winter Sports—Selected Students 
from Gr 3-6 

21 Buildings & Grounds Meeting—7pm 
School Council Meeting—7:30pm 

23 Semester 1 Student Reports Issued via Compass 

24 Last Day Term 2—Early Dismissal at 1:30pm 
After School Care Operates 1:30-3:30pm 

TERM DATES 2022/2023 

Term 2 26th Apr to 24th Jun 

Term 3 11th Jul to 16th Sep 

Term 4 3rd Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 27th Jan (teachers start) 
to 6th April 

 

 

• School Photos were sent home with students 
yesterday. If you have not received your photos, 
please check your child’s bag before contacting 
the school. 

• Last week students in Grade 3/4 received an 
Expression of Interest Form for the Sovereign 
Hill Camp due to take place in July. Please 
complete the form and return it to school by this 
Friday, 27th May. 

• Reminder—Any student enrolment details 
updates need to be emailed to Cindy by this 
Friday, 27th May. 

• Students in Grades 1-6 will be having P.E. 
on Wednesdays with Sporting Schools from 
1st—22nd June. These students will need to 
wear their runners on this day instead of Thurs-
day. 

• Rapid Tests—Another round of Rapid Tests 
will be sent home later this week with the eldest 
child in each family. 

Reminders & Notices 
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P A G E  3  Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea—WGPS 

Angus J. 
Myah D. 

Election Day Bake Sale Fundraiser 
The Election Day Bake Sale was a great 
success with Willow Grove Primary 
School, Kinder and Playgroup raising a 
combined total of $1,920. Thank you to all 
the families who donated goods to the stall 
and helped out on the day. Thank you also 
to the Willow Grove community who sup-
ported the school, kinder and playgroup by 
making purchases from the stall. A couple 
of photos of the stall are shown right be-
fore all the tasty treats were sold! 

NAPLAN Update 
During the last few weeks our Grade 3 & 5 students 
undertook NAPLAN testing in both Literacy and Nu-
meracy. All progressed extremely smoothly and I 
wish to thank Anne-Marie Seccombe as our 
NAPLAN co-ordinator for all her work. Given this 
year all schools completed their NAPLAN on-line it 
seemed to go very well. Once we receive NAPLAN 
results, later in the year, as a school, we will look at 
the data and use this to guide our future teaching 
and learning. The data provides many insights into 
our students and their learning. 



 

 
 
 

 

In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the 
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of 
educational services or changing the way we teach. 
 
The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and im-
prove the skills of our teachers. 
 
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, 
passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to 
meet the needs of their students. 
 
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our 
teachers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for 
our teacher workforce.  
 
Teachers will spend eight days per year further developing their skills in areas that are 
aligned to the school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in 
their daily learning. 
 
At Willow Grove Primary School, our teachers will be taking time to improve their delivery 
of teaching and learning through the professional practice days (PPD) in weeks 7 and 8 
of this term. This means that on one day over the next few weeks your child’s regular 
classroom teacher will be replaced by another teacher.  
 

• Grade 5/6 - Ms. Judith Bishop will have her day on Friday 10
th
 June and will be re-

placed by Mr John Duck. 

• Grade 3/4 - Mrs. Anne-Marie Seccombe will have her day on Friday, 10
th
 June and 

will be replaced by Ms. Irene Taylor. 

• Grade 1/2 - Mrs. Helen Trickett will have her day on Thursday 9
th
 June and will be re-

placed by Ms. Irene Taylor. 

• Grade P/1 - Mrs. Sharon McCartney will have her day on Friday, 17
th
 June and will be 

replaced by Ms. Jill Cheek. 

• Specialist - Mrs. Alison Abbott will have her day on Thursday, 9
th
 June and will be re-

placed by Mr. John Duck. 
 

The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 
2017. Each full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus 
on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
 
We know children sometimes find it challenging when their teacher is away from the 
classroom. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their 
professional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning ex-
perience.  
 
We have scheduled the days ahead of time and have planned accordingly to ensure that 
whilst your child’s normal classroom teacher is away, learning will continue as normal. 
Please note that this is also the case when teachers are sick, caring for their family who 
are sick, on leave or attending other professional development opportunities that en-
hance their capacity and contribute to our school’s improvement goals.  
 
If you have any questions about the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Karen Lanyon via the school office.  
 
 
 
 

P A G E  4  Professional Practice Days 



 

Community News 

Lowanna Sports Academy expression of interest for Years 7-12 for 2023, are now open 

and can be found here: https://forms.office.com/r/ZKZhGWat5N  

 

For more information or any questions please email sportsacademy@lowanna.vic.edu.au or 

visit our website: https://www.lowanna.vic.edu.au/lowanna-sports-academy/  

 

Any further information please contact Mr Chandler at Lowanna College on 51279200. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FZKZhGWat5N&data=05%7C01%7Cwillow.grove.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cac277e7cdf2b4069c70d08da3d58b141%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637889748402404597%7CUnkn


 



 


