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Dear families, 

We are now at the tail end of Term 2, and 
winter has well and truly set in. Staff are no-
ticing a lot of students still wearing clothing 
more suited to warmer weather. We would 
strongly encourage students to be wearing 
warm clothing, and bringing along a jacket 
to wear in the yard. If your family are experi-
encing difficulty providing appropriate cloth-
ing for your children, please do not hesitate 
to speak to any member of staff for assis-
tance. 

New Staff Members: 
We are excited to announce that we have 2 
new education support staff members join-
ing our team. Kamille has started today, and 
Ange will begin in Term 3. We believe that 
our new staff will be a valuable asset to our 
school and be able to provide additional 
support for our 3-6 students. 

Prep – 2 Class Teacher: 
Due to the ongoing teacher shortage, we 
did not fill the advertised classroom teacher 
position for our junior class. We are current-
ly in negotiations to secure Miss Traynor for 
the role when she returns from her trip. I 
would like to be as transparent as possible 
about the “behind the scenes” work going 
on with regards to staffing this year. As 
soon as we are able to confirm the arrange-
ments, we will announce this to families via 
Compass. We are working to minimise dis-
ruptions to learning as much as possible 
and are grateful for the support of our 
school community. 

Works at School in the Holidays: 
We are having some works done in the 
school over the school holidays. We would 
advise parents/ carers to supervise any chil-
dren using the school grounds during this 
time as it will be a work site and may not be 
safe for play. Please be advised that the 
school buildings will not be accessible, even 
if open during the holidays.   

Have a safe and restful break, 

Tamara Halket 
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2023 JUNE 

15 Lunch Order Day 

20 Building & Grounds Meeting—7pm 
School Council Meeting—7:30pm 

21 Semester 1 Student Reports Issued via Compass 
Lunch Order Forms Due—12pm 
No MARC Van 

22 Lunch Order Day 
Mobile Library 

23 Last Day Term 2—Early Dismissal at 1:30pm 

2023 JULY 

10 First Day Term 3 

21 Student Free Day—Staff PD 

TERM DATES 2023/2024 

Term 2 24th Apr to 23rd Jun 

Term 3 10th Jul to 15th Sep 

Term 4 2nd Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start)  
to 28th Mar 

 

 

• Semester 1 Student Reports will be issued on 
Wednesday, 21st June via Compass. Instructions 
on how to view reports via Compass are included 
later in this newsletter. 

• Unexplained absence letters were issued to 
families last week. If your child received a letter 
please follow the instructions included later in this 
newsletter. 

• Movie Opt-Out Forms for 2023 were emailed 
home last Friday via Compass. Parents who do 
not want their child to watch end of term G/PG 
rated movies need to return the form by Monday, 
19th June. 

• Our school end of term ‘Lunchies’ has been-
cancelled due to restricted access to our staff 
room kitchen. Thursday Willow on Main Store 
lunch orders will operate as usual. 

• The last day of Term 2 is Friday, 23rd June. 
Early Dismissal time of 1:30pm. 

• After School Care will run from 1:30pm to 
3:30pm on the last day of term. Please book via 
the Xplor Home App. 

Reminders & Notices 
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We have been learning about animals. Last week we paired up and re-
searched an animal. We had to find out what a group of those animals 

was called, also, the male, female, and baby names. 
This is what we found out… 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perimeter 
 

Over the past few weeks, the Grade 3/4 students have been investigating 
the mathematical concept of Perimeter. After gaining an understanding that 
perimeter is the distance around a shape they started to apply their 
knowledge to using this in everyday lives. The children were given the task of 
creating their own house and putting in some furniture. This will then be used 
to calculate perimeter and area and to apply different tasks relevant to their 
house design.  
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Grade 3/4 News 

Animal male female baby group 

owl buck doe owlet parliament 

crocodile bull cow hatchling In water: float 
On land: bask 

peacock peacock peahen peachick pride 

Tasmanian 
devil 

male female joey They are soli-
tary animals and 
don’t have a 
group name 

lion lion lioness cub pride 

giraffe bull cow calf tower 

turtle turtle turtle hatchling Bale, dole, 
nest 

tiger tiger tigress cub streak 

wolf papa She-wolf pup pack 

cheetah cheetah She-
cheetah 

cub Coalition 
  

goat billy nanny kid Tribe, trip, 
flock, herd 

leopard leopard leopardess cub leap 



 

• Thank you to the Klein Family for donating the 
bread for the Athletics Day BBQ Fundraiser. 

• Thank you to all of the volunteers who assist-
ed with the smooth running of the Tanjil Val-
ley Athletic Sports Day. 

• Thank you to the Cumming family for collect-
ing and disposing of the unwanted old school 
furniture. 

 

Last Wednesday, all the Year 5 and 6 students, along with a few Year 4 students, travelled 
to Traralgon to participate in the Winter Sports Program. 
We arrived just in time for both the first netball and soccer matches. The boys had to kit 
up into shin guards and boots whilst the girls were all ready to go. Ben McCartney was the 
boys’ team manager whilst Heidi Donoghue and Riley G. kept the netball score. Mrs T 
kept the soccer scores. 
 

All students played well despite the chilly conditions. Sadly, we had to forfeit the final 
soccer match due to poor timekeeping of another school. 
Time for a very quick snack before returning to school, rather wet and hungry! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Last Monday Jack W. cashed in 30 of his Golden tickets to go 
for a walk with Michelle’s dog, Reji. Jack enjoyed an ice-cream 
from the General Store and a lovely walk with Reji. 

Oakley K. 
Harriet B. 
Jack O. 

Ebony B. 
Lily B. 

Grace D. 
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• Thank you to Ross G. and Simon F. for 
continuing to perform maintenance tasks 
around our school. 

 

Grade 5/6 News 

SWPBS-Golden Ticket Reward 



 

Student reports will be available on Wednesday the 21st of June. As we are using a format that 
has not been used previously, we will be seeking feedback on the reports early in Term 3. If you 
would like to provide any feedback prior to this time, please email me directly at tama-
ra.halket@educaiton.vic.gov.au  
 

When reading through your child’s report, I ask that you consider the effect that language can 
have on a child’s sense of self. At WGPS, we promote the concept of approaching learning with 
a Growth Mindset. That is, a belief that every person has an innate ability for some things and 
will need to learn and be supported more for others. The underlying belief is that all skills and 
talents can be grown from a person’s innate ability through hard work, the right strategies and 
learning with or from others. I ask that you focus on the growth that your child has made, or the 
steps that may be taken to support future growth towards their learning goals. It is great to be at, 
or above the expected level of learning, but it is not a negative to be below the expected level if 
we are seeing growth. It is more important to focus on and to celebrate the efforts being put in by 
your child, or to speak with teachers to support your child if this is an area of concern. 
 

To access semester reports in Compass, please see the examples below: 

Via Compass Browser (e.g. computer) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Via the Compass Mobile App 

Select your child’s profile picture on the ‘Home’ screen. Swipe across the top tabs until you reach 
the ‘Reports’ heading. 
If you do not see a ‘Reports’ heading, you will need to select the ‘More’ button, then ‘Open in 
Browser’ mode. 
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We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great ed-
ucation begin with students coming to school each and every day. If students miss 
school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for 
success in the later years of school.  

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts 
them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated 
with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading.  

In Victoria school is compulsory for children and young people aged from 6 to 17 years 
(unless an exemption applies). In accordance with our school's Attendance Policy, par-
ents must provide an explanation for each absence by a written note or via Compass. 
We are mandated to report attendance information to the Department of Education.  

We understand there are always times when students need to miss school, such as 
when they are ill. We ask that you notify us of all absences to avoid attendance issues 
being escalated to a School Attendance Officer. 

Last week some students will have received a letter detailing any unexplained absences 
from school so far this year. If your child has received a letter, please complete the ex-
planation for the absence, sign the letter and return it to the school office. Alternatively, 
you can update absences at any time in Compass by following the instructions below 
(using browser not Mobile App): 
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