
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to Week 5 of the term! 

Classes have well and truly settled in, and 
there is some fantastic learning happening 
across the school.  

While the weather continues to be up and 
down, it is timely to remind all families to la-
bel all clothing and drink bottles clearly with 
student names as they are often found stray 
in the yard. 

I would like to thank all of the volunteers 
that have offered to help with reading, and 
other ‘jobs’ around the school. This type of 
community involvement is what helps a 
small school like ours to thrive. I urge any-
one that would like to offer to help to do so, 
as the more help we can get, the more we 
can offer our students!  

School Council News: 

School Council met for the last time as the 
2022 Council. There has been a call for 
nominations sent out to join our 2023 
School Council, with 4 positions available to 
be filled. Parent/ carer input via School 
Council helps the school to work together 
with families to meet the needs of the stu-
dents, parents/ carers and the school. If you 
have been considering joining, please put 
your nomination in. You do not need prior 
knowledge or experience – just a willing-
ness to learn. 

Compass Calendar: 

Please keep an eye out for the Compass 
Calendar. This is beginning to be populated 
with up and coming dates for school activi-
ties. Please let us know if there are any 
community activities that could be added. 

Enjoy your fortnight, 

Tamara Halket 

mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au 
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2023 MARCH 

1 MARC Van 

8 MARC Van 

10 Whole School Athletics Carnival 

13 Labour Day Public Holiday 

15-27 NAPLAN—Gr 3 & Gr 5 

22 LV Division Tennis Tournament—Selected 
Students 

28 Buildings & Grounds Meeting—6:30pm 
School Council AGM—7pm 
School Council Meeting—7:30pm 

31 Term 1 Family BBQ—5pm 

2023 APRIL 

26-28 Grade 5/6 Coonawarra Camp 

2023 MAY 

1 School Photo Day 

TERM DATES 2023 

Term 1 27th Jan (teachers start) 
to 6th April 

Term 2 24th Apr to 23rd Jun 

Term 3 10th Jul to 15th Sep 

Term 4 2nd Oct to 20th Dec 

 

 

• Brekky Club is operating every school day from 
8:30am during the term. Students are welcome to 
attend on any day. 

• After School Care operates from 3:15pm to 
5:30pm on school days. Please contact Cindy at 
the office for enrolment enquiries. 

• Applications for the 2023 Camps, Sports & Ex-
cursions Fund (CSEF) are now open. Further 
information is included later in this newsletter. 

• School Council Election Nomination forms must 
be received at the school office by Friday, 3rd 
March 4pm. 

• Selected students will have received a consent 
form via Compass for the Latrobe Valley Divi-
sion Tennis Tournament taking place on 
Wednesday, 22nd March. 

Reminders & Notices 

mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au
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During our Inquiry lessons the Grade 1/2s have supported the Preps to 
complete their learning. In this lesson we were labelling parts of the 
body. The 1/2s were reading the words for the Preps.  
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Over the last few weeks the Grade 3/4 class have been investigating 
heat. We have learnt about different heat sources, how heat is produced 
and the transfer of heat between different objects. The students have 
used different heat sources inside and outside the classroom to conduct 
experiments and record their findings. 
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Grade P/1/2 News 

Grade 3/4 News 



 

 
 
 

 

These few weeks we’ve been all experimenting with different web pages for 3D 
printing. We all selected one different thing to 3D print. You may think it’s easy, 

just get a model or design your own and just press go. Well, I bet Mrs T would like 
it to be that easy! No, it’s not that easy, first you have to get the model on an SD 
card then you have to slice it, after that you have to apply glue to the base then you 
can print it. So far, everyone has had at least some issues with it whether the print 
fails or not. It can take 6 hours to print so you have to be patient. We are all learning 

about it even Mrs T. It has its highs and lows but I think everybody has had a great 
time doing this. Take a look at our designs below. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our annual footy tipping competition will commence 
next month on March 16th.  
 

It only costs $25 to join with great weekly and end of 
year prizes. The more participants we get, the better 
the prize money!  
 

Our footy tipping competition raises funds to subsidise the cost to families of our Grade 6 Cele-
bration Excursion held at the end of each year. 
 

If you would like to enter, please complete your details on the slip below and drop it into 
the school office with your entry fee payment. 
 

If you have any queries, please see Michelle. 
 

FOOTY TIPPING 2023 
 
NAME:……………………………………………………… 

Footy Tipping Competition 2023 
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At last Friday’s school assembly we presented our 2023 school captains with their badg-
es. 
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School Captains: Alex G. & Teagan D. 
Values Captains: Respect: Riley G & Charlie W., Resilience: Ava D. Teamwork: Ebony 
B., Community: Emerson F. 
Sports Captains: Lily B. & Jackson D. 
Bus Captain: Jake L. 
 
 

 

Our annual Tanjil Valley Sports Day will be held on March 10 at the Joe Carmody Athlet-
ics Track in Newborough. This event is not possible without the help of volunteers from 
all schools. If you have a Working With Children Check and would like to volunteer to 
take an age group, or run an event, please indicate your availability on the permission 
form that will be issued later this week. It is a requirement that all volunteers have a valid 
WWCC to ensure the safety of our students, and to meet the legal requirements for this 
event. Those community members that wish to attend, but do not have a WWCC may do 
so, in a spectator capacity.  

Our school will be running the BBQ at this year’s event. If you would like to assist, please 
let us know. More volunteers will allow parents/ carers to also watch their own children in 
their events during the day. 

This year, it was discussed with the Tanjil Valley principals that we would trial the day 
being a coming together of the schools, rather than a competition between schools. This 
will mean that for this year, there will not be a “winning school”, however there will be 
age group champions awarded. The reason for this being the smaller numbers of stu-
dents at some of the participating schools. Using the averages system for points being 
awarded to decide the winning school, a school with very low numbers has a significant 
advantage if just one of their students achieves exceptional results on the day. It is 
hoped that all schools have increased numbers in the coming years so that the competi-
tion aspect can be renewed. The longstanding tradition of the Tanjil Valley Sports has 
been considered, and it is hoped that this is a temporary change.  
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Tanjil Valley Athletic Sports Update 



 

 

Applications are now open for the 2023 Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund (CSEF). Eligible families may receive $125 per primary school aged 
child, paid to the school to assist with the costs of camps, excursions and 
sporting events. Families who hold a current Health Care Card may be 
eligible for the scheme. Applications are open until early June 2023.   
 

Application forms were emailed to all families on Wednesday, 8th Febru-
ary via Compass. If you applied for CSEF in 2022 at Willow Grove Prima-
ry School, you do not need to complete an application form – unless your 
circumstances have changed. If you are new to Willow Grove Primary 
School in 2023, or did not apply in 2022, you must complete an applica-
tion form. 

 

If you are unsure if you are eligible, or need a paper copy of the application form, please see Cin-
dy at the office.  
 

. 

 
 

Joining our school fundraising committee is a great way to get 
involved with our school community. Our members help or-
ganise and run events such as BBQ’s, Mother’s/Father’s Day 
Stalls, Bake Sales and Raffles to name a few. Funds raised go 
directly to the benefit of our students. 
 

How is fundraising money used at Willow Grove Primary School? Funds generat-
ed by our fundraising activities are generally used for school upgrades that are not 
fully covered by the Department of Education & Training (DET) and to subsidise 
items that would otherwise need to be fully funded by families. In 2022 fundrais-
ing money paid for the ongoing lease payments for the laptops in the senior clas-
ses. Funds were also used to purchase graduation gifts for graduating students, 
subsidise hats for new students and Grade 6 polo shirts. Remaining funds contrib-
uted towards the purchase of student furniture. 
 
With the support of our volunteers, we have been able to raise thousands of dol-
lars each year. Let us know if you have any fundraising suggestions for 
2023!  Please contact the office or email your interest to Cin-
dy.Walker@education.vic.gov.au 
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Fundraising Committee—Volunteers Needed 

Ollie B. 
James M. 

 

• Thank you to Li and Amy for volunteering to oper-

ating our Brekky Club program in 2023 

• Thank you to our 2022 School Council members 

who have volunteered their time and ideas to im-

prove our school. 

• Thank you to the parents who have attended our 

assemblies demonstrating our value of ’community’  

• Thank you to Simon and Ross for their continued 

support with building maintenance. 

mailto:Cindy.Walker@education.vic.gov.au
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Community News 



 


