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Dear Families, 

Welcome to week 7 of Term 3. This week is 
Nationally recognised as Book Week. The 
theme of Book Week for 2023 is Read, 
Grow, Inspire. As a staff, we had a number 
of discussions about how to best celebrate 
book week this year. We decided to try 
something different, using inspiration from 
our students and decided to share a Grand-
parent’s and Special Person’s Day. We 
have had an amazing response to this invi-
tation and are looking forward to sharing 
stories with our special visitors this Friday 
afternoon! 

Please note that we are aware that our 
Grandparents and Special People may not 
hold Working With Children Checks. To ac-
commodate for this special day, they will not 
be working directly with children, other than 
their own family members. Staff members 
will be present at all times for the required 
supervision.   

This is not likely to be a permanent change 
from Book Week dress up days, but is in 
fitting with this year’s theme. 

Newsletter Challenge: 

I have no winners for last newsletter’s odd 
one out challenge as there were no re-
sponses to this task. 

2024 Enrolments: 

We encourage any family with intentions of 
having children attend Willow Grove Prima-
ry School in 2024 to please complete and 
return enrolment forms as soon as possible. 
Ensuring these forms are in early will allow 
the school to confirm enrolments and make 
arrangements for the coming year. Please 
feel welcomed into the school office with 
any questions you may have.  

Have a great fortnight, 

Tamara Halket 

mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Willow Grove School and Community Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Find us at—
www.willowgroveps.vic.edu.au 

SUPERVISED HOURS: 8.45AM—3.30PM 

VOL 23  :  ISSUE 12 23RD AUGUST 2023 

Like us on  

Login at: 
https://schools.jdlf.com.au/ 

Principal’s Report 

PHONE: 03 5635 2271 EMAIL: willow.grove.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

2023 AUGUST 

24 Lunch Order Day 

25 Book Week Celebration—Grandparent/Special 
Person’s Day 

30 Lunch Order Forms Due—12pm 
MARC Van 

31 Lunch Order Day 

2023 SEPTEMBER 

1 Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

6 MARC Van 
Lunch Order Forms Due—12pm 

7 Lunch Order Day 

12 Gr 3-6 Production Rehearsal 

13 Division Athletics—Selected Students 

14 Whole School Production Rehearsal 
School Production—7:15pm Lowanna Auditorium 

15 Last Day Term 3—Early Dismissal @ 1pm 

TERM DATES 2023/2024 

Term 3 10th Jul to 15th Sep 

Term 4 2nd Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start)  
to 28th Mar 

Term 2 15th Apr to 28th Jun 

 

 

• This Friday, 25th August is our Book Week Cele-
bration—Grandparent/Special Person’s Day. 

• The 2023 Parent Opinion Survey is now open 
and closes on Friday, 8th September. Please 
check your Compass notification from Monday, 
7th August for details on how to complete the sur-
vey. 

• Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall will be 
held on Friday, 1st September. Orders must be 
placed by next Tuesday, 29th August. Details on 
how to order are included later in this newsletter. 

• Tickets for our 2023 School Production ‘Ali 
Baba & The Bongo Bandits’ are on sale now! 
Tickets can be purchased online via CompassTix 
until Thursday, 7th September. Please see the 
flyer and link later in this newsletter. 

• Students who have qualified for Division Athlet-
ics taking place on Wednesday, 13th September 
will have received a consent form via Compass 
last week. Consent and Payment is due by Tues-
day, 5th September. 

Reminders & Notices 

mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

P A G E  2  



 

 

The P-2s have been writing narratives. They have been using a planner to help them organise 
their thoughts. Here is Aleara’s story and the picture prompt that was used to generate ideas. 
 
The Escape of the lion 
By Aleara 
 
“Hello, I am the Lion King. I want to escape the zoo, but the zookeeper stopped me.” 
Humm. I’ve got an idea. I will ask Lizzy the Lizard, thought the Lion King. 
Lizzy the Lizard was living in the cage next door to him. The lion king called out through the win-
dow with bars, to Lizzy. “I need help getting out. Can you help me?” 
Lizzy answered, “I need help getting out too.” Then Lizzy had an idea. She said to the Lion King, 
“what if I blow the roof off!” 
They thought about how they could do it. Skye, the Lion Queen came up with an idea. “What if 
we make a manure bomb?”  
“Yay” they all cheered. 
They put all the manure together in one big ball. Lizzy then did an enormous fart onto the ball of 
manure. It caught on fire and then it exploded. It hit the roof and blew the roof off into the for-
est next to the zoo.  
The explosion had knocked them all over. When they stood up again, they all laughed.  
Lizzy built a ladder from the broken roof bits. They all climbed out through the hole in the roof. 
When they were on the roof, they picked up the ladder and put it on the other side so they 
could climb down.  
The Lion King carried the ladder to the fence. He put it up against the fence and they all climbed 
over. They escaped to the jungle next door. 
The Lion King escaped with his wife and cubs. Lizzy joined them.  
They were all hungry after the work of escaping, so the Lion King caught an antelope. Lizzy 
caught herself some bugs. 
They found a cave by the river and had a snooze.  
The Lion King woke up and saw his cub Poh wasn’t there. He began yelling for his cub “Poooh, 
Poooh”. 
“what” said Poh. 
“You haven’t had anything to eat. Now stop playing and come and eat,” growled the Lion King. 
Poh stopped playing, got up and went and snacked on the antelope’s leg.  
Skye the Lion Queen was still in the cave fast asleep, snoring. Her cubs looked at her and 
laughed. 
They stayed in the jungle forever and were happy. 

P A G E  3  Grade P/1/2 News 



 

• Thank you to the Klein Family for donating the 
bread for the Athletics Day BBQ Fundraiser. 

• Thank you to all of the volunteers who assist-
ed with the smooth running of the Tanjil Val-
ley Athletic Sports Day. 

• Thank you to the Cumming family for collect-
ing and disposing of the unwanted old school 
furniture. 

Willow Grove Tower 
Last week the  3/4 students were given the challenge of building scaffolding to sup-
port a worker (aka Lego man) as the Willow Grove Tower needed some maintenance. 
The students needed to use only the index cards that they were given, and the 
structure had to be free standing (not leaning against the wall. The top of the tow-
er was 1 metre off the floor and had to be able to support the Lego man. We had 1 
session where the students were given time to experiment with different building 
techniques before we had a session to discuss some different and more stable op-
tions. The students were more successful second time around and demonstrated the 
skills of teamwork, collaboration, and resilience. 

 

Biomimicry Course 
 
Last Monday, the Years 5 & 6 students attended an online course with 
the Royal Botanic Gardens of Victoria. We learned a lot about fungi 
and after the presentation we were asked to work in pairs to design 
something based on fungi biomimicry. We had some great ideas and be-
low we share some of them with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we are doing a palaeontologist online course so we will let you 
know how that goes in the next newsletter. All these courses are free and 
offer opportunities and access to experts that school might not be able 
to provide. 

P A G E  4  Grade 3/4 News 

Grade 5/6 News 



 

As a staff, we are working towards improving the feedback that is provided to students. 
We have been applying some of the learning from our recent student free day and can 
already see some positive responses from students.  
 
A small change that makes a big difference is “wait time”. Instead of jumping straight in, 
or asking back to back questions, teachers are waiting 3-5 seconds before taking an-
swers. Studies have shown that the average amount of time that a student is given to 
answer a question is 1.3 seconds… 1.3 seconds! It has been proven that the length of 
student response increases 300-700% by increasing wait time to a mere 2.7+ seconds.  
 
You may be wondering how this fits in with the heading of “feedback”. When jumping in 
and taking the quickest response, or expecting an instant response, we are unintention-
ally sending out feedback that a person should not have to think before answering. 
Worse still, we may be training students to give up before they have even tried to think of 
a response. In waiting just a short amount of time longer, we are purposely giving the 
students feedback about thinking, considering, taking their time and waiting their turn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Georgia B. 
William B. 

Beau D. 

P A G E  5  Feedback to Students 

WGPS Father’s & Special   
Person’s Day Stall 

On Friday, 1st September our Fundraising Commit-
tee are operating a Father’s Day Stall for Students 
to select a gift for their father or other special per-
son. 

Online orders via CompassTix are preferred. To 
place an order follow this link:  https://
compasstix.com/e/h2ms51kra9  or go to Com-
passtix.com and search for ‘WGPS Father’s & Spe-
cial Person’s Day Stall 2023’. This site works best 
with Google Chrome. 

Alternatively cash orders can be placed at the 
school office. If paying by cash please provide cor-
rect change. 

Please Note: All orders MUST be placed by 29th 
August, 9am. Late orders will not be accepted. 

Thank you to the Willow Grove 
Cricket Club for offering to sup-
port our Gr 3-6 cricket clinic to-
day. Your volunteers were a great 
help and our students really en-
joyed the Melbourne Stars visit. 

https://compasstix.com/e/h2ms51kra9
https://compasstix.com/e/h2ms51kra9


 

 

 

P A G E  6  



 

 

 

P A G E  7  



 

Community News 

WILLOW GROVE TENNIS CLUB 

Hi everyone, 

Preparations for the 2023/24 tennis season are underway. Our courts are still being developed 
very slowly, so we have to look at other options for training and Saturday competition. We are 

working with local clubs and Sally Kirstine to see where we will play. 

Our first Junior training sessions will be on Friday 8th and 15th September, 4pm at New-
borough Tennis Courts. Joan Brown and Jo Baker will be there to take names/training for 

those who want to play Saturday morning tennis. Sally Kirstine will be there doing her coach-

ing lessons. Interested players can join in training prior or after their coaching lesson. 

If you cannot make training but want to be included in a team please contact                       
Joan Brown -56352361. 

Any questions please contact Joan or Be Nave – 0407055296 

Willow Grove Primary School students are proud to be 
performing ‘Ali Baba & The Bongo Bandits’ for one 
night only on Thursday the 14th September, 7:15pm 
at Lowanna College Auditorium.  
 

Concert tickets are only $6 for Adults and free for 
children under 16. 
 

Tickets can be purchased online via CompassTix by 
following this link: https://compasstix.com/
e/22s29pjlio  

https://compasstix.com/e/22s29pjlio
https://compasstix.com/e/22s29pjlio


 


