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Dear Families, 

Welcome to Term 3! We were hoping to 
have a new version of our newsletter for you 
this term, but due to other commitments, the 
provider we had chosen was unable to com-
plete this work for us. We hope to have an 
updated format before the end of the year. If 
you are aware of any person that provides a 
high quality service that would be suitable, 
please let the office know! 

Professional Learning 

Last Friday our staff attended a professional 
development day with James Nottingham. 
The day was very informative and reward-
ing, please read the ‘Challenge’ article later 
in this newsletter which summarises what 
will be implemented at school and how you 
can be involved. 

Thank you 

We would like to say another big thank you 
to B & G Gray Ag, who supported Riley in 
enacting change in our playground. Riley 
stepped out of her comfort zone by writing a 
letter to seek new netball rings be pur-
chased for our playground. Riley’s initiative 
has been rewarded with the donation of new 
netball equipment for our students to use. 
Thank you, and well done Riley! 

Off site days 

As Principal, there are a number of profes-
sional commitments that require me to be of 
site for the day. On these days, please see 
our classroom teachers with any questions 
or concerns you may have. In cases where I 
may be on personal leave, staff are still able 
to contact me for urgent matters. Alterna-
tively, you are welcome to text or email me 
directly and I will respond as soon as I am 
able.  

Have an enjoyable fortnight, 

Tamara Halket 

mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au 
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2023 JULY 

27 Lunch Order Day 
Scholastic Book Club Orders Due 

28 Gr 5/6 National Tree Planting Day 
2024 Foundation Enrolment Forms Due 

2023 AUGUST 

2 MARC Van 
Lunch Order Forms Due—12pm 

3 100 Days of School Celebration 
Lunch Order Day 

9 140 Years of Willow Grove Primary School 
MARC Van 
Lunch Order Forms Due—12pm 

10 Lunch Order Day 

22 Buildings & Grounds Meeting—7pm 
School Council Meeting—7:30pm 

23 Gr 3-6 Melbourne Stars Cricket Clinic 

TERM DATES 2023/2024 

Term 3 10th Jul to 15th Sep 

Term 4 2nd Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start)  
to 28th Mar 

Term 2 15th Apr to 28th Jun 

 

 

• Grade 5/6 Tree Planting Day will take place this 
Friday, 28th July. Grade 5/6 students will walk to 
Blue Rock Dam at approx. 12pm to plant trees 
with our local Landcare group. A BBQ lunch will 
be provided. Grade 5/6 students will walk back to 
school at approx. 1pm.  

• 2024 Enrolment Forms Due Friday, 28th July. 
Parents seeking to enrol their child/ren at Willow 
Grove Primary School in 2024 are encouraged to 
return Enrolment Forms by this date. 

• Scholastic Book Club Issue 5 orders are due 
back at school tomorrow, 27th July. 

• 100 Days of School Celebration will take place 
on Thursday, 3rd August. Further details are in-
cluded later in this newsletter. 

• 2nd Hand Uniform Sale! - All 2nd hand uniform 
items can be purchased for $1 until the end of 
August. Please see Michelle or contact her via 
email at michelle.byrne@education.vic.gov.au. 

• The 2023 Parent Opinion Survey will be open 
soon. Further details, and instructions on how to 
complete the survey, will be sent out next week. 

Reminders & Notices 

mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:michelle.byrne@education.vic.gov.au.
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Last week we began our unit on Push and Pull, called Machine Makers. 
Each session we are exploring different pushes and pulls. We began by looking at a 

Rube Goldberg dog feeding machine. The we constructed our own. Yesterday we 
went into the playground to find all the different pushes and pulls. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Pull up on the rock wall.   Pull up the chain.      Push down the slide. 

 
“Oobleck” 

 

The Grade 3/4 class finished off their “Liquids and Solids” unit with an ex-
periment making Oobelck. Oobleck is known as a non-Newtonian substance as 
it does not need heat or cold to change its state of matter from a liquid to a 
solid. The children had a great time playing with the oobleck and discovering 
its ability to change form a liquid and solid depending on the pressure placed 
around it. It was very messy, interesting and a lot of fun. 
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Grade 3/4 News 



 

• Thank you to the Klein Family for donating the 
bread for the Athletics Day BBQ Fundraiser. 

• Thank you to all of the volunteers who assist-
ed with the smooth running of the Tanjil Val-
ley Athletic Sports Day. 

• Thank you to the Cumming family for collect-
ing and disposing of the unwanted old school 
furniture. 

We are going to have a very busy term, I feel exhausted already! There will be 

multiple opportunities to participate in many new and challenging activities. So, 

let me fill in some of the details. 

Our Inquiry theme is: The Show Must go on! This obviously draws on the whole 
school production which is massive for our grade. In quieter moments, we will 
be creating, in groups, our own silent movie. The students have researched the 

history behind this and will be writing a biography of their chosen silent movie 

actor/actress. I will keep you posted on progress! 

Tree planting this Friday at Blue Rock: I have suggested a change of footwear as 
I can’t guarantee the conditions down there. Personally, I will be taking thick 

bamboo socks and hiking boots. Plus taking lots of photos for the next newslet-

ter! Hope they have a veggie burger for my lunch! 

We are using our values/inquiry sessions to have a fresh look at eSafety. This is 
very dear to me as I secured eSafety status for both Yarram and Willow Grove. I 

have signed the Y5/6 students up for an online course about cyber safety on 
the 3rd of August (100 Days of School). We will be also doing modules in class to 
supplement this. Parents can also sign up here: www.trybooking.com/events/

landing/1076123#msdynttrid=6qa8fILjxPtJ61e8zzBp1vOkPQdoy8CaqJQKjSGRz

mE 

For those Y6 students who are above level in maths, I have enrolled them in a 
coding course. More information about this to follow. A secondary school, whom 

we feed to, have kindly donated 4 scientific calculators. I asked for the name of 
the one they use, and a former colleague said she would pop them in my letter-

box. How great is that! So, they can work together to sort that out. 

I had some new crochet fairies on Thursday (mainly as it was soooo cold!) but I 
welcome all. They decided to focus on Worry Worms, so I am hoping to get some 

hidden in the school grounds this week. I finished 23 chicks on my trip to Ja-

pan, so they are ready to fly. 

Well, I think you are up to date. Next newsletter will be less wordy – I promise – 

with some photos of the tree planting. 

Aleara R. 
Taya F. 

Jacob G. 
Angus B. 
Ollie R. 

Lockie M. 
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Rehearsals for Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits are well and truly underway for our 
senior students. As you may know, they have been singing, dancing, learning lines, 
and constructing props. 

Information to all grades about costumes, and what your child will need, will be 
sent out later in the term.  

COSTUME HELP 

We are seeking parent/community member’s to help sew or put together a range of 
costumes for this year’s production. If you would like to lend a hand, please contact 
Alison Abbott via email at Alison.Abbott@education.vic.gov.au or leave a message 
with your child’s classroom teacher.  

All volunteers will require a Working with Children Check to meet the requirements 
of our school’s Volunteer’s Policy. 

Wednesday afternoons from 2.30-3.15 pm in the staffroom will be the allocated 

time for the meeting, planning and all things making!  
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Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits 
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On Friday, staff participated in a whole day’s professional learning with James Notting-
ham, all the way from the U.K. We were extremely fortunate to have this World re-
nowned educational author and speaker at our small school. In fact, he made a special 
trip to Victoria just for our school! 

The day focussed on the role that we, as adults, play in shaping the way that children 
approach “learning”. There has been a lot of research conducted in the field of mindset, 
challenge, self motivated learners and reluctant to “try and fail”, learners. A big take 
away from the day that I wanted to share with families is the concept of challenge. Too 
often, there is a focus on completing a task and getting it “right”. Children are often 
praised for getting 100% on a test, or finishing a set task. The questions that are often 
missed with this praise are; “Was there genuine learning taking place? Were there chal-
lenges that were overcome in order to succeed? Are we praising effort or only out-
comes?”  

You may notice a shift in the approach that is being taken to mistake making at school. I 
ask that you also consider the way mistakes are viewed at home. Mistakes are an ex-
pected part of the learning process. Learning from mistakes requires effort and persever-
ance. Overcoming the challenge of a mistake is rewarding and also builds confidence in 
the learning process. A lack of mistakes during the learning process would suggest that 
there are no risks being taken and the level of challenge is not appropriate. Being 
praised for doing something that we could already do, or do with minimal effort is not re-
warding. A lack of challenge can also be boring (unless, of course, this has come from 
effort and perseverance). Imagine someone praising you for driving to the shops, if you 
are an experienced driver. You would likely see this as unnecessary, even sarcastic. 
However, this was not the case when you were first learning to drive…  

I ask you to consider a shift in mindset; easy is boring, but challenge is interesting. I also 
ask you to consider how often “mistakes” are covered up or “fixed” by adults, rather than 
using them as a learning experience for children.  

We are working towards a cultural shift in our school. This may be uncomfortable at first, 
especially for those amongst us that like to get things “right”. I ask that this challenge be 
embraced as we trust the process of fostering self motivated learners, who are not yet 
aware of how much potential they may have. 

Letter writing has continued to be a successful approach to making changes in 
our school. A number of our Grade 3-4 students wrote letters to me, requesting 
new computers for their class. They provided reasons and evidence for the need 
for new devices. The purchase of new devices was taken to School Council and 
was approved. The new devices have been delivered to the school and will be 
provided to the class as soon as our new charging trolley arrives to hold them. 

The introduction of these new devices will coincide with a change to our previous 
system for student devices. Each student will be allocated a computer that they 
will use at school until they complete Grade 6. We hope that this system will en-
sure all students take better care of their allocated devices.  

Grade 3/4 families will soon be receiving an updated Policy with an Accepta-
ble Use Agreement that we ask be signed. This will remind our students of 
our expectations relating to school devices. The Policy and Agreement are 
both Department of Education and Training, documents. Once the signed 
documents are returned to the school, students will be able to use their new 
devices.   

P A G E  6  

New Computers for Grade 3/4 Students 

James Nottingham PD ‘Challenge’ 
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