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Dear Families, 

Welcome to Week 6 of Term 2. The last 
fortnight has been busy at school, as it 
seems to be every year at this time.  

Our student leaders did a wonderful job of 
organising our fundraiser for Story Dogs. 
We were able to raise $113.40 for this or-
ganisation. We would like to congratulate 
the students on this achievement. A big 
thank you to the Klein family for donating 
the bread for our sausage sizzle. We would 
also like to thank Belle Dodd for her fantas-
tic barbeque skills on the day. The students 
all enjoyed their sausages in bread! 

Staff had a busy day on Monday, with our 
student free day. All staff were able to up-
date their CPR and anaphylaxis, with all 
dummies making a full recovery.  

Teaching staff also spent a large portion of 
the day working towards our mathematics 
targets within our Annual Implementation 
Plan. Staff are excited with our new learning 
and the development of updated school-
wide practices. We look forward to sharing 
our journey with you all, starting in our Term 
3 newsletters. 

You may have seen/ be seeing a few new 
faces around the school at the moment. In 
order to move into our new reporting sys-
tem, teachers are being provided with a day 
out of the classroom to write their reports. In 
addition to this, teachers are each being 
provided with a day to plan for Term 3’s 
learning. Although the provision of these 
days sees the teachers out of their class-
rooms, it is necessary to provide this time 
for staff to provide high quality planning and 
reporting, in line with their professional 
learning goals. This is all part of our profes-
sional development plan for the year, and 
was not unexpected.  

Have an enjoyable fortnight, 

Tamara Halket 
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Principal’s Report 

PHONE: 03 5635 2271 EMAIL: willow.grove.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

2023 JUNE 

1 Lunch Order Day 
Fundraising Committee Meeting—9am 

7 LV Division Winter Sport—Selected Students 
from Gr 3-6 
MARC Van 
Lunch Order Forms Due—12pm 

8 Lunch Order Day 
Mobile Library 
Scholastic Book Club Orders Due 

12 King’s Birthday Public Holiday 

14 Lunch Order Forms Due—12pm 
No MARC Van 

15 Lunch Order Day 

20 Building & Grounds Meeting—7pm 
School Council Meeting—7:30pm 

21 Semester 1 Student Reports Issued 
No MARC Van 

23 Last Day Term 2—Early Dismissal at 1:30pm 

TERM DATES 2023/2024 

Term 2 24th Apr to 23rd Jun 

Term 3 10th Jul to 15th Sep 

Term 4 2nd Oct to 20th Dec 

Term 1 29th Jan (teachers start)  
to 28th Mar 

 

 

• Our next school fundraising sub-committee 
meeting will be held at school tomorrow, 1st 
June at 9am. New members are welcome to at-
tend, or contact Kate on 0438 331 348 if you can 
help. 

• Selected students from Grade 3-6 have received 
a consent form for the Latrobe Valley Division 
Winter Sports taking place on Wednesday, 7th 
June via Compass. Consent and payment is due 
by 3rd June. 

• Student Enrolment Details Update requests 
were emailed home last Wednesday. Please 
email Cindy with any updates by Wednesday, 7th 
June.  

• Reminder—Next Wednesday, 7th June will be 
the last MARC Van for Term 2. Please return 
any borrowed books on this day. 

• Scholastic Book Club orders are due back at 
school by Thursday, 8th June. 

Reminders & Notices 
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• Thank you to the Klein Family for donating the 
bread for the Athletics Day BBQ Fundraiser. 

• Thank you to all of the volunteers who assist-
ed with the smooth running of the Tanjil Val-
ley Athletic Sports Day. 

• Thank you to the Cumming family for collect-
ing and disposing of the unwanted old school 
furniture. 

 

 
 

 

We are sad to say farewell to Miss Traynor, this coming Monday. We have appreciated 
having her in our WGPS team, and have been grateful to have her teaching in our P-2 
class. On Tuesday, Miss O’Byrne will take over in the class until the end of Term 2. Miss 
O’Byrne is well known by Miss Traynor, and we are lucky that these teachers have been 
able to discuss the class and school. We are looking forward to a smooth transition for 
the rest of term. 

Due to the teacher shortage that is an ongoing issue in the state, we are still advertising 
for a replacement teacher to begin in Term 3. We will update families with information as 
soon as we are able.  

 

 

We would like to announce the Grand Opening of our new Community 
Cupboard! 

This cupboard is located in the foyer of the main building. We encour-
age our community to take items that they need. We also encourage 
people to re-stock the cupboard with items that you may have pur-
chased or grown, but do not need. I know that I personally have a 
number of items that I accidentally selected to allow substitutes for in 
my online shopping orders, that I wished I had not and are simply tak-
ing up space!  

 

 

 
 

This week our 3-6 students will eagerly begin the audition process for a part in the school 
production. Auditions will run over the next few weeks on a Tuesday. The Production of 
Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits will be held at Lowanna College on the 14th of Septem-
ber during the last week of term 3. There are lots of rehearsals to take place between 
now and then as well as arranging school timetables and specialist classes to ensure we 
balance student learning and production preparation during term 3. We will continue to 
provide regular information regarding how the production is progressing during the term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Miss Traynor 
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• Thank you to Belle Dodd for cooking the 
Education Week BBQ. 

• Thank you to the Klein family for donating 
the bread for the BBQ. 

• Thank you to Leighton Gibson for donat-
ing $250 to our school. 

• Thank you to the Moe Lions Club for  do-
nating books to our school community. 

Prep—2 Staffing Update 

                     Community Cupboard 

School Production 



 

This term we have been investigating animals. As students have come up 
with interesting questions, we have found the answers. 
Here are some interesting facts we have discovered: 
 
 Ostrich have no teeth, so they eat stones that 

grind up the food. 

 The Weedy Sea dragon has no stomach. It eats 
all day. 

 A wombat’s pouch faces backwards so when it is 
digging in the dirt it doesn’t fill with dirt. 

 A sloth lives in the jungle.  

 Snakes taste with their tongue. 

 Honeybees are just like other bees. 

 Grasshoppers have ears in their legs.  

 Bees vomit honey into other bees. 
 
 

 
Collaborative Art 

 
Over the past few weeks, the Grade 3/4 students have been working on 
a collaborative indigenous art piece. All the students coloured in their 
own section of the artwork before we taped it together to make one big 
piece. We are still in the process of putting all the pieces together but 
so far it looks awesome. This artwork was the theme artwork for this 
years National Sorry Day. As a class we discussed the importance of 
Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week and the idea of coming back to 
friendship after a negative event.  
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Grade 3/4 News 



 

 
 

MARC Library News  
National simultaneous Storytime 2023 

 
 

More than 2 million children reading = National Simultaneous Storytime 2023 
(NSS). During MARC Library we have been celebrating all things sloths to support 
the reading of the book The Speedy Sloth.  All children have enjoyed the story 
which promoted the importance of persistence, with a good dose of humour too! 
Foundation children made a sloth, 1/2 students are making a poster to share their 
new knowledge about sloths and Senior students have followed instructions to 
draw sloths and learnt new facts about sloths.  NSS is a national event to focus and 
celebrate the joy of reading and books, it is lovely to see Willow Grove students 
embracing everything books. 
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Community News 



 


