
 

Congratulations to  

Thank you to 
Special Thanks to  

Bus Travel Walking School Bus—Friday 20th May 

Dear Families, 

We have reached the end of our first term 
together. I am pleased to say that Willow 
Grove PS is once again feeling like home 
for me. We have had a lot happen in a short 
space of time with OH&S compliance up-
grades, securing grants that will help with 
the running of programs, and generally set-
tling in. I hope that as we move through the 
year I am able to have a greater focus on 
getting into classrooms and in amongst the 
students.  

School Mobile: 

We now have a school mobile phone that 
you can call or text us on. Please feel free 
to use this number as you would for anyone 
else in your contact list. However, please be 
mindful of the times you are calling or mes-
saging as It is not an automated service. 
We may use this mobile to quickly text you 
from time to time, or may use this instead of 
the landline phone to call you. Our new 
number is 0491 664 299.  

Tanjil Valley Community Festival – Sun-
day April 30: 

Our school will be participating in the Land-
Care Community Festival event. We will 
have a school stall selling “crazy 
milkshakes” and will be helping with a face 
painting stall. We are hoping to have some 
of our student leaders helping with the face 
painting, and would love some more parents 
to volunteer for hour blocks for our 
milkshakes stand. If you are able to help, 
please register via CompassTix via this link: 
https://compasstix.com/e/7jun6hnvvi  ASAP. 
We would rather have too many than not 
enough volunteers, so if you have been 
thinking of offering, now is a great oppor-
tunity! 

Enjoy your Easter break, 

Tamara Halket 

mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au 
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2023 APRIL 

6 PST Conferences—9am - 1pm 
Last Day Term 1 for Staff 

24 Term 2 Commences 

25 ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
ANZAC Day Service 

26-28 Grade 5/6 Coonawarra Camp 

26 MARC Van 

27 School Lunch Orders Commence 

30 Tanjil Valley Community Festival 

2023 MAY 

1 School Photo Day 

3 Gr 5/6 Lowanna Open Day Excursion 
MARC Van 

22 Student Free Day—Staff CPR Training 

TERM DATES 2023 

Term 1 27th Jan (teachers start) 
to 6th April 

Term 2 24th Apr to 23rd Jun 

Term 3 10th Jul to 15th Sep 

Term 4 2nd Oct to 20th Dec 

 

 

• First Day of Term 2—Monday 24th April 

• ANZAC Day—Tuesday, 25th April is a public 
holiday. Mrs McCartney will attend our local AN-
ZAC Day Service and lay a wreath on behalf of 
the school. Any students also wishing to repre-
sent our school should contact Mrs McCartney. 

• Grade 5/6 Coonawarra Camp is taking place 
from  Wednesday, 26th April to Friday, 28th April. 

• Tanjil Valley Community Festival is taking 
place on Sunday, 30th April. If you are able to 
volunteer at one of the school stands, please reg-
ister via CompassTix here. 

• Our School Photo Day is Monday, 1st May. In-
structions on how to order were issued via Com-
pass on Monday, and are also included later in 
this newsletter. 

• Grade 5/6 students will receive a secondary 
school experience at the Lowanna Open Day 
Excursion on Wednesday, 3rd May. 

Reminders & Notices 

https://compasstix.com/e/7jun6hnvvi
mailto:tamara.halket@education.vic.gov.au
https://compasstix.com/e/7jun6hnvvi
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Lots of Reading 

The Prep/ One/ Two are constantly demonstrating their reading skills. Our 
reading program has each student read to an adult every day. Sometimes it’s a 
teacher in a reading group, or another staff member or a parent. When not 
reading to an adult the students are reading to themselves or exploring books 
and magazines. 

We also have a whole class reading session every day. The class comes togeth-
er to listen to and discuss a particular story. We use the same book throughout 
the week. On day one we make predictions about the story, on day two we dis-
cuss whether the book is fiction or non-fiction, day three we talk about the vo-
cabulary used (tricky words pr phrases), day four is making connections to the 
text and on day five we figure out what the Big Idea (the lesson we can learn) 
of the story is. 

We would like to congratulate all the students who have completed 25 nights 
of reading and the large number of students who have made it to 50 nights. 

Please continue to read books from school and home over the holidays. 
Thank you to all our parent helpers!!! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Easter Carrot Catapult. 

This week we undertook a problem-solving activity where the students had to 
work collaboratively to design and build a catapult that would launch a carrot 1 
metre to the Easter Bunny. The students were provided with a pile of materi-
als that they could choose from and then were let loose on planning and design-
ing their catapult. The success of this activity was not determined by whether 
or not they could launch their carrot, but was based on: speaking and listening, 
collaboration, teamwork, resilience and using mistakes to help them improve. 
The children all did a great job and had a lot of fun in the process. We will be 
undertaking more of these problem-solving challenges next term. 
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Grade 3/4 News 



 

During this week’s episode of BTN there was a section 

on The Crochet Guy. I wondered if anyone in the grade 

would be interested in giving it a go so, I went and got 

some crochet hooks and dusted off my rather rusty 

crochet skills. I followed a tutorial online and was hap-

py to share with the grade. The response was over-

whelming, so we had two sessions at lunchtime. We 

also have jigsaws going on at the same time. This is 

all part of our wellbeing program. My hope is that they 

can have some crochet or knitting in their tray so that 

when they need a break from screentime they can get 

out their ‘project’. 

We have been busy printing Easter themed 3D prints. We are using them today to decorate the 

bake sale that has been organised by Charlie and Matilda. Next term, we will be printing off 

their own creations. Lots to look forward to already! Enjoy the holidays. 
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• Thank you to the Klein Family for donating the 
bread for the Athletics Day BBQ Fundraiser. 

• Thank you to all of the volunteers who assist-
ed with the smooth running of the Tanjil Val-
ley Athletic Sports Day. 

• Thank you to the Cumming family for collect-
ing and disposing of the unwanted old school 
furniture. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Raymond W. 
Acacia M. 
Jordan W. 
Charlie W. 
Heath O. 
Teagan D. 
Jack W. 
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• Thank you to all our families who helped our students 
travel safely on our Ride2School Day. 

• Thank you to our senior students for their efforts with 
running the Easter Fun Day celebrations! 

• Thank you to Charlie W. and Matilda M. (and their fami-
lies) for their efforts in planning, organising, baking and 
selling treats at our Easter Fun Day today. Funds raised 
of $354.10 will be donated to the Good Friday Appeal. 

• Thank you to Mr Woodroffe, Michelle Byrne and Sarah 
Marino for volunteering to attend the Grade 5/6 Camp 
with our students. This will be Mr Woodroffe’s last 
week at WGPS, and we would like to thank him for at-
tending camp before he moves on to his next adventure.  
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Community News 

Winter sport is back, but before you head out to 
your next match or training session, there’s 
something important we need you to remember 
– without players, volunteers or officials, there 
is no game. 
 
Last season, there were too many incidents 
that have no place in community sport. From 
violence and aggression on the fields and 
courts, to harassment and abuse from the side-
lines. Together, we can turn this around. Visit 
gippsport.com.au/letusplay to find out how. 

https://gippsport.com.au/letusplay


 

Community News Continued 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gippsland-centre-against-
sexual-assault-prevention-education-calendar-tickets-

518242676797 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gippsland-centre-against-sexual-assault-prevention-education-calendar-tickets-518242676797
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gippsland-centre-against-sexual-assault-prevention-education-calendar-tickets-518242676797
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gippsland-centre-against-sexual-assault-prevention-education-calendar-tickets-518242676797


 


